Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG
Headteacher: Manda George
Telephone: 0208 697 2762

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

15t May 2026
Dear parents and carers,

Spring has certainly sprung this week! It has been wonderful to have our sunny playtimes and
lunchtimes back again. Long may it last!

We had a visit this week from some university students who are considering teaching as a
career. They loved their visit to Torridon and were so complimentary about what they saw.
They praised children’s excellent behaviour in lessons and said how welcoming our wonderful
staff team were. It always makes me feel so very proud when | hear such lovely feedback from
visitors.

It was so nice to see some of you giving up your time to come and read with the children in our
‘share a story’ session in nursery this morning. Remember these sessions run every Friday and
the children would love to see you if you have a few minutes to spare to pop in and read with
them.

We have another busy week in store next week. Year 4 have a Viking workshop, Reception
have a visit from Andy the Bug Guy, Year 2 and Year 5 are visiting exhibits at The British
Museum and some of our upper Key Stage 2 children will be taking place in a hockey
tournament. There is definitely never a dull moment at Torridon!

Don’t forget Monday is a Bank Holiday so we will look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 5%
May. Whatever you have planned, | hope you have a wonderful long weekend.

Warm wishes
Manda George

Headteacher
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In this week’s assembly, we had lots of interesting conversations all about Article 24 and 33.
We talked about how to stay healthy, why clean water and safe environments matter, and
how to make good choices. Everyone had lots of great ideas about how we can help each other
stay safe and well and make sure everyone feels included, respected and cared for in our
community

Torridon Nursery

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1* September 2026 and 31* August 2027 and you would like
to enrol them at Torridon nursery, please get an application from the office or request one by email from:
admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.

We have limited spaces, to avoid disappointment, please request and submit an application form as soon as
possible.

| A great big congratulations to Rohan who |
g achieved a Distinction in his ABRSM initial grade &

proud of you!

We are also very proud to share that one of our

. pupils, Kylan in year 3, has signed for
Tottenham Hotspur Football Club. A fantastic achievement — well done,
Kylan!
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This week, a small group of children proudly represented our school at the Inter-School Times Tables
Competition held at Prendergast Ladywell Primary School. The children took part in a range of exciting
challenges, including a buzzer round, rapid recall of times tables, and written multiplication tasks.

Competing against children from other schools, our team demonstrated excellent confidence, accuracy and
speed in recalling their multiplication facts. They represented the school brilliantly and should be extremely
proud of their effort and teamwork. Well done!

Here are some of their comments:

“The day went well — we might have been the best school! | completed 30 questions in 34 seconds. It was very
intense and exciting! “Josiah, 4K

“At first when we arrived, | was very anxious, but | gradually got less worried. | was doing well in the
competition and showed resilience. Even though it was tough, | managed to score a lot of points. | was happy
at the end, as | won a gold medal and a bag with a prize.” Rohan, 5A

“When | went to the competition, | was very nervous, but it soon became very fun. | was doing very well. / felt a
bit shy at the finals, but my teammates cheered me on and | won second place!” Samrawit, 3A

Attendance and Punctuality Reminder

Good attendance and punctuality are vital to children’s learning. Arriving on time helps lessons
start calmly and ensures no learning time is missed.

Wherever possible, we kindly ask that medical and other appointments are made outside of
school hours. If an appointment must take place during the school day, please inform the
school in advance and provide any medical letters or appointment confirmations.

Thank you for your continued support.




From now on, paper consent forms will no longer be sent home. All trip letters will be shared
via the Arbor app, and consent must be given electronically.

Consent must be provided by a parent or carer with parental responsibility. Please note that
consent must be given separately for each child attending a trip.

Arbor allows families to view trip details securely in one place, give consent quickly, and keep a
clear record of permissions. It also helps us share reminders and updates efficiently. Arbor can
be accessed via the mobile app or through a web browser on a computer or tablet.

How to give consent on Arbor:
Log in to the Arbor app or website
Under Activities - Go to Trips

Select the relevant trip to read the letter (on your devise you may need to scroll to the
side to view the letter under attachments)

Click the green button sign up for the trip (some trips may need to be paid for so please
complete your check out)

Please ensure consent is given by the deadline shown on the trip letter, as trips cannot go
ahead without consent.

If you have not logged into Arbor recently, please check that your contact details are up to
date. If you need help accessing Arbor or are unsure of your login details, the school office will
be happy to assist.

Parents who wish to volunteer to support a class on a school trip should speak directly to the
class teacher or contact the school office.

Resource Base — Tradtional Tales

Using picture prompts, the children confidently retold 74e Three Little Pigs out loud. This sparked lots of

excitement and led to some fantastic writing, as they enjoyed rewriting the story in their own words with great

creativity and enthusiasm.




Nursery — ahhh spiders!

This week in Nursery, we have been learning all about spiders... did you know they have 8 legs
and 8 eyes?! We have been singing Incy, Wincy Spider and reading ‘The Very Busy Spider’,
about a spider who is too busy spinning her web to play with her friends. We learned about
why it is so important for spiders to make webs, it is their home and food source. We have had
lots of fun investigating minibeasts, and using glitter and painting with yarn to make webs our
pipe cleaner spiders.

Reception — Down at the bottom of the garden

This week, Reception have been learning all about plants. Each classroom is growing their very
own beanstalks. Children have been looking after the plants in their environment and wrote
their very own fact files, naming and labelling the parts of a plant and their functions.
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In Maths this week, the Year 1 children have been exploring multiplication. We began by using practical
resources such as Numicon and 1p, 2p, 5p and 10p coins to build repeated addition number sentences.

The children then developed their understanding further by representing their counting in equal groups using

bar models.

This hands-on approach helped them see how multiplication can be shown in different ways and supported

their growing confidence with grouping and counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.

This week in Year 2, we received some very exciting mail — a special letter inviting us to visit the British
Museum! We were all thrilled by the news and cannot wait to explore the amazing artefacts and learn lots of
new things, including discovering Ancient China and viewing incredibly special jewels like those from the
Kingdom of Ur.

Next week, we will be writing a recount of our trip to share our experiences, so keep an eye out for them!




This week, Year 3 pupils enjoyed a fantastic science trip focused on exploring plants and how they grow. The
children were excited to observe a wide variety of plants up close, noticing differences in their leaves, stems,
colours, and sizes. They discussed what plants need to stay healthy and made thoughtful connections to our
classroom learning. It was wonderful to see their curiosity in action as they compared how different plants
grow in different environments. The trip has sparked lots of great questions and enthusiasm for our current

science topic.

Year 5 has been busy delving into the myths and legends of Ancient Greece in writing this half
term. This week we are exploring the myth of Persephone and the Pomegranate seeds; to make
sure we understood the story, students dramatised Pluto stealing Persephone away to the
underworld. We also have focused on deliberately choosing exciting vocabulary and expanded
noun phrases, to uplevel basic sentences around the setting of Sicily.

W By




Year 4 — Narrative Writing

This week in Year 4, we are preparing to write our own narratives inspired by our core text,
Odd and the Frost Giants.

As part of our writing process, we worked together in groups to create large mind maps of
powerful and ambitious vocabulary to use in our Viking narratives. We gathered our words
from a range of sources, including chapters from Odd and the Frost Giants, vocabulary banks
from previous lessons, Astrid and the Eternal Winter, as well as dictionaries and thesauruses.

We then organised the vocabulary into clear categories to help us choose words effectively in
our writing. These included:

Viking objects

Verbs

Expanded noun phrases
Fronted adverbials
Similes and metaphors

This activity helped us build a rich bank of language to support vivid descriptions and exciting

storytelling in our Viking narratives.
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Year 6 — Drama brings history to life

Year 6 enjoyed a drama-based writing lesson using /ot seating, where pupils K
took on the role of King Henry VIII. Each group asked questions based on SSRIBLE HISMIES
their history learning, helping to deepen understanding of the Tudor H
monarch. Next week, they will use this experience to write Horrible \/‘ \\

Histories—style biographies of King Henry VIII! ida bﬁh
@
4 J%ncqrg x

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has shown
that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly Award in
W EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display the trophy in
1| their classroom for a full week before the award is handed over to the next

— CCipient.

EYFS KS1 Y3/Y4 Y5/Y6

Sufiyan and Lyra 1TW 4S for working Finlay (5C) for
Lashwin (Red Johana 1M together to tidy up | being such a
Class) for their for creating the the sand pit. positive team
enjoyment, "England airplane" playerin the
perseverance and | How amazing does sports he plays in
delight playing the | this look! the court. Whether
pirate game. [t was | B it’s football or

a windy day and y . basketball he

the pieces kept - always makes
blowing onto the : 3 sure that every
ground! They . member of the
remained calm < ' teamisincluded
and smiled the S and is one of the
whole time firstto console a
player if they make
a mistake. Thank
you and well done
to Finlay!




This week Year 2 put their learning about The Great fire of London into action! The children
worked in teams to fill buckets from ‘the River Thames’ and pass them along the line to put
out the ‘fire’.

A group of children used natural resources to build a set and then acted out the events of
the great fire of London for the rest of their class.

Year 3 have continued their learning about the Romans. This week the children used a

BOW SAW to chop a tree cookie which they then decorated to create a mini-Roman shield.

After school club met our latest family of stick insects. Max from 1N has kindly cared for
them since our original stick insects laid eggs last Summer.




]
Forest School — Summer term kit

As the weather will hopefully improve for the summer term we would like to inform you of a
forest school kit list for your child as it will be too hot to wear waterproof trousers.
EYFS children should COME TO SCHOOL dressed in the following on their forest school day and
bring their uniform in a bag.

KS1 and KS2 children should bring the following to school in a bag on their forest school day.
Welly boots
Lightweight waterproof jacket
Long sleeve T-shirt
Lightweight track bottoms/leggings
Spare pair of socks
(it is helpful if your child’s items are clearly labelled with their name)

This kit list is to ensure school uniforms do not get damaged as we do get dirty!
As the weather improves please ensure your child has sun cream applied at home BEFORE
school and that they wear a sun hat or cap.
Thank you as always for your continued support as we incorporate Forest School into our
curriculum.

Forest school camp

We are very excited to announce that camp is back for =
the second year!

~SUMI

MER
Places will be limited to 30 and can be booked daily or _ CAMP

weekly. Places are available for children, Reception-Year
6.

Camp will run from Monday 3rd August- Friday 14™ August 2026
10am-3pm.

Our daily rate will be £40 per child (£30 for children eligible for pupil premium funding).
Childcare vouchers are accepted.

Children should bring a packed lunch.
Children will spend their day outside in our woodland embracing nature.

Each day there will be free play, den building, tree climbing, team games, stories and songs,
craft activities, tool work, campfire snacks.

Booking is NOW available on your child’s ARBOR account.




Opal Bingo
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It was amazing to see our Year 6 children working together to create a flower masterpiece
in the sandpit this week.

Please remember we are collecting donations to complete this term’s bingo card. All
donations should be handed to your child’s class teacher.

OPAL Play Bingo
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Opal Playdate — Family Invitation

Wednesday 10™ June, 3.30-4.30

o
Do you want to attend the biggest playdate ever?

The school will be opening the playground so that children can play with each other and
experience OPAL play with their parents and carers.

This will be a great opportunity for you to see what the children have been raving about this
year, and for you to experience all the wonderful additions to our ever-changing playground

Please note that adults must supervise their own children and that we will begin to tidy up
with the children from 4.15.

Attendance Attendance Attendance

96% 95% 97%

99% 92% 93%

93% 96% 98%

97% 98% 96%

96% 97% 96%

99% 90% 91%

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week! It’s been a
great start to the first full week back!




Dates for Your Diary

Monday 4™ May

BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 5" May

Year 4 Viking workshop

Wednesday 6™ May

Bug Guy visit to Reception

Year to The British Museum

Friday 8" May

Year 5 and 6 mixed hockey tournament

Week beginning Monday 11" May

Year 6 SATs week

Wednesday 13" May

Nursery to Horniman Museum butterfly house

Tuesday 19" May

Year 5 and 6 athletics tournament

Tuesday 19" May

Year 6 Dance performance 3.30 - 4.00

Wednesday 20* - Friday 22" May

Year 6 school journey

Monday 25" - Friday 29* May

HALF TERM

Tuesday 2™ June

2.45pm Year 2 recorder performance

Year 6 to Greenwich Park

Year 5 cricket tournament

Wednesday 3 June

2.45pm Year 3 ukulele performance

Thursday 4 June

Launch of year 6 BEAM workshops

2.45pm Year 5 steel pans performance

Tuesday 9" June

Year 6 Junior Citizenship Event

Wednesday 10* June

Year 5 and 6 girls’ cricket tournament

3.15 - 4:15pm — OPAL play date

Year 6 to Forster Park

Friday 12* June

Year 6 bowling

Sunday 14 June

PTA event - Children’s Fun Run

Tuesday 16t June

Year 6 laserquest

Wednesday 17 June

Year 5 and 6 boys’ cricket tournament

Reception hearing and vision screening

Friday 19* June

Whole school dance workshops

Monday 22™ June

9.00am Guitar performance

EYFS sports day in school (1.30pm start)

Tuesday 23™ June

KS2 sports day am

KS1 sports day pm

Wednesday 24 June

PTA Family Lego event

Week beginning 29* June

Whole school assessment week

Wednesday 1* July

Yellow class to Horniman Museum

Year 6 Triathlon event

Friday 3 July

Year 5 and 6 girls’ World Cup football event

Red and Blue class to Horniman Museum

Saturday 4™ July

Homework Project — adults only event

Sunday 5% July

PTA event — Summer Fair

Tuesday 7% July

4pm Summer music concert

Wednesday 8 July

Year 4 to Science Museum

Thursday 9% July

5pm Year 6 performance

Friday 10" July

9am Year 6 performance

Thursday 16 July

Year 6 leavers’ party

Friday 17*" July

9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly
Last day of term (2pm finish)

Wednesday 20* July — Tuesday 1 September

SUMMER HOLIDAY

Wednesday 2™ September

INSET Day

Thursday 3™ September

Children return to school




STARS OF THE WEEK

Class

Name

Reason

Nursery
FT

Sevda

For doing good listening every morning and trying really hard at tidy up time

Nursery
PT

Bella

For her careful listening and pronunciation of sounds in phonics sessions

Blue Class

Rafi

For his incredible enthusiasm for learning and kindness to others. Well done Rdfi!

Red Class

Nura

For her fantastic writing and reading. She is very helpful at tidy up time.
Well done, Nural

Yellow
Class

Rowan

For always having a positive and enthusiastic attitude to learning. Well done!

™

Amelia

For being a kind and caring friend. Well done and keep it up!

1N

Ibrahim

For taking so much care with his writing. He has been working on his handwriting and
presentation as well as his full stops. Keep up the great work!

%%

Isaiah

For working so hard on his letter formation in the mornings. We are seeing a noticeable
improvement in presentation in his learning books. Keep it up!

2E

Ghuti

For settling in well to Torridon, she has made so many new friends and has emersed herself in our
learning. Well done Ghuti!

25

Erin

For being such anexcellent role model! Erin isalwaysso kind to
others, alwaysfollows our school rules and alwaystries her best! Well done
Erin

Manane

For all of her hard work this week. Manane has tried so hard in every lesson and

has show great determination and independence! Well done Manane, keep it up!

Eliana

For listening very well and trying your best in maths — you are developing a good understanding
of how to solve money problems — well done

Carter

For settling in well to Torridon. We are lucky to have you!

Samrawit

For being an amazing representative of our school during an inter-school
multiplication contest. Well done, you are a star

Josiah

For taking
handwriting. Well done

initiative in his class job role and
I

really showing an improvement in his

Zainab

For being focused in lessons and always trying her best. Zainab is also a kind and helpful member
of the class. Keep it up

Gabriel

He always takes pride in his learning and completes tasks to a very high standard. He is also

extremely helpful in making sure all of the laptops are put away everyday!
Gabriel.

Thank you,

5A

Zoe

For her excellent approach towards all areas of her learning, which has enabled her to
make good progress. Keep it up!

5C

Fatima

For demonstrating excellent behaviour for learning and

for

helpful in organising the timetable at the start of the day. Well done, Fatima!

being incredibly

5V

Matthew

For confidently engaging in all areas of learning with enthusiasm this week. Matthew thinks
through his ideas and can support them using evidence. Well done!

6L

Levi

For demonstrating great effort to focus on his pace for learning. This has contributed to greater
efficiency and accuracy with responses to timed activities. Well done and keep it up!

6R

Jasmithan

For more consistency in his contributions to class discussions
and demonstrating excellent collaborations with his peers. Well done.

Resource
Base

Gregory

For his amazing writing this week, Gregory retold a story verbally using descriptive language and then
independently rewrote the entire story, carefully remembering his punctuation. Well done, Gregory—

keep it up!




Fun Activities

HomeWorkProject is BACK

After an incredible launch in February, HomeWorkProject returns to the Fellowship Inn on 4™ July for another
unforgettable night — bringing parents and friends together for memorable dance music, great vibes, and an
even greater cause.

The first HomeWorkProject event was a huge success, raising around £500 for each music departments at
Torridon, Sandhurst, and Prendergast schools. Thanks to your support, Torridon has already been able to put
this funding to good use (Torridon now has a class set of glockenspiels to use in music lessons) - and we’re just

getting started!

Now, the three brilliant school dads behind HomeWorkProject are back, hosting another amazing night on
— and this time, we’re aiming even higher.

Here’s the exciting part:

Funds raised will again be shared across the three schools — but this time, the more Torridon parents who
attend, the bigger our share will be. So let’s show up, have fun, and raise even more for our music department

Grab your tickets and donate here:

https://superkind.org/school/homework-project
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LEWISHAM LIBRARIES ' %(. 5%‘{!‘5&12 SUMMER TERM 2026 WEBINARS

‘chl F”'M FESTWM' 2026 Empowering Educators | Supporting Every Learner

Who is this for?

Teachers, Teﬂcning Assistants, EAL .
Coordinatars and School Leaders supparting PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS:
pupils with English as an Additional Language.

SESSION TITLE 1-3PM

Why this programme?

»Support new-to-UK learners » Induction for EAL Co-ordinators Thurs Tth May
, , »Improve classroom language strategies *TAs — 5 Key Strategies to Develop
Reading and Writing Tues 12th May
» Raising Achievement for Beginners » EAL Assessmert, Target Setting and

to Advanced Learners of EAL Tretcking Progress for EAL Pupils Thurs 14th May

» Leam practical, ready-to-use technigues » Effective Stratagies to Develop
Critical Reading Tues 23rd June

Partnership » Developing the Acadermic Language
In collaboration with Innovating Teachers and Literacy of Advanced EAL Pupils Thurs 25th June

Academy (InTA) - -
3 \ E » Classroom Strategies for Working
: Online Self Access Course Available: with Beginners and Retugee Pupils Thurs 2nd July
M Sensory cinema play room with Classroom Strategies for Working with ey Strategies 1o Develop Cohesion
lightboxes, shadow puppets and more! Beginners (Secondary) in Writing Tues 7th July
hittps://bitly/ 4udgsy

M Relaxed screening of some short films [ [ ONLINE LIVE WEBINARS

upstairs in the IA!J—MI')" - 21 —£85 + VAT
v e e AR AR ] i We can dlso provide consultancy, bespoke training
ﬁf'or families wuh disabilities | o e K g i e e L i
' a range of languages.
and neurodiversity Please contact Rehana for further information.

WEBooking is
o 2 HLS CERTIFICATE COURSE REQUIREMENTS
essential. Secure ) - ) TR I e Pan et » To attend 3 compuisary webinar ssesions (2-hour sessions)
3 t Bl » Complete a further 3 webinar sessions (2-hour sessions) of your
your free place now - choice from the summer programime and online video courses.
‘

» Compilete inter-session tasks
» Complete a reflection of 2000-3000 words
An online course tutor will be available for 2x 30 mins webinar sessions

30 May 2026 HOUNSLOW LANGUAGE SERVICE LTD
2‘30.3'30pm YOUR LEADING EAL TRAINERS, CONSULTANTS AND PRACTITIONERS

‘We are g highly qualified and rienced team of EAL consultants working with schools,
¥q expel ng
universities both In the UK and overseas for the professional development of taachers a
Downham Uhfl'y tpeciatisa in @ achievernent of EAL pupils by developing their scademic iteracy ac

Lew'sham 7-9 Moorside Rd, Bromley BRI SEP The quality of our work is recognised by OFSTED, the Greoter London Authority (GLA), the European Ui

British Council, the Education Endowmnent Fund (EEF) and the The BellFoundation, ta name a few, rsﬂe..nna our
U > 020 8314 9705 strong national and growing international reputation.

braries libraties lewisham.gov.uk EMAIL: rehana.ochmedgealhis.org.uk | MIBILE: 07891 618 408 | WEBSITE: salhis.org.uk

& Hoursiow iegung Sarve 2 3738

Lewisham

Is your child finding it
hard to make friends?

The award-winning makers of The Dog House

are casting for a brand-new BEC series about friendship.

We are looking for children aged 5 to 8 from all over the UK who
need a little help navigating the world of friendship. Over three days, ¥
a team of child psychologists will help them build the sccial skills and & A f-,.e,r
confidence to make real, lasting connections with other kids.

If you'd like to help your child make a new friend m -- TRIALS STARTING £ M&L‘F?‘EN m":“

(with no pressure to take part), please apply at: WHAT WE OFFER 11 DEPENDING ON AGE 6ROUP

bemyfriend.tv Py e .
T s
: v COME AND JOIN THE DONS
| 10 BOOK ON EMAIL:
; PROGRAMMES®FOOTBALLDOMINATION.COM




