Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG
Headteacher: Manda George
Telephone: 0208 697 2762

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

22" May 2026

Dear parents and carers,

It is hard to believe that half term is here already - the summer term is flying by! The second half of
term plans to be just as busy as ever with trips, workshops, sports days, performances and family
events. Please make sure you check the calendar dates to make sure you don’t miss anything.

This week we celebrated ‘No Pens Day’ as part of our ongoing work to develop children’s oracy.
We had a visit from the Young Mayor’s team who led special assemblies for the children. Their
presentations were inspirational, and we have already had some children asking about how they
can apply to be part of the Young Mayor’s team when they are older.

Year 6 have had a fabulous week with lots of adventurous activities following their SATs week.
Take a look later in the newsletter for a selection of photographs. The children (and adults) look
like they had a whale of a time!

Thank you to those who completed the parent and carer survey. The results were overwhelmingly
positive with 94% of you stating you would recommend Torridon to another family. You had lots
of lovely things to say about our school and especially about how caring and dedicated our staff
team are. You also liked the diversity and inclusion, our arts provision, Forest School and OPAL
Play. Many of you made some very helpful suggestions which we will be thinking about for our
school development planning for next year. If you would like to see the survey results in full,
please contact a member of the admin team in the usual way.

We hope that lots of you will be able to join us for our OPAL Play date after school on
Wednesday 10" June. We will be opening the playgrounds from 3.15pm — 4.15pm for you to stay
and play with your children and their friends to see how our playground has developed this term.
We are also keen to hear what you think about OPAL ahead of our summer term evaluation visit
with the London OPAL Play Co-ordinator.

| hope you have a lovely half term break. Let’s hope the sunshine
lasts for us! Eid Mubarak to those of you who will be celebrating
Eid-ul-Adha next week. We look forward to seeing you all back at
school on Monday 1* June.

Best wishes
Manda George
Headteacher
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Rights Respecting School

This week in our Rights Respecting Assembly, we explored
Article 28 — the right to education and discussed why education
is so important in our lives. We thought about how school helps
us gain knowledge, stay safe and healthy, form our own views,
and learn to respect others and their different ideas. We also
reflected on how education opens up future opportunities, helps
us understand the world and different cultures, and supports us
in growing into responsible adults who can make positive

o ACCESS TO
| EDUCATION

Relationship & Health Education
MR

As part of the National Curriculum, all children from reception to year 6 will be learning about
Relationship and Health Education (RHE) next half term. RHE guides children and young people
in lifelong learning about relationships, emotions, and human biology. In our school, these
lessons are taught in an age-appropriate way and are underpinned by our school ethos and
values. We are holding a parent information afternoon at 2:45pm on Monday 1% June at where
you can view the resources we will be using and ask any questions.

Torridon Nursery

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st September 2026 and 31st August 2027
and you would like to enrol them at Torridon nursery, please get an application from the office
or request one by email from: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.

We have limited spaces, to avoid disappointment, please request and apply using a form as
soon as possible.
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This week for No Pens Day we had lots of fun cutting playdough into halves and using our
hands to paint pigs linked to our Three Little Pigs writing. In the other classes, children also

This week in Nursery, we have been
learning all about ladybirds. We
made our own out of salt dough,

found real ones in the garden and
learned lots of different ways to
make dot patterns!

enjoyed
cooking and
taking part in
exciting
practical
activities.




Reception - Minibeasts

The children impressed this week with their

knowledge and vivid imaginations as they
drew their own minibeasts and wrote

about the important jobs they do. We have S NINOL A oo ok
&S

also enjoyed making our own creatures

and out of lolly sticks and pipe cleaners

and continue to take great care of our class caterpillars — many of
which have flourished into beautiful butterflies!
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In RE, year 1 have been learning
i/ about Islam. We have been looking at
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léﬁ-‘* Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said —
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Forest School News

To celebrate the end of our forest school
term we lit the campfire this week. Each
class baked bread on the open fire.

We all agreed it did not look very pretty,
but it tasted delicious!

Summer 2 timetable

Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday
Yellow class Nursery Red class Blue class
AM/Green
room
1N Nursery
PM/FT
6L 6R
KS1 ASC Allotment KS2 ASC
club

As the weather will hopefully improve for the summer term we would like to inform you of a
forest school kit list for your child as it will be too hot to wear waterproof trousers.

EYFS children should COME TO SCHOOL dressed in the following on their forest school day and
bring their uniform in a bag:

KS1/2 children should bring the following to school in a bag on their forest school day:

Welly boots, Lightweight waterproof jacket, long sleeve T-shirt, Lightweight track
bottoms/leggings, Spare pair of socks

(it is helpful if your child’s items are clearly labelled with their name)

This kit list is to ensure school uniforms do not get damaged as we do get dirty!

As the weather improves please ensure your child has sun cream applied at home BEFORE
school and that they wear a sun hat or cap.

Thank you as always for your continued support as we incorporate Forest School into our
curriculum




Year 2 - Great Zimbabwe Report

This week in Year 2, we became reporters and wrote exciting newspaper
articles about the discovery of Great Zimbabwe. We learned

fascinating facts about the ancient city and its impressive stone
buildings. Everyone worked hard to include key information like real
journalists. Now take a look at our fantastic reports!
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Year 3 had a fantastic time celebrating No Pens Day by
becoming creative clock designers for the morning. As part of
our Romans topic, the children made their own analogue clocks,
replacing the usual numbers with Roman numerals. It was
wonderful to see their creativity and enthusiasm as they applied

their learning in such a practical and engaging way!

Fun fact: Roman numerals don’t have a symbol for zero — the

Romans didn’t need one when they were counting!




Year 4 — No Pens Day

We had lots of fun on, ‘no pens day.” We enjoyed thinking ‘outside the box,” about ways that
we could do our writing and maths lessons without pens.

For spelling, we practised writing our spellings in the sand using our fingers and tools!

For maths, we visited Torridon’s very own convenience store. We were given a selection of
money problems to solve; we used number answers to solve the answers to our questions.

d The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has shown that
" they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly Award in EYFS, KS'1
and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display the trophy in their
3 classroom for a full week before the award is handed over to the next
i recipient.

EYFS KS1 Y3/4 Y5/6
Otto (red class) for Mubashir (2E) | Ada, Holly, Rae, Ivanna (6R) for learning a
fantastic climbing for Lula, Eve (3G) for variety of new skills on the
and balance on the perseverance | good tidying up in wheels. She’s been
KS2 climbing frame. [ in his making | the mud cafe. skateboarding, bunny
in the creative hopping on scooters and
corner of the attempting wheelies on the
playground. bikes! Well done Ivanna for
being so confident and
challenging yourself on the
equipment.




Year 5 DT

Year 5 have been busy exploring the fascinating world of

structures. They began by exploring bridges, and which shapes

are most effective at supporting and bearing weight. Building

on this knowledge, the children took on the important

challenge of designing and creating a structure that could

safely house a refugee family. They carefully considered how to

make their designs both sturdy and practical, ensuring they

could be assembled quickly and provide reliable shelter. We

were incredibly impressed by their creativity, teamwork, and thoughtful approach to a real-
world problem, as well as their ability to apply their scientific
understanding to meaningful design solutions.

As part of year 5’s no pens day, we did a practical
math lesson including design team, work problem solving and arithmetic. Each answer was the
key to the next problem which led to the final task building a bridge, which had to hold 1kg of
the height of a tissue box and about the width of a maths book. This was also a competition

between the groups to see who could make the best bridge out of paper staws, small paper
cups and tape. (the fastest) some children in 5V Managed to get their bridge to hold 67 books.

Elsie, Phaedra and Sharviny (5V)




Our Year 6 pupils have enjoyed an unforgettable series of Home Journey trips,
taking part in three exciting outdoor adventures that challenged their confidence,
teamwork and resilience. From scaling walls during a thrilling bouldering session,
to tackling high ropes and zip lines at Go Ape and finally mastering balance and
coordination on the water while paddleboarding, the children embraced every
opportunity with enthusiasm and determination.

Each experience not only provided great fun but also helped pupils step out of their
comfort zones, support one another and build independence ahead of their
transition to secondary school. We are incredibly proud of their positive attitudes,
adventurous spirit and the way they represented the school throughout all three
trips.




Year 6 Residential Trip

Year 6 have had a fantastic 3 days at PGL. They have tried new activities and shown resilience
and determination. They have shown great teamwork this week.




Monday 25 — Friday 29" May

HALF TERM

Monday 1°* June

Children return to school

Tuesday 2" June

2.45pm Year 2 recorder performance

Year 6 to Greenwich Park

Year 5 cricket tournament

Wednesday 3™ June

2.45pm Year 3 ukulele performance

2.45pm RSE meeting for parents and carers

Thursday 4" June

Launch of year 6 BEAM workshops

2.45pm Year 5 steel pans performance

Tuesday 9" June

Year 6 Junior Citizenship Event

Wednesday 10" June

Year 5 and 6 girls’ cricket tournament

3.15-4:15pm — OPAL play date

Year 6 to Forster Park

Friday 12" June

Year 6 bowling

Sunday 14™ June

PTA event - Children’s Fun Run

Tuesday 16t June

Year 6 laser quest

Wednesday 17" June

Year 5 and 6 boys’ cricket tournament

Reception hearing and vision screening

Friday 19" June

Whole school dance workshops

Monday 22™ June

9.00am Guitar performance

EYFS sports day in school (1.30pm start)

Tuesday 23 June

KS2 sports day am

KS1 sports day pm

Wednesday 24™ June

PTA Family Lego event

Week beginning 29*" June

Whole school assessment week

Wednesday 1° July

Yellow class to Horniman Museum

Year 6 Triathlon event

Friday 3" July

Year 5 and 6 girls’ World Cup football event

Red and Blue class to Horniman Museum

Saturday 4™ July

Homework Project — adults only event

Sunday 5™ July

PTA event — Summer Fair

Tuesday 7' July

4pm Summer music concert

Wednesday 8* July

Year 4 to Science Museum

Thursday 9% July

5pm Year 6 performance

Friday 10* July

9am Year 6 performance

Thursday 16 July

Year 6 leavers’ party

Friday 17* July

9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly
Last day of term (2pm finish)

Wednesday 20™ July — Tuesday 1%
September

SUMMER HOLIDAY

Wednesday 2" September

INSET Day

Thursday 3 September

Children return to school




Weekly Attendance

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week! What a Great Way to end

the week before half term starts!

Class Attendance Class

Attendance Class Attendance

™

93%

3A

94%

5A

91%

1N

100%

3G

89%

5C

94%

As part of our No Pens Day
celebrations, we were also
delighted to welcome the Young
Mayors Team into school. Their
visit made the day truly
memorable for pupils and staff
alike.

-
-

|

The team delivered engaging,

motivating presentations across KS1

and KS2, leaving children inspired
-®: and eager to discuss the ideas they

heard. Our pupils were captivated

by the young leaders’ confidence,
clarity, and passion.Teachers were equally impressed by the team’s politeness, respect, and
professionalism throughout their time with us. They were outstanding role models, and their
presence added real value to the day’s learning. We extend our sincere thanks to the Young
Mayors Team for giving their time so generously. We hope to welcome them back again soon.




Opal Playdate

Wednesday 10™ June, 3.30-4.30

jx=

Do you want to attend the biggest playdate ever?

The school will be opening the playground so that children can play with each other and
experience OPAL play with their parents and carers.

This will be a great opportunity for you to see what the children have been raving about this
year, and for you to experience all the wonderful additions to our ever-changing playground.

Please note that adults must supervise their own children.

We will begin to tidy up with the children from 4.15pm.

Forest School Camp

We are very excited to announce that camp is 30 and can be booked

daily or weekly. Places are available for children, Reception-Year 6.

Camp will run from Monday 3rd August- Friday 14™ August 2026

10am-3pm.

Our daily rate will be £40 per child (£30 for children eligible for pupil

premium funding). Childcare vouchers are accepted.
Children should bring a packed lunch.
Children will spend their day outside in our
woodland embracing nature.
Each day there will be free play, den
building, tree climbing, team games, stories
and songs, craft activities, tool work,
campfire snacks.

Booking is NOW available on your child’s ARBOR account.




Stars of the Week
Week commencing 18.05.26

Class

Name

Reason

Nursery FT

Mika’el

For his creativity and perseverance making a fish tank in our sand pit.

Nursery PT

Ethan

For working hard on his listening skills and being a super friend!

Blue Class

Maeve

For her amazing effort and ideas in writing this week! Well done, Maeve.

Red Class

Muiz

For his fantastic letter and number writing this week. He is kind to his friends and
helpful at tidy up time. Well done, Muiz!

Yellow Class

Nataniel

For always being so helpful and for his amazing tidying up. Good job!

™

Conan

For his improved attitude and focus in our maths lessons. Conan is beginning to
complete some tasks independently. Well done and keep it up Conan!

1N

Bobby

For the effort he is putting into his writing and for working on his targets. He has also
been so helpful and he is always kind to his classmates. Keep up the great work!

1w

Marnie

For her fantastic focus in writing this week. She has been so independent, remembering
her capitals, finger spaces and full stops all by herself. Well done!

2E

Saint

For his fantastic enthusiasm towards learning this week. He has been so eager to take
part and loves sharing pieces of work he is proud of with others. Well done!

Johanna

For her kindness towards others and for always being so helpful in the classroom! Well
done Johanna

Alaia

For her excellent newspaper report about the discovery of Great Zimbabwe.
Well done Alaia, keep it up

Anish

Fantastic effort in writing. Well done!

Adem

For his fantastic engagement during our topic of time.
Keep it up!

Kevin

For sharing his amazing ideas during the hot write. Well done, Kevin, keep it up

Bobby

For always being a helping hand around the classroom and supporting his peers. He is
consistently kind to everyone, which is such a wonderful quality to have. He is making
great progress in his learning and should be very proud of himself. Well done,

Bobby

Maleena

For showing a fantastic effort in writing lessons and trying her best to become more
independent. Keep it up!

Patryk

For being really kind, helpful, and supportive in the classroom. He has a fantastic
attitude to learning and collaborative learning in all lessons. Super effort, Patryk!

Nadjah

For her excellent attitude and approach to maths lessons this week, enabling her to
master how to add and subtract decimals with different decimal places.

Zach

For being kind and helpful to his classmates in the playground, always stepping in to
support them when they are hurt. Your kindness and thoughtfulness never go
unnoticed. Well done!

Aleena

Showing a fantastic attitude towards her learning, Aleena approaches every challenge
with enthusiasm and determination, while encouraging her peers. Superb effort

Aleena

Year 6

All of year
6

For being so amazing during their trips this week. For showing resilience,
determination and team work.

Resource Base

Gabriel

For fantastic focus in lessons! It’s amazing to see how your engagement is shining
through in the brilliant work you’re producing — keep it up, Gabriel!




On Tuesday, 15 children from years 5 and 6 competed in the inaugural Lewisham athletics event at the Alex Yee Ladywell
Arena. They were each permitted to participate in one track event and one field event each. Track events included the
75m, 200m, 400m and 600m races whilst the field events included the howler throw, triple jump and standing long jump.
It was an incredible experience for the children as they had the opportunity to see, and compete against, the top young
athletes in Lewisham. Although we are yet to receive the final scores, it was certainly a successful day for the Torridon
team! We had an outstanding seven first place finishes in the races, with two of them reaching the finals of their event
based on their incredible times. We also had at least one gold medal placing in the field events! The tournament
concluded with a 4x100m relay race for both girls and boys — where we finished in a respectable 4™ place in both.
Congratulations to all our young athletes on the day — and a special congratulations to Jeraiah for reaching the 200m
final, and to Rome for winning the 75m final and achieving the furthest score in the standing long jump!

Although the children will already know how they did in their individual events, we have a brief wait before we find out
how well we did overall. Each child will receive a score for their track and field events and then we will find out the overall
score, and place, for the team. Once these scores

have been published, we will let the children and

families know. Congratulations to our young athletes

for representing Torridon both remarkably and

respectfully!

Saturday League Final Result

On Saturday, our year 5 boys’ football team played

their last match of the season — the cup final against

Prendergast! Earlier this year, Prendergast beat us 1-

0 in the league and ended up winning the title, so it was destined to be a challenging match. However, since that defeat,
our boys went through a transformational period where they became one of the most dominant teams in the league. Not
only did they end up securing a second-place finish in the league, but they went on an undefeated run in the cup group
stages to reach this final. On Friday, the team trained well and we discussed the strengths and weaknesses of our game.
We adopted a dynamic strategy, so our defenders were supported by the attacking players to ensure we didn’t concede
whilst our defenders supported the attack to put further pressure on our opponents. Ultimately, this meant that every
player had to work even harder and alternate playing in dual positions.

The match started incredibly well. Our boys were on the front foot for the majority of the first half. Within the first
minute, Matthew had already made a bold run down the wing but fired just wide of the post. Moursine was outstanding
on the left wing as he dispossessed their star player every single time whilst also using his speed on the attack. Kruz was
formidable in the centre of the pitch battling for the ball, dribbling through the centre and controlling the game. Arlo and
Malachi defended superbly. There was a brief heart in the mouth moment where a goal kick fell straight to their attacker,
but a skewed shot and our goalpost kept the scores level. Our boys took control of the remaining minutes of the first half

— creating opportunities to score and challenging their keeper — but the score remained goalless as the half time whistle

came.

Prendergast started strong in the
second half. They had the ball in our
half for the first few minutes — a couple
of controversial free-kicks and an array
of corners kept our defence and
goalkeeper busy. Elijah was amazing
down that wing tracking back to
defend as well as linking up with the
midfield and Matthew up front. Luca in
goal was phenomenal. He was there




every time — catching their corners and thwarting their opportunities. He made one particular outstanding save mid-way
through the half which seemed to be a pivotal moment as the momentum shifted in our favour. Mekai and Kylan began
to work their magic again in midfield, causing their opponents all sorts of problems whilst Matthew was outstanding in
attack. He controlled his space perfectly well — it seemed that every touch he had was exceptional. Bobby was his usual
reliable self in defence and is one of the reasons that Prendergast failed to score. As the game seemed to be drifting into a
goalless draw, a moment of class completely changed the game.

Kylan made a brilliant run down the right wing, twisting and

turning his opponents, and delivered a perfectly weighted cross.

It seemed to be drifting towards the goal, forcing the

Prendergast keeper to push the ball up in the air. As the ball

came down, it fell straight to Jah’'Shawny who was in the right

place at the right time to volley the ball into the back of the net!

An amazing goal from one of our most tactically aware players

on the pitch.

For the final few minutes, Arlo came back on to sure up the
defence alongside Bobby. Together, they ensured that any
further attempt by Prendergast would be swiftly dealt with. As
the final whistle blew, the boys’ celebrated an amazing 1-0
victory against an incredibly talented team. That victory marks
the first time that Torridon have won the year 5 cup trophy! A
great achievement for an incredible group of young aspiring
footballers.

After the match, both teams came together to congratulate each other after the match and to hear from the organiser,
and match referee, Paul Harper. He awarded our goalkeeper, Luca, the player of the match award for demonstrating
excellent goalkeeping skills, keeping a clean sheet, and being honest during the match. An extremely deserved
achievement. The B-League cup trophy was then presented to Bobby, our captain for the day, who then sparked some

more celebrations to end a remarkable season of football.

This group of boys have had an amazing year — they came together as individually talented young footballers and
finished the season as a formidable team. They only lost one match since their first game back in October! Well done to
our boys’ team! Although the season has now come to an end, the team will be invited to meet up one final time — at the
awards ceremony. To acknowledge their achievements this year, they will be awarded with runners-up medals for the
league as well as winners medals for the cup! We will be in touch after half term with the date and venue.




Fun Activities & Events

You are invited to come and take part in our

A UNIQUE CHANCE TO TAKE PART IN THE SHOW! MOSAIC PROIJECT

at the Corbett Community Library, 103 Torridon Road, SE6 1RQ
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HOMEWORK PROJECT IS BACK!

After an incredible launch in February,
§ Homework Project returns to the
Fellowship Inn on 4™ July for another

4:,,
unforgettable night — bringing
parents and friends together for
memorable dance music, great vibes,
and an even greater cause.

The first Homework Project event was
‘ a huge success, raising around £500

for each music departments at
Torridon, Sandhurst, and Prendergast
egents schools. Thanks to your support,

B U R @ N B U LU M Torridon has already been able to put
this funding to good use (Torridon

now has a class set of glockenspiels t
A NIGHT OF HOUSE & BREAKS ow has a class set of glockenspiels to
\ use in music lessons) - and we’re just

£10 .
|
® v uey 2026 1 7-120m N getting started!

FELLOWSHIP INN, SE6 3BT §@§ ‘ Now, the three brilliant school dads
N L behind Homework Project are back,

hosting another amazing night on
— and this time, we’re aiming
even higher.

o[F]

o @wearehomeworkproject (© @homENOREERNEEERIESEALS

Here’s the exciting part:
Funds raised will again be shared across the three schools — but this time, the more Torridon
parents who attend, the bigger our share will be. So let’s show up, have fun, and raise even
more for our music department

Grab your tickets and donate here:
https://superkind.org/school/homework-project

Important: Please make sure you when booking so the funds come
directly to our school.
Expect a fantastic night of music, community, and celebration — all while supporting
something truly meaningful.
Also please join the HomeWorkProject Instagram community at
https://www.instagram.com/homeworkprojectpresents?igsh=NGUzdzVrZ2U3c2dq&utm_source

=qr

A huge thank you again to the three dads making this happen — we can’t wait to see you

there!
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As a school, we use Arbor as our main communication system it’s a fantastic tool and we
strongly encourage all parents and carers to sign up to the Arbor app to benefit from its full
features.

The Arbor app enables you to: Receive important messages and updates from the school
promptly Book clubs, trips, and activities Make payments securely and conveniently Keep your
child’s contact and medical information up to date.

When there is a new message or an action required, you will see a red notification banner
within the app to alert you. We also recommend enabling push notifications to ensure that
messages are received in real time and no important information is missed.

To enable this: Open the Arbor app on your device Go to your device Settings Select
Notifications Find and select Arbor Ensure Allow Notifications is switched on.

If you have not yet set up the app or require any assistance, please contact the school office
and we will be happy to help.

Thank you for your continued support.




