
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                        
 

19th June 2026 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
I would like to start this week’s newsletter with some FANTASTIC NEWS!! Following an accreditation visit 
earlier this week, we have been given a PLATINUM award for OPAL Play. This puts us in the top 2% of UK 
Primary schools for the quality of our play offer. I am absolutely delighted and could not be prouder of the 
children and staff team who have worked so hard to make OPAL Play such a success. Special thanks go to; 
Gwen, Kelley and the OPAL play team, the support staff who are on the playground every single day, despite 
rain, thunder, hail, snow or heatwaves like today, our parent champion, Nancy and Governor champion, 
Sarah. Their passion and commitment to our OPAL Play journey has been incredible and I am amazed at how 
they have transformed our playground in such a short space of time. Thank you also to all of you for being so 
supportive of our OPAL journey. We could not have done it without you! 
 
Bethan Morgan, our OPAL Play mentor shared this after her visit this week: 
‘I am so impressed by what you've achieved over the last 21 months. It is an absolute credit to the entire team, 
the school, the children, the community, and the work that you've put into improving your playtimes at 
Torridon. It was brilliant to see your playtimes in action! 
You can see how much investment has gone into developing your playground and ensuring you meet the needs 
of all of your children.’ 
 
Michael Follet, Director of OPAL Play also reached out to us with the following message: 
‘I would like to offer my heartfelt congratulations on your recent achievement in gaining an OPAL award at 
Torridon Primary School. Changing the culture of an organisation is not easy but you have done it, to become 
one of the best schools in the country for the quality of your playtime provision. 
Along the way I am sure you have had ups and downs dealing with the common issues of rain and mud, 
tidying-up and broken loose parts, but the fact that you have gained an award proves you have succeeded in 
transforming playtimes for all your children. 
Best wishes Michael Follett’ 
 
We are looking forward to seeing some of you at our sports day events next week. Please make sure you 
remember your sunscreen, hats and water bottles as the forecast says it is going to continue to be very warm 
and sunny. 
 
I hope you have a 
fabulous weekend. 
 
Best wishes 
 

Manda George   

Headteacher 
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Rights Respecting School  
This week during our Rights Respecting Assemblies, we 

learned about World Day Against Child Labour, linking 

this to Articles 32 and 35. We had thoughtful discussions 

about why all children should be protected from harmful 

or dangerous work and the importance of keeping 

children safe and cared for. The children explored how 

adults make decisions to protect children’s wellbeing and 

ensure they are supported, as well as how we can all help 

to make the world a fairer place for everyone. 

 

 

 

Weekly Attendance 

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week! What a great way to end 

the week before half term starts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Attendance Class Attendance Class Attendance 

1M 95%  3A 88%  5A 97.8% 

 
1N 97%  3G 94%  5C 90%  

1W 91%  3S 97%  5V 97%  

2E 98% 

 
 

4C 91%  6L 96%  

2S 93%  4K 100% 

 

6LG 96%  

2SW 97%  4S 97%  6R 90%  



Torridon Fun Run  
 

Winners for 2026 

Nursey and Reception:   
Robert (Blue) and Amelia (Yellow) 
 
Year 1 and Year 2:  
Vinnie (1M) and Zolihat (2E) 
 
Year 3 and Year 4:  
Bobby (4C) and Salome (4C) 
 
Year 5 and Year 6:  
Eddie (6R) and Ariana (6LG) 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who took 

part in Sunday's Torridon School Fun Run. 200 children joined us in the sunshine to walk, skip, 
jog and run around the course, creating a fantastic atmosphere and helping to raise valuable 
funds for the school. 
Congratulations to every child who took part. Whether you crossed the finish line first or 
simply challenged yourself to complete the course, you should be incredibly proud of your 
achievement.  
A special thank you to all of our volunteers who gave up their time to help make the event such 
a success. Events like this simply wouldn't happen without you. 
Thank you to the Friends of Torridon PTA for delivering another brilliant event and bringing 
our school community together. 
A big thank you to Frothy Coffee for generously donating vouchers for our winners. 
 
There is still time to donate 
If you haven't had a chance to donate yet, there is still time. Every pound raised goes directly 
back to the school and helps fund activities, equipment and opportunities for our children. 
Please consider making a donation and sharing the fundraising link with family and 
friends. https://funrun.friendsoftorridon.org/ 
Keep Running 
If your child enjoyed the Fun Run and would like to keep running, why not try Junior Parkrun? 
It's a free, friendly 2km event for children aged 4–14 that takes place every Sunday 9am. 
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/events/juniorevents/#geo=3.45/54.91/-3.42 
Thank you again for making the Torridon Fun Run 2026 such a fantastic community event. See 
you same place next year! 

https://funrun.friendsoftorridon.org/
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/events/juniorevents/#geo=3.45/54.91/-3.42


Friends Of Torridon Summer Fair – Sunday 5th July 

 

Summer Fair - Sunday, 5th July, 2026, 12-4pm 

Planning for this year’s Summer Fair is in full swing! 

Friends of Torridon PTA can’t wait to welcome you on 5th 

July.  

Learn all about the fair at 

summerfair.friendsoftorridon.org  

Sign up to volunteer 

We need lots of help to run the Summer Fair. All are 

welcome, no experience necessary!  

See what’s involved and sign up for your shift at signup.friendsoftorridon.org  

 

Non-Uniform Day Donation Drive - Friday, 26th June 

 

Children are invited to wear their own clothes 

to school in exchange for a donation towards 

the fair. In particular we’re requesting:  

Games prizes: Sweets, soft drinks, alcohol, 

condiments, toiletries, household products, 

toys, craft supplies, games, etc. - anything you 

or your children would be happy to win at the 

fair. Consumables must be unopened, non-

perishable, and in date.  

Raffle prizes: High quality products, 

experiences, or vouchers. Please ask your 

employer, business contacts, family, and 

friends if they can support us with a donation. 

We can offer promotion to business donors in 

gratitude for their support.  

Plastic Tat Amnesty: Leftover or gently used 

party bag fillers 

 

http://summerfair.friendsoftorridon.org/
http://signup.friendsoftorridon.org/


Opal Celebrations! 
 

 

 

 

Celebrating Our Platinum OPAL Award 

We’re delighted to share that our school has achieved the Platinum OPAL Award, placing us in 

the top 2% of primary schools in the UK for our play provision.  

This is a fantastic achievement and reflects the hard work of our whole school community. Our 

playtimes now offer a wide range of opportunities, from imaginative play to physical 

challenges and calm spaces, so every child can enjoy and benefit from play. 

We are so proud of our pupils and grateful for the support from our staff and families. 

Thank you for being part of this journey; this is a success for us all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Published Author 
 

 
We are incredibly proud to celebrate Alyssa, 
who has recently become a published author.  
 
Inspired by National Storytelling Week, she 
submitted a powerful and thought-provoking 
rap entitled ‘Back in the Day’, which is about 
the legacy of slavery and racism, the struggle 
for equality, and resilience in overcoming 
injustice. 
 
Her work has been selected to appear in the 
National Storytelling Week KS2 anthology, 
‘Book of Bars’, a fantastic achievement. This 
is a wonderful example of creativity, voice 
and courage in writing, and we look forward 
to seeing what she creates next. 
 
 
 

 
 

Back in the Day 
  
History got scars. Can’t cover it with glitter.  
We tell it straight, so the future gets better.  
 
Chains on the wrist, ships sailing through the 
tide.  
Families torn apart, names thrown to the side.  
Stolen from home, turned into “property”  
Pain in the soil, built up a “prosperity”  
They tried to break spirit, tried to crush pride  
Still standing strong it’s the way we survived  
 
Back in the day, they tried to make us less.  
Treat us like shadows deny our breath.  
But we rose through the storm, still standing 
tall.  
From the darkest nights we answered the call.  
Remember the pain but don’t live in defeat.  
We honour the fight every time we speak.  
 
After the “freedom” still trapped in rules.  
Signs on the doors separate schools.  
Jobs underpaid, neighbourhoods redlined.  
Dreams get delayed when the system designed.  
Laws in the books, hate in stares.  
Still had to smile just to make it upstairs.  
 
Names you don’t know, but they paved the road  
Mothers and Fathers with a heavy load.  
Songs in fields turned into rhythms and blues.  
Turned into power you can’t remove.  
Hands that were forced still learned to create.  
Turned pain into art, turned scars into faith.  
 
So we remember the pain but move with grace.  
Head high, heart strong, still claiming our place.  
From the darkest nights we answered the call.  
And we ain't done yet not at all! 
 
 

 

 



Nursery – Amazing Bodies! 
This week nursery have been learning all about our amazing bodies! We have 

been reading ‘My Amazing Body’ by Pat Thomas and singing ‘Jack and Jill’. We 

have learned all about the different parts of our body we can see, as well as 

what we can’t: bones, organs and nerves. Did you know that nerves send 

messages between our bodies and brains? It’s why we feel pain. We have 

especially enjoyed learning about our hearts and lungs as well as how we can 

keep ourselves healthy and happy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursery are looking for yogurt pouch 

caps and milk bottle lids for loose 

parts. If you have any to donate 

please bring them to Jemima or any 

staff on the nursery gate! 

 

Torridon Nursery 
If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st 

September 2026 and 31st August 2027 and you would 

like to enrol them at Torridon nursery, please get an 

application from the office or request one by email from: 

admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.  

We have limited spaces, to avoid disappointment, please 

request and apply using a form as soon as possible. 

mailto:admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk


 Reception – Runaway Chapatti stories 
 

The children have been writing their own versions of the ‘Runaway Chapatti’ using their 

favourite foods.  We are so proud of their independence and passion for writing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resource Base – Superworms  
 

Children have really enjoyed exploring the text of Super worm. This week, they used their 

understanding of the story to rewrite it in their own words. They showed great creativity, 

thinking carefully about characters, settings, and sequence, while building confidence in their 

writing and storytelling skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 – Solving Number Problems 
 

This week in maths, Year 1 worked in pairs practising how to solve missing number problems. 

We looked at the parts of the number sentence we had, for example: 12 - __ = 9. Then we 

decided where to place each value on a blank bar model, using dienes. This helped us to see if 

we need to add or subtract to find the answers, which took lots of focus and verbal reasoning. 

We learned, when subtracting to find the answer, that we can count from the ‘smaller number’ 

(9) and count on until we reach the ‘larger number’ (12) to find ‘the difference’. We used our 

number lines and even our fingers to find the answers!    

          

 

Year 2 – Plants 
 

This week, year 2 have had lots of fun continuing our learning all about plants! We explored 

how seeds germinate and grow, understanding that germination is when a seed begins to 

sprout and develop into a new plant. The children were excited to discover what seeds need to 

grow and enjoyed sequencing the different stages of growth and describing each stage. Look at 

our lovely learning… 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 3 – Cultures, languages, and traditions 
 

 

 

 

 

In year 3 we continued finding out about migration. People migrate, 

or move from one place to another, for many different reasons. Some 

families move to find better jobs, safer places to live, or to be closer 

to relatives. Others may leave their home country because of war, natural disasters, or have a 

better education for their children. Migration has been happening all over the world for a very 

long time, and it helps bring different cultures, languages, and traditions together, making 

communities more diverse and interesting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 - The Girl Who Stole an Elephant 

 

This week in writing, Year 4 worked in small groups to rehearse and perform key scenes from 

Chapters 6 and 7 of The Girl Who Stole an Elephant. The children focused on using their voice, 

expression, and movement to bring the characters to life and develop a deeper understanding 

of the story. They also created freeze frames of moments to capture important scenes. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Year 5 – Volume and Capacity 
 

Year 5 has begun learning about volume and capacity, exploring how volume is measured in 
cubic meters and cubic centimeters. Using multilink cubes, we discovered that although shapes 
can look different, if they contain the same number of cubes, they have the same volume.   
  

 

 

 

 



Year 6 – Laser Quest 
Year 6 enjoyed an exciting end-of-year trip to Laser Quest 

Bromley to celebrate their hard work. The children showed 

great teamwork, enthusiasm, and sportsmanship 

throughout. Laughter and excitement filled the day, and as 

they are nearing the end of their time at Torridon, this will 

surely be a core memory as they progress to secondary 

school and beyond! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest School Camp 
 

We are very excited to announce that camp is 30 

and can be booked daily or weekly. Places are 

available for children, Reception-Year 6. 

Camp will run from Monday 3rd August- Friday 

14th August 2026 

10am-3pm.  

Our daily rate will be £40 per child (£30 for 

children eligible for pupil premium funding). Childcare vouchers are accepted. 

Children should bring a packed lunch.  

Children will spend their day outside in our woodland embracing nature.  

Each day there will be free play, den building, tree climbing, team games, stories and songs, 

craft activities, tool work, campfire snacks. 

 

Booking is NOW available on your child’s ARBOR account. 

 



Forest School – Baby Frogs & Beetles 
The children have made an amazing 

discovery this week in our mini pond. 

We have 2 baby frogs! Liam from 1M 

named one frog Jimineebob Junior and 

Max from 1M named the second frog 

Mr Chips.  Both frogs were very 

camera shy! 

 

 6 rescued an injured stag beetle from the court and bought him to safety in Forest school. 

Allotment Club – Harvesting Crops 
 

 

The children were busy harvesting crops this week. We shared some of the 

crop with EYFS for their classroom cooking. 

 

 

Golden Boot Award  
The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has shown that 

they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly Award in EYFS, KS1 

and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display the trophy in their 

classroom for a full week before the award is handed over to the next 

recipient. 

EYFS KS1 Y3&4 Y5&6 

Jaydeen (Blue 
Class) for her 
amazing dance 
moves and 
incredible rhythm! 
She encouraged the 
other children to 
join in! 

Mikail (1M) for 
building a 
magnificent snail 
house. 

Jack (3G) for his 
absolute 
determination in 
finding the treasure 
box hidden in the 
sandpit. After two 
days of searching, it 
is finally in his 
hands! He will now 
hide it for another 
child to find! 

Kyzah (6LG) for 
being the first child 
to use the sled on 
the new ramp! Well 
done for being so 
determined to try 
new things. It 
looked like you had 
so much fun! 
 



The Playground Tour 
 

. This week we hosted the Playground Tour, two dance 

performances about Bugs by Lea Anderson and Rotem 

Weissman. The children had an opportunity to participate 

with insect inspired actions accompanied by live rhythmic, 

electronic music. 

Huge thanks to Vivian’s dad, Steve who helped to arrange 

the visit and was one of the performers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOMEWORK PROJECT IS BACK! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After an incredible launch in February, Homework Project returns to the Fellowship Inn on 4th 

July for another unforgettable night — bringing parents and friends together for memorable 

dance music, great vibes, and an even greater cause. 

The first Homework Project event was a huge success, raising around £500 for each music 

departments at Torridon, Sandhurst, and Prendergast schools. Thanks to your support, 

Torridon has already been able to put this funding to good use (Torridon now has a class set of 

glockenspiels to use in music lessons) - and we’re just getting started!  

Now, the three brilliant school dads behind Homework Project are back, hosting another 

amazing night on 4th July — and this time, we’re aiming even higher. 

      Here’s the exciting part: 

Funds raised will again be shared across the three schools — but this time, the more Torridon 

parents who attend, the bigger our share will be. So let’s show up, have fun and raise even 

more for our music department 

      Grab your tickets and donate here: 

https://superkind.org/school/homework-project 

     Important: Please make sure you select the Torridon link when booking so the funds come 

directly to our school. 

Expect a fantastic night of music, community, and celebration — all while supporting 

something truly meaningful. 

Also please join the Homework Project Instagram community at 

https://www.instagram.com/homeworkprojectpresents?igsh=NGUzdzVrZ2U3c2dq&utm_source

=qrA huge thank you again to the three dads making this happen — we can’t wait to see you 

there! 
 

https://superkind.org/school/homework-project
https://www.instagram.com/homeworkprojectpresents?igsh=NGUzdzVrZ2U3c2dq&utm_source=qr
https://www.instagram.com/homeworkprojectpresents?igsh=NGUzdzVrZ2U3c2dq&utm_source=qr


Dates for your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 22nd June 
9.00am Guitar performance 
EYFS sports day in school (1.30pm – 3:00pm on School 
Site) 

Tuesday 23rd June 

KS2 sports day am 9.30am – 12:00pm (Abbotshall 
Centre) 
KS1 sports day pm 1:00pm – 3:00pm (Abbotshall 
Centre) 

Wednesday 24th June PTA Family Lego event – CANCELLED 
Friday 26th June PTA non-uniform day – Donations for the fair  
Week beginning 29th June Whole school assessment week 

Wednesday 1st July 
Yellow class to Horniman Museum 
Year 6 Triathlon event  

Friday 3rd July 
Year 5 and 6 girls’ World Cup football event 
Red and Blue class to Horniman Museum 

Saturday 4th July Homework Project – adults only event  
Sunday 5th July PTA event – Summer Fair  
Monday 6th July  Resource base and parents/carers picnic – 6th July PM. 
Tuesday 7th July  4pm Summer music concert 
Wednesday 8th July  Year 4 to Science Museum 
Thursday 9th July 5pm Year 6 performance  
Friday 10th July 9am Year 6 performance  

Wednesday 15th July 
9:15am – 11:00am Stay and play Session for nursery 
& Reception Starters 

Thursday 16th July Year 6 leavers’ party 

Friday 17th July 
9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly 
Introduction to reception meeting 9:00am – 9:30am 
Last day of term (2pm finish) 

Wednesday 20th July – Tuesday 1st 
September  

SUMMER HOLIDAY  

Wednesday 2nd September INSET Day 
Thursday 3rd September  Children return to school 



  

Stars of the Week   

Week commencing 12.06.26  

Class  Name  Reason  

Nursery 
FT  

Jaquan  For his pride in the nursery environment and fabulous effort tidying the Teddy Bear Hospital every 
day.  

Nursery 
PT  

Rishani  For her enthusiastic approach to all learning activities!  

Blue 
Class  

Theophilus  For being a consistent role model to others, always offering a helping hand and being kind to his 

friends. Well done, Theophilus          

Red 
Class  

Judy  For her fantastic writing in phonics. She shares with her friends and helps during tidy up time. Well 

done, Judy!          

Yellow 
Class  

Elodie  For being an amazing role model. She is always kind, helpful and hardworking. Well done!  

1M  Lily  For her excellent attitude towards her learning. Lily is keen to do her best in all lessons and has 

become a role model to others. Well done and keep it up!          

1N  Liam  For his thoughtful and considerate attitude towards others this week, and for taking care to follow the 

class rules. Keep up the great work!          

1W  Nellie  For her amazing focus and effort throughout the week. She is always an amazing role model in the 
classroom. Well done, Nellie.  

2E  Hanane  For her amazing effort towards her math learning this week. Well done, keep it up          

2S  Zolihat  For always being a wonderful role model to others. She is always making the right choices and is a 

fantastic, kind and positive member of the class! Well done Zolihat           

2SW  Thaarani  For being so helpful and supportive towards her peers. Thaarani always tries her very best to help 

others and is such a good role model. Well done Thaarani, Keep it up!         

3A  Kayden  For always trying very hard in your learning. You are an excellent role model to others – well 

done!          

3G  Mohana  For her confidence when recalling times table facts in front of her peers. You are a star! 😊    

3S  Carter  For trying to remember to use the correct punctuation in his learning. Well done, keep it up         

4C  Melinda  For being so focused during lessons and always trying her best to contribute. I have seen so much 

progress in her learning this year. Well done, Melinda          

4K  Lovisa  For demonstrating excellent behaviour at all times and consistently taking responsibility 

in her approach to learning. Keep up your fantastic effort         

4S  Oscar  He has been focused and hardworking in all lessons; therefore, he has completed his learning to a very 

high standard.  His letter from the King is a brilliant example. Well done, Oscar!          

5A  Emmaline  For her consistent positive approach towards all areas of her learning; she is always willing to share 
her ideas and explain her thinking during class discussions. Keep it up!  

5C  Nickiya  For contributing her ideas during class discussions, trying her best in all activities, and attending school 
every day this week.  

5V  Ottilie  Incredibly focused and on task this week, she is beginning 

to articulate her thoughts clearly and support her points with thoughtful evidence. Well done!          

6L  Bethany   For sharing her fantastic historical connections to the Suffragettes. Bethany engaged in historical 
research and produced secondary resources to support her findings. Well done !   

6LG  Kai  To provide excellent feedback during peer assessment in our writing lesson. He gave thoughtful 
comments which showed great attention to detail. Well done!  

6R  Aathesh  For demonstrating improved focus and making positive, responsible decisions—well done!  

Resource 
Base  

Munasar  For writing brilliant sentences independently, demonstrating excellent use of full stops and capital 
letters. Keep it up, Munasar!  

  

 



 



 


