Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG
Headteacher: Manda George
Telephone: 0208 697 2762

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

15" May 2026

Dear parents and carers,

What a week it has been! We have had thunder, lightning, wind, rain and hail which has led to
some interesting playtimes and lunchtimes. Let’s hope it calms down in the next few days!

Our wonderful year 6 cohort have completed their SATs this week. We are so proud of the way
they conducted themselves, showing amazing focus, concentration and resilience. Every single
child tried their absolute best and demonstrated such a positive attitude towards the
assessments. Next week, some of them are off to their PGL residential trip and others will be
completing a range of exciting activities, such as paddleboarding, rock climbing and ziplining!
They have certainly earned their reward time.

On Wednesday next week, we will be celebrating No Pens Day. As part of our ongoing work on
oracy, children will be exploring practical hands-on learning experiences in order to develop
their speaking and listening skills.

The PTA are inviting children to make a small donation and to wear their own clothes on
Friday. We will have collection buckets on the gate in the morning and afternoon. Thank you
in advance for your support.

Thank you for your patience whilst we have ironed out some of the teething problems with the
new Arbor App. Hopefully by now you have all

signed up. From next week, we will be using the

app as our primary communication tool so

please make sure you have logged into your

account. If you need any support with the app,

please speak to a member of the admin team

who will be happy to help.

Have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes
Manda George

Headteacher
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Rights Respecting School

In this week’s Rights Respecting Assemblies, we explored Article 24 and
Mental Health Awareness Week. Looking after our minds is just as
important as keeping our bodies healthy! We reflected on how mental
health is a vital part of our lives and shared tools and strategies that we
could use to ensure that we are able to regulate ourselves and be of a
positive mindset wherever possible. Every child has the right to be
healthy, inside and out!

Torridon Nursery

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1st September 2026 and 31st August 2027
and you would like to enrol them at Torridon nursery, please get an application from the office
or request one by email from: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.

We have limited spaces, to avoid disappointment, please request and apply using a form as
soon as possible.

Fun Run in Forster Park

Torridon Kids' Fun Run Is Back For 2026
Save The Date - Sunday, 14 June, 1-4pm
Forster Memorial Park

Register
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This week nursery enjoyed their trip the Horniman Museum where they visited the Butterfly
House and saw lots of beautiful butterflies!

oy




Reception — Insects

This week we have turned into bug classes — Bee class, Ladybird class and Spider class.

The children learnt facts about their class bug and created a fact file.

WO 4™ May 2026
L~ Can | write facts 7




Year 1 - Plants

In science this term, we have been learning all about plants. We have practised how to name
their parts, as well as understand what helps them to grow. We also learned that trees are types
of plant, but they have special bark which helps to protect them. Using colourful tissue paper,
we created our own tree-diagrams. We thought about the different colours that we see in spring,

and we tried to include them in our learning.

This week, year 2 have been busy learning how to tell the time! We started by recapping the

role of the minute hand and how it helps us tell o’clock, quarter past, half past and quarter to
the hour. We then explored what happens as the minute hand moves from one number to the
next, each jump is 5 minutes! We also began telling the time past and to the hour using o’clock
and half past to support us. If you ever need help telling the time, just ask year 2!
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In year 3 we have been finding out all about seed dispersal. Seeds need to travel away from
their parent plant, so they have space, water, and sunlight to grow. This process is called seed
dispersal, and plants have clever ways of doing it. Some seeds are carried by the wind, like
dandelion seeds with fluffy parachutes. Others stick to animals’ fur or are eaten and later drop
elsewhere. Some plants even use water or burst open to scatter their seeds. Seed dispersal
helps new plants grow in different places, which keeps ecosystems healthy and full of life.

In year 4, we have been learning how to build simple
electrical circuits. We learned that electrical devices
are made up of circuits, which are complete loops of
components connected by wires.

We discovered that electricity only flows when the
circuit is complete. When the loop is unbroken, the
electricity can travel through the circuit and power
things like bulbs, making them light up. We also found
out that all circuits need a power source to work.

In our lessons, we used cells as our power source
because they are safe and low-powered. We talked
about staying safe and why we must never play with
mains electricity. We enjoyed working together to
build and test our circuits, and we had lots of fun
investigating what makes them work!




This week in science, the children explored mixtures and solutions
through prediction and investigation. They examined a range of
materials and liquids, making thoughtful predictions about
whether each combination would form a mixture or a solution.
The class then carried out experiments to test their ideas and
observe the results. The children thoroughly enjoyed the hands-on
learning experience and showed great enthusiasm throughout,
particularly when comparing their predictions with what
happened. It was wonderful to see their curiosity and excitement
as they developed their understanding through practical
exploration.

This week year 6 have demonstrated superb resilience and commitment when completing their
SATs. They arrived each morning full of positivity for breakfast and gave full focus to each test.

They were rewarded with a well-deserved trip to Forster Park this afternoon. You should all be

incredibly proud of your efforts. We are very proud of you all.




Resource Base — Story Telling

This week, we compared The Three Little Pigs with The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig.
The children made thoughtful comparisons between the stories and enjoyed writing in
character, showing creativity and a good understanding of each character’s thoughts and
feelings.
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Weekly Attendance

Attendance Attendance Attendance

90% 95% 98%

97% 87% 89%

96% 96% 89%

97% 96% 96%

93% 98% 99.6%

99% 93% 99.2%

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week! It’s been a great start to
the first full week back!




Opal - News

As you all are aware we play outside in all weather!
Please ensure your child brings a coat with a hood to school EVERY DAY.

The coat could stay on their peg for the term so that it is readily available on wet days.

Thank you for your continued support to Opal Play

OPAL Playdate

Wednesday 10* June, 3.30-4.30

Do you want to attend the biggest playdate ever?

The school will be opening the playground so that children can play with each other and
experience OPAL play with their parents and carers.

This will be a great opportunity for you to see what the children have been raving about this
year, and for you to experience all the wonderful additions to our ever-changing playground.

Please note that adults must supervise their own children and that we will begin to tidy up
with the children from 4.15pm.




Golden Boot Award

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has shown that
% theyare brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly Award in EYFS, KS1
% and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display the trophy in their
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\1 classroom for a full week before the award is handed

EYFS

KS1

Y3/4

Y5/6

Ruben and Andina
(Blue Class) for their
fantastic climbing
skills on the tyres
and being brave!
They did some
fantastic sweeping
of wood chips once
they had finished
exploring.

Lizeta

Graclynn

Shyla - Jayde (1N)
Being superstar
sweepers! Helping
to keep the tyre
mountain area tidy
by sweeping up the

woodchips together.

Thank you!

Safa and Kevin (3S)
for their outstanding
contribution to the
playground. They
actively include
children from other
year groups in their
creative sandpit
play and
consistently show
care for the
environment by
picking up litter.

Melanie Ghiorghe
(6LG), for being so
helpfulin tidying
away all the heavy
bikes and scooters.
Much appreciated!

Friday 22" May 2025

UNIFORM
DAY
Suggested donation £1.00




Thankyou Rafi and Grandad: Rafi from blue class

has been busy growing a Horse Chestnut tree
from a conker at home with his Grandad.

We are so lucky that Rafi chose Forest School as
a home for this amazing new tree.

Lots of Blue class were eager to help Rafi prepare
the soil for our new sapling and have already
committed to ensuring the new tree is watered
regularly to help it grow.

Yet another busy week has passed in our
woodland.

EYFS have been growing butterflies in their
classes, embracing the life cycle process and this
week Nursery released the first 3 butterflies in Forest School.

Year 2 created buildings using kindling then we staged the ‘Great
fire of London’

Year 3 bought their learning about Romans to life this week. They
searched our woodland for resources to create their own Roman
weapons and reenacted scenes from a

Roman battle. The children embraced this

activity showing their deep understanding

and clear enthusiasm for this

topic. It really was a joy to watch their
learning from the classroom come to life in Forest School!

Jess from 3S kindly donated 2 beautiful birdboxes to Forest
School. Thank you to Jess and her Nan for their kindness.




Forest School Summer Camp

We are very excited to announce that camp is back for the second year!

Places will be limited to 30 and can be booked daily or weekly. Places are
available for children, Reception-Year 6.

Camp will run from Monday 3rd August- Friday 14" August 2026
10am-3pm.

Our daily rate will be £40 per child (£30 for children eligible for pupil
premium funding). Childcare vouchers are accepted.

Children should bring a packed lunch.
Children will spend their day outside in our woodland embracing nature.

Each day there will be free play, den building, tree climbing, team games,
stories and songs, craft activities, tool work, campfire snacks.

Booking is NOW available on your child’s ARBOR account.

@ Arbor




Dates for Your Diary

Tuesday 19" May

Year 5 and 6 athletics tournament

Year 6 Dance performance 3.30 - 4.00

Wednesday 20" — Friday 22" May

Year 6 school journey

Wednesday 20" May

No Pens Day

Year 6 to Rhino Boulder

Thursday 21* May

Year 6 to Go Ape

Friday 22" May

Year 5 Basketball tournament

Year 6 paddleboarding

PTA non-uniform day

Monday 25™ - Friday 29" May

HALF TERM

Monday 1% June

Year 6 to Greenwich Park

Tuesday 2" June

2.45pm Year 2 recorder performance

Year 5 cricket tournament

Wednesday 3™ June

2.45pm Year 3 ukulele performance

Thursday 4™ June

Launch of year 6 BEAM workshops

2.45pm Year 5 steel pans performance

Thursday 4" and Tuesday 9* June

Year 6 Junior Citizenship Event

Tuesday 9" June

Year 3 to the National Maritime Museum

Wednesday 10" June

Year 5 and 6 girls’ cricket tournament

3.15 - 4:15pm — OPAL play date

Year 6 to Forster Park

Friday 12" June

Year 6 bowling

Sunday 14™ June

PTA event - Children’s Fun Run

Tuesday 16™ June

Year 6 laser quest

Wednesday 17 June

Year 5 and 6 boys’ cricket tournament

Reception hearing and vision screening

Friday 19% June

Whole school dance workshops

Monday 22" June

9.00am Guitar performance

EYFS sports day in school (1.30pm start)

Tuesday 23™ June

KS2 sports day am

KS1 sports day pm

Wednesday 24" June

3.15pm PTA Family Lego event

Week beginning 29" June

Whole school assessment week

Wednesday 1% July

Yellow class to Horniman Museum

Year 6 Triathlon event

Friday 3" July

Year 5 and 6 girls’ World Cup football event

Red and Blue class to Horniman Museum

Saturday 4™ July

Homework Project — adults only event

Sunday 5™ July

PTA event — Summer Fair

Tuesday 7* July

4pm Summer music concert

Wednesday 8" July

Year 4 to Science Museum

Thursday 9™ July

5pm Year 6 performance

Friday 10" July

9am Year 6 performance

Thursday 16™ July

Year 6 leavers’ party

Friday 17" July

9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly
Last day of term (2pm finish)

Wednesday 20" July — Tuesday 1% September

SUMMER HOLIDAY

Wednesday 2" September

INSET Day

Thursday 3™ September

Children return to school




After finishing in 5th place in the league, the girls’ football team qualified for the champions cup at
Blackheath. On Saturday, they had to play the teams that finished in the top 4 to try and reach the
finals of this years’ cup. Although their day was going to be filled with challenging opponents, the girls
were ready to play against the best teams to test themselves and see how far they have come this year
— and they certainly didn’t disappoint!

Their first match was against league runners-up, Stillness. Earlier this year they lost 6-0 to this team.
At that stage of the season, the girls hadn’t played much together and were still finding their
confidence. On Saturday, they were a transformed team and matched them at nearly every
opportunity. Stillness had the vast majority of the possession and tested our defence and goalkeeper,
but with the support from the midfield the girls refused to let them in. They started the match aiming
to improve on the -6 goal difference but they went even further than this and played the game out to a
0-0 draw! This was a fantastic result against a team that only lost a single match in the league.

The game against Edmund Waller was by far the most difficult hurdle to overcome. They won the
league having won all ten of their matches, including a 7-0 win against our girls, and ended up with a
goal difference of +32. They have district players and academy players in their team and are possibly
the strongest girls’ team ever to play in the Blackheath schools league. As the game kicked off,
Edmund Waller showed their strength by scoring in the first minute of the match. Some teams would
drop their heads at this stage, but our girls worked even harder and kept them out for the rest of the
half. As the game continued, our girls equalled their strength — forcing them to shoot from range. They
did eventually score two more, but losing this game 3-0 was still an improvement on the league result
and it proved that it would take something special for any team to score past Torridon.

The third match was yet another amazing result. Gordonbrock beat us 5-1 in the league as they were
lucky enough to also have an academy player on their team. On Saturday, that same girl tried her
best, but our defence prevailed again and we came away with another 0-0 draw. Even though we were

still without a win, these draws were still evidence of the passion, determination and belief that our
girls have developed over the year that they can match the best teams in Lewisham. The last match
against Coopers Lane was equally as tough — but it was a much fairer game than the first three. In this
game, our girls stretched their legs up the other end of the pitch and nearly took the lead in the first
half. They battled in attack and defence, but the first half ended 0-0. After playing four matches in a
row, fatigue was settling in. In the second half, Coopers Lane were a little more physical when
challenging for the ball and with just a minute left, they managed to score the only goal of the match.

One thing the girls’ proved on Saturday was how
much they have grown as a team. They conceded just
4 goals on the day and drew two matches against
strong opponents. They never let their heads drop
and they kept the pressure on their opponents for
every single minute of their matches. Alyssa, Ottilie,
Libby, Amariah, Melanie, Madison, Natalie, Maya,
Ivanka, Amellia, Lola and captains Maria and
Yasmine have been an absolute joy to coach this year




and should be incredibly proud of the aspiring footballers they are becoming. Well done to our girls’
team of 2026!

This Saturday 16th May marks the end of this years’ Saturday League season. We have had three
teams playing regular competitive football on Saturday mornings since October — a year 5 boys’ team,
a year 6 boys’ team and a year 6 girls’ team.

The main purpose of the league is to support children to build confidence and play competitive
matches against other schools but still with learning as the core value of the league. Not only do they
learn the skills required to play in their chosen position, but also values such as teamwork,
determination, honesty, self-belief and dealing with adversity. They also build on skills such as respect,
communication and passion for the game.

It has been an amazing season, but it’s not over just yet! This weekend, our year 5 boys’ team have
one last match to play — and it’s a cup final! Their opponents, Prendergast, won the league by just a
single point over our amazing boys so it’s certainly going to be an interesting game to watch!

If anyone from the Torridon community would like to come and support the team, they are most
welcome. The match is due to kick-off at 10:30am and will be played at and will be played at Goffers
Road, Blackheath, SE3 OUA.

Last Friday, 10 children from year 5 competed in the Lewisham Games hockey tournament at St.
Dunstan’s Jubilee Ground. It was a great opportunity for them to utilise the skills they had learned in
their PE lessons earlier this year and to experience competitive hockey for the first time. Although the
results of the matches didn’t go in their favour, they still played some amazing hockey and worked
incredibly well as a team. Not only did they pass, tackle and dribble well, but they strategized before
the games and reflected on their results as a team. They tried out different positions and supported
each other in every game. After playing their matches they finished in a respectable 5™ place and had
a final match to play — the team that finished in the same position from the other group.

This was by far their strongest match of the day. They had nearly all the possession and even had the
ball in the goal at one point — but it didn’t stand as the ball had lifted too far off the ground. They
drew that final match 0-0 but it did show how much confidence they had built up after playing just a
few competitive matches. Well done to our hockey team!
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Class

Name

Reason

Nursery

The whole class

For their amazing behaviour and listening all day on our trip to the Butterfly House

Blue Class

Mollie

For always being a role model, trying her best in reading and writing and for being such a kind
and considerate friend to others. Well done, Mollie!

Red Class

Josiah

For being kind and caring for the plants. He is kind to his friends.
Well done, Josiah!

Yellow Class

Aiden

For his amazing maths learning. Well done!

™

Ahmed

For the great progress he has made with his phonics. He has been practising and his reading is
improving so much. Keep up the great work!

Musa

For the amazing progress he has made with his writing. He has been working
on his spellings, handwriting and presentation as well as making sure it is interesting. Keep up

the great work!

Othniel

For showing great resilience in maths this week. He worked so hard to finish all
his maths problems and did not give up, even when they were challenging. Well done, Othniel!

Rowan

For taking time to ensure that her presentation includes lovely, neat joins. Well done for making
sure your learning is presented so well! Well done Rowan

Shagkai

For his wonderful focus during his learning this week. Well done, Shagkai, keep it up

Milan

For showing resilience and determination in all lessons.

Ryan

For showing curiosity about our history learning.

Lisanna

Lisanna - because of her fantastic efforts during writing and for reading her ideas to an audience.
Well done

For being kind and considerate towards a new member of our community. Well done, Liam.

For working so hard in their learning. Everyone has been trying their very best, and | am
incredibly proud of them. Well done 4C! Keep it up

Lovisa

For writing a brilliant narrative when writing to entertain. Her extended piece included some key
features which made it interesting and entertaining to read. Well done

Hussein

He has worked hard on the presentation and quality of his writing. His monk’s diary entry and
his Viking narrative are fabulous! He is also working hard to complete all his

learning. Well done Hussein!

Jah’shawny

For his commitment to his maths learning, both in
class and during interventions. Great effort

Maimouna

For being supportive and caring during our school trip, especially when she helped her classmate
when she was feeling unwell. Your kindness was noticed and you were praised for being
thoughtful. Well done!

Neveah

For putting together an excellent diary entry hot write this week that includes carefully chosen
adjectives, and similes that impact the reader. Well done!

6L

For your hard work, resilience and determination during SATs week. | am incredibly proud of you
all. Well done!

For your incredible commitment to learning and for your outstanding determination this week
during SATs. | am super proud of each and every one of you!! Well done!

For outstanding effort, resilience, and dedication shown throughout your preparation for
SATs, demonstrating commitment to learning and a positive attitude towards challenges. Well
done!

Resource Base

Joshua

For his brilliant focus in his learning, he has worked especially hard with his writing.
Well done, Joshua!!
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FRIDAY MAY 29TH 2026 3:15 PM - 8:30 M

Face Painting, Fun Dancing workshop, Bouncy Castle, Wellbeing Taster Sessions,

LooKing
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To appear in a campaign for a home BSB\ﬂtS

appliances brand.
Shooting abroad 13" - 19" June.
PAID.
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ABOUT OUR CAMPS!
Our Ofsted registered camps are packed with a variety of amazing
activities, from sports and games to creative challenges and Mega Days
keeping children active, and smiling all summer long.

TIMINGS & DISCOUNTS
e ————

« Standard day at camp, 9:30am-4:30pm
0+ Extended hours, Bam 9: 30nm 4:30pm-6pm
« Sibling discounts avalal
B Discounts available for 'I‘ week bookings

\\'

MUNCHKIN SPORTS *x
BIGGEST SUMMER EVER! 3 ADDITIONAL OFFERINGS

—————————————————

» Book with childcare vouchers, Tax free childcare,
Bright Horizons & CGPS

« HAF Programme provider

« Pre-school places available at selected locations

« Mega Days

CAMP DATES

B e
« May Half Term: 26" May - 29" May
+ Summer Holiday: 6™ July - 28™ August

LOCATIONS
CEIE

e ong o BOOK NOW! Babington House School Langley Park School for Boys « Radnor House Sevenoaks
3 e Bickley Park Prep School Parish CofE Primary School St Christopher’s The Hall
k! MUNCHKINSPORTS.COM & Dutwich College DUCKS Poverest Primary School St Dunstan's College
ﬁ SN MunChk“\ QYOT"") Harris Academy Greenwich Putney High School Sydenham & Dulwich Girls

Tubbenden Primary School




Join FREE at your
local library!

Summer Reading Challenge 2026
Defvered in partrership with lvanes
ummerreadingchallenge org uk

FOOTBAI.I. DOMINATION

BELLINGHAM LEISURE

HOLIDAY CAMP(s_u YEARs) CENTRE, SE6 3BT

O
TUESDAY 26™ MAY - 29™ MAY 2026 | 10:00-14:00PM ( LATE PICK UP AVAILABLE )
Lewisham

The Football Domination Holiday Camp is an action-packed training experience designed to
build skill, confidence, and a winning mindset on the pitch. Players will sharpen their technique,
boost fitness, and learn to dominate every game — all while having fun in a high-energy, team-
focused environment.

WWW.FOOTBALLDOMINATION.COM INFO@FOOTBALLDOMINATION.COM
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DRUMS | BASS | GUITAR | SINGING

Two-hour weekly sessions, learn through songs SCANTO
and perform them as a band!

To enquire for more details, scan the QR code

Perform at an End Of Year Gig every July!
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