Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG
Headteacher: Manda George
Telephone: 0208 697 2762

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

8t May 2026
Dear parents and carers,

Whilst it has been a short week due to the Bank Holiday, it has definitely been as jam packed
as ever! We had trips to the British Museum for Year 2 and Year 5, a hockey tournament for
children in years 5 and 6, a Viking workshop for Year 4 and a visit from Andy the Bug Guy who
brought along spiders, snakes, lizards and bugs to delight the children in Reception.

Next week, our wonderful Year 6 children will be sitting their SATs tests. They have worked so
hard throughout the year and we know they are going to do a brilliant job next week. They
will be holding an ice lolly sale at the end of the day on Friday 15™ May. They are starting to
raise money to support their end of year activities so do come and support them if you can.

This week, | received a message from the Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel De Souza. She
wants to hear from children and young people to find out their biggest concerns, their hopes
for the future and thoughts about changes they would like to see in their local communities.
She is inviting children and young people to complete a survey to share their ideas about what
a good childhood should look like. We will be talking to children about the survey in more
detail over the next few weeks. In the meantime, you

can find out more information by visiting the website

below.

Homepage | Children’s Commissioner for England

Whatever you have planned, | wish you all a fantastic
weekend.

Best wishes

Manda George

Headteacher

Thank you for observing our school street rules and not driving during
restricted times, allowing our children a healthier and safer journey to and
from school every day. If you must drive to school, please also remember to
park safely and considerately, taking into account our neighbours’ safety
and access to their driveways.



https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
mailto:admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk
http://www.torridonprimary.lewisham.co.uk/

Rights Respecting School
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MAKING RIGHTS
REAL CII.DM.I A”U!S

This week in our Rights Respecting Assemblies, we have been busy discussing Articles 1, 4 and
41. During this time we thought about how every child has rights and the importance of how
adults and governments should help protect them. We shared ideas on how we can all help
make sure everyone’s rights are respected at school and beyond.

Allotment club — Sunflower Planting

We had our health check from the Street trees team this week. The
children have worked hard on weeding around the bases of our
playground tree, adding

woodchip mulch.

. It is so wonderful to see how much pride our children take
in developing our outdoor spaces.




Torridon Nursery

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st September 2026 and 3 1st August 2027
and you would like to enrol them at Torridon nursery, please get an application from the office
or request one by email from: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.

We have limited spaces. To avoid disappointment, please request and apply as soon as
possible.

Resource Base — Communication & Relationships

The children continued with their turn-taking intervention this week in the Resource Base. They
enjoyed practicing sharing, waiting, and playing together, helping to develop their patience,
confidence, and communication skills while building positive relationships in a supportive and
engaging environment. ’ '
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mailto:admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk
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Reception — Bugs & Beasts

Reception loved their visit from the Bug Guy! They
enjoyed learning about the minibeasts and were very

Year 1 stepped back in time and found out what
it was like to be at school in the Victorian era.

The children were very surprised at how strict
their teachers were and at having to pay one
penny to come to school! PE was a drill session,
with marching and lots of exercises, while maths
was repeating and copying the two times table.
After a while, the children decided that they no
longer wanted to be at Victorian school, so they
learned about the jobs that Victorian children had
to do and wrote job applications to become
chimney sweeps, maids and bottle washers. The
children also learnt a verse of the nation anthem
and stood up to sing it to a picture of Queen Victoria, before learning and
performing a Victorian paired dance.




This week, we enjoyed an exciting
school trip to the British Museum as
part of our topic, ‘Heroic Historians’.
We began by exploring the Kingdom
of Ur, where we discovered beautiful
jewellery and even saw one of the
world’s oldest board games.

We then visited the Ancient China exhibition, where we
explored a range of fascinating artefacts. We looked closely at
pottery, jade gemstones and statues, thinking carefully about
what they might have been used for. A big thank you to all the
parents who joined us on our school trip — it was an amazing
day enjoyed by all!

Year 3, learned about the exciting Roman
invasion of Britain! Nearly 2,000 years

ago, in AD 43, the Roman army, led by Emperor Claudius,
arrived in Britain with strong soldiers, armour, and powerful
weapons. The Romans wanted to take over the land and make it
part of their growing empire. The Celts, who were already living in Britain, tried to defend their
homes, but the Romans built roads, towns, and forts to help them stay in control. We enjoyed
finding out how the Romans lived, what they wore, and ' / // I G A LR
M*ﬁh?‘? :
how their invasion changed Britain forever




Year 4 — Viking Workshop

On Tuesday, Year 4 pupils had an exciting day taking part
in a Viking Workshop. The children looked fantastic in
their costumes and fully embraced the experience, using
their homemade props such as shields and swords.

In the morning, they learned about Viking migration and
tools, took part in a quiz, and enjoyed playing the
traditional game 7he Fox and the Geese. In the afternoon,
they explored Viking battles, formed a shield wall and
even experienced axe throwing.

It was a fun and engaging day that helped bring their
history learning to life.

Year 5 pupils recently enjoyed an exciting visit to the British Museum as part of their Ancient

Greece topic. The trip gave children the opportunity to see real historical artefacts up close,
including parts of the famous Parthenon sculptures. |

Exploring the galleries helped deepen their understanding of Greek
life, mythology, and achievements beyond what they have learned in
the classroom. Pupils were fascinated by the detail and history
behind each object, making the experience both memorable and

inspiring.

The visit has brought their learning to life and will support their
continued work
on Ancient
Greece back at
school.




Year 6 — Horrible Histories

This week, year 6 have been busy - _
: > ® ®

developing their writing skills by * HORRIBLE HIST@R;ES HORRIBLE HIS Eﬂs .

creating biographies of King Henry T

Vil in the style of Horrible Histories. QV\VV

The children thoroughly enjoyed \/’ ‘ \

[
work, bringing history to life in an - Sede\"
Diary

& :',.'

adding a humorous twist to their

4

engaging and entertaining way. w *

They worked hard to incorporate
accurate historical facts about Henry = ' "’"'“" T

VIII’s life, whilst also using witty language and playful exaggeration to capture the reader’s
attention. From his larger-than-life personality to his many dramatic life events, the pupils
demonstrated a fantastic understanding of how to balance informative writing with humor We
were incredibly impressed with their creativity, enthusiasm, and ability to adapt their writing
style to suit the Horrible Histories theme — the results were both informative and highly

entertaining!

Weekly Attendance

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week! It’s been a great start to
the first full week back!

Class Attendance Attendance Attendance

™ 94% 90% 100%

1IN 96% 91% 90%

1w 94% 96% 95%

2E 98% 98% 92%

25 91% 95% 99%

100% 88% 95%




[ Class

STARS OF THE WEEK

Name

Reason

Nursery
FT

Zayn

For his fantastic listening and focus during phonics sessions

Nursery
PT

Shahrooz

For starting his first week at Torridon with confidence and enthusiasm

Blue Class

Jaydeen

For making huge improvements in her writing and phonics learning. Keep it up Jaydeen!

Red Class

Tishara

For her fantastic writing and reading during Phonics. She is a kind friend and helpful at tidy up
time. Well done, Tishara!

Yellow
Class

Jason

For always being so creative and working hard on his handwriting. Well done!

™

Leo

For his effort in our writing lessons. Leo is beginning to complete tasks with more independence.
Well done and keep it up Leo!

1N

Yazmin

For her positivity and focus. She has been an excellent role model on the carpet with her
good listening and participation. Keep up the great work!

%%

Nella

For her wonderful participation in Maths Mastery sessions. Keep up the fantastic engagement
Nella!

2E

Mikolaj

For working so hard to improve his presentation. He is now consistently using his leading joins
in all of his learning and remembering finger spaces. You should be very proud of your hard
work! Well done!

Desire

For his positive attitude towards his learning! Desire comes to school every day with a big smile
on his face, ready to listen and learn and is an excellent role model to his peers! Keep it up Desire

Rudy

For writing an excellent recount about our fabulous school trip to the British Museum. Your
learning was presented beautifully, | could see all of the hard work that you put into your joined
handwriting. Well done Rudy, keep it up!

Bernice

For your dedication to learning how to read the time — your determination really paid off. Well
done!

Ada

For always completing her learning and for supporting others in the class. Keep it up!

Mimi

For using inference skill to gain an understanding of the text. Well done Mimi, keep it up

Rowan

For consistently staying focused during lessons, showing great respect, and always being kind to
others. Well done, Rowan !

Thomas

For consistently completing his spelling home learning and writing some interesting sentences.
Thomas has used his knowledge of subordinating conjunctions to extend his sentences.

Knox

For completing all of his learning to a very high standard. For being extremely
focused, motivated and independent in all lessons. Well done, Knox!

Christian

For displaying the core value of excellence in his writing- using the key features of a diary entry
to ensure his writing is successful. Well done!

5C

For working brilliantly as team, supporting one another and cooperating well yesterday on thei
visit to the British museum. They were a real credit to the school. Well done 5C!

Rakaiah-
Renae

Always on task and respectful in the classroom, the last few weeks you have put in extra effort
into your maths to make sure you are fully answering the Learning Question. Well done!

Rome

For consistently showing resilience and determination across all areas of learning and
approaching every challenge with courage, perseverance and a positive attitude. Well done!

Junior

For writing an excellent biography on King Henry VIl where you carefully included information
as well as balancing humor in the style of ‘Horrible Histories’. Well done!

6R

lvanka

For trying really hard in your latest hot write. You have included many facts, humour and a
range of punctuation. Well done for presenting your learning so neatly too!

Resource
Base

Arafa

For her amazing attitude to her work this week. She has completed all of her learning with
enthusiasm. She was also brilliant at taking turns during the turn taking intervention. Keep it up,
Arafa!




Message from Janet Daby MP

EYFS

KS1

Y3/4

Y5/6

Max and Elodie
(Yellow class)
for exploring in
the mud kitchen
with the pots,
plates and
utensils and for
tidying up
swiftly and
efficiently!

Raul and Uma
(29)

So many
children have
been enjoying
the music from
our new
playground
speakers. This
week | noticed
Uma and Raul
really enjoying
themselves and
showing us
their brilliant
dance moves!

Zariah (4S) for
playing with
children who
were upset.
Kindness is
important!

Keep it up

Harmony,
Amelie &
Krishigaa (6R)
for always
being friendly
and polite
around the
playground
and even
offering help
with jobs in the
dinner hall.
Well done and
thank you!

Member of Parliament for Lewisham East
As you may be aware, the Government has recently released its Schools White Paper, a large
portion of which is dedicated to outlining the Government’s planned SEND reforms.

These plans, accompanied by almost £3 billion of investment into SEND infrastructure and
staffing, represent a substantial change to the way SEND students will be supported going
forward, and it is vital that the Government remains in close consultation with educators, the
parents and carers of SEND children so that its reforms reflect the needs of those involved in
SEND provision and the challenges faced by parents and students in need of support.

In service of this, | have arranged public consultation sessions for parents, carers and
professionals of SEND children who wish to share their views on both the current system and

the Government’s proposals.

The information collected through this session will be submitted to the Government’s
consultation as well as informing my own engagement with these reforms as they pass through

Parliament.

There are three sessions running throughout May;

1 Conisborough College from 6:30pm to 8pm on the 12" of May
1 Holbeach Primary School from 6pm to 7:30pm on the 14™ of May
1 Coopers Lane Primary School from épm to 7:30pm on Thursday the 21 of May.

Free tickets for each event can be booked here: SEND Consultation Tickets, Tuesday 12

May ® 18:30-20 | Eventbrite



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/send-consultation-tickets-1988615223666?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/send-consultation-tickets-1988615223666?aff=oddtdtcreator

Dates for Your Diary

Week beginning Monday 11" May Year 6 SATs week

Wednesday 13* May

Nursery to Horniman Museum butterfly house

Tuesday 19" May

Year 5 and 6 athletics tournaments

Tuesday 19" May

Year 6 Dance performance 3.30 - 4.00

Wednesday 20* - Friday 22" May

Year 6 school journey

Monday 25" - Friday 29* May

HALF TERM

Tuesday 2™ June

2.45pm Year 2 recorder performance

Year 6 to Greenwich Park

Year 5 cricket tournament

Wednesday 3™ June

2.45pm Year 3 ukulele performance

Thursday 4 June

Launch of year 6 BEAM workshops

2.45pm Year 5 steel pans performance

Tuesday 9™ June

Year 6 Junior Citizenship Event

Wednesday 10* June

Year 5 and 6 girls’ cricket tournament

3.15 - 4:15pm — OPAL play date

Year 6 to Forster Park

Friday 12* June

Year 6 bowling

Sunday 14 June

PTA event - Children’s Fun Run

Tuesday 16 June

Year 6 laser quest

Wednesday 17 June

Year 5 and 6 boys’ cricket tournament

Reception hearing and vision screening

Friday 19'" June

Whole school dance workshops

Monday 22" June

9.00am Guitar performance

EYFS sports day in school (1.30pm start)

Tuesday 23 June

KS2 sports day am

KS1 sports day pm

Wednesday 24 June

PTA Family Lego event

Week beginning 29t June

Whole school assessment week

Wednesday 1* July

Yellow class to Horniman Museum

Year 6 Triathlon event

Friday 3™ July

Year 5 and 6 girls’ World Cup football event

Red and Blue class to Horniman Museum

Saturday 4* July

Homework Project — adults only event

Sunday 5% July

PTA event — Summer Fair

Tuesday 7t July

4pm Summer music concert

Wednesday 8™ July

Year 4 to Science Museum

Thursday 9t July

5pm Year 6 performance

Friday 10t July

9am Year 6 performance

Thursday 16t July

Year 6 leavers’ party

Friday 17 July

9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly
Last day of term (2pm finish)

Wednesday 20 July — Tuesday 1 September

SUMMER HOLIDAY

Wednesday 2™ September

INSET Day

Thursday 3" September

Children return to school




Fun Activities

D 1985«

MAY HALF-TERM
HOLIDAY CAMP

The Lions Centre, Bolina Rd, SE16 3LD

10am-3pm

© O
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Tuesday 26" May - Friday 29" May
£12 per day or £40 for four days

Age 5-13 year-olds

Contact: Nfarrell@millwallcommunity.org.uk
or telephone: 07932877303 for more information

Football, Multi-Sports and Arts & Crafts Camp

Register here or visit:
https://tinyurl.com/34df8ks5

WIGGETT
GROUPRP

THE MAKERS OF TASKMASTER ARE
CASTING FAMILIES, COUPLES &
HOUSEMATES FOR A NEW CHANNEL 4
SHOW!

Fancy tackling Taskmaster-style games together in
the comfort of your own home?

Think you could beat other households and be in
with a chance of winning a cash prize?

Then get in touch!

www.avalontvcastin.com

Terms and conditions apply
Any information you provide as part of your application will be processed
in line with our privacy policy: https://avalonuk.com/privacy-policy-cast-
crew-and-talent/




