Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG

Headteacher: Manda George

\/Q; Telephone: 0208 697 2762

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

Dear parents and carers,

We have had a lovely week at Torridon and it has been great to see the warmer weather
starting to make an appearance. As the weather continues to warm up, please make sure
that children bring a labelled water bottle to school so they are able to stay hydrated
throughout the day.

It was great to see so many of you at the drum performance this week. The children did a
fantastic job and we say a big thank you to Chris and to Murray for organising and leading
the performance and well done to all who took part.

Our ELSA, Jamie Young, will be starting a weekly lunchtime drop-in session next week. He
will be based in the Inclusion Hub and children will be able to visit him if they feel they need
someone to talk to, some emotional support or a calm space during lunchtime. Our
wellbeing champions will also be there to provide a listening ear, a friendly smile or a buddy
to play with.

Remember to keep an eye on the dates for your diary section of the newsletter. Staff have
been very busy planning trips and activities for the summer term. Please note that this
term all letters, consent forms and any payment for trips will be available on the Arbor app.
We will no longer be sending paper copes of trip letters home which we hope will save
some money for the school and help to save some trees as well!

| hope you have a lovely time this weekend and are able to get out and enjoy some
beautiful spring sunshine!

Best wishes

Manda George

Headteacher
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Rights Respecting

In this week’s Rights Respecting assemblies, we have been focusing on Earth Day which links to Article 6 and
Article 24. We discussed how a healthy environment supports their right to life and the best possible health,
including access to clean water, food, and fresh air. We also shared ideas on how we can protect the Earth by;
recycling, reducing plastic use and planting trees. By doing this, we hope to support the rights of all children
around the world and create a better, healthier future for everyone

LIFE, SURVIVAL AND
DEVELOPMENT

Torridon Nursery

If you have a child who turns 4 years old between 1* September 2026 and 31*
August 2027 and you would like to enrol them at Torridon nursery, please get an
application from the office or request one by email from:
admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.

We have limited spaces, to avoid disappointment, please request and submit an
application form as soon as possible.



mailto:admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

Last Friday, 20 children from years 3 and 4 represented two teams for Torridon at the Lewisham Games mixed
football tournament at St. Dunstan’s Jubilee ground. It was an intensely energetic morning as both teams played
seven group-stage matches to try and reach the semi-finals. One of our teams had their share of wins, losses and
draws, earning enough points to finish in a respectable 5 place. The other team went through the group stage
unbeaten — winning all their matches — and finished top of their group! They went on to win their semi-final against
All Saints to progress to the finals to play against Prendergast — another unbeaten team. The start of the match felt
quite even, but once Alyssa put us 1-0 up, the game became incredibly one sided. We ended up beating Prendergast
4-0 to finish as the overall winners of the event! Congratulations to both teams for playing with passion,
determination and self-belief.

On Tuesday, it was our

year 5 children who were

playing in their mixed

football event. Again, we

had 19 more children

representing Torridon in

the year 5 & 6 version of

the same event. Both of

the teams played

incredibly well and,

although they didn’t finish

quite so high as the year 3

& 4 teams, they still

produced some amazing = sisns P 2 g v : e e

results. The event was an incredibly challenging one with 12 extremely talented teams. One of our teams
experimented playing in different positions, experiencing new roles and responsibilities on the pitch, and learning
some new skills whilst the other team played in their positions they have been playing in and mastering throughout
their Saturday League journey. Both teams played outstandingly well considering the levels of their opponents and
finished the day in 10™ place and 5" place respectively. The team that finished in 5™ place only lost two games all
morning! Many of their matches ended in draws, including one where they were two goals down with only 90
seconds left to play. It was through sheer determination that they managed to score twice to draw level. Childeric —
the team that won the event — went on to win every single game they played. Well done to every child who
represented Torridon!




Year 4 Saturday League

On Saturday, nine year 4 boys were invited to
compete in the Saturday League year 4 cup
tournament in Blackheath. Although they haven’t
played together at Blackheath this season, they
have played together this year in our after school
football club. This event was a great opportunity for
the boys, not only to play in different positions but
also to experience competitive football at
Blackheath and possibly trial to play for the school
football team next year.

They had two matches to play in their group stage,
and then potentially more after if they qualified for
the semi-finals. Their first match was

against the unbeaten champions of the league,

Stillness. They were an incredible team to play
against and gave our boys a chance to learn so much. We started the game off really well considering the nerves
were quite high. The boys produced some great saves, tackles and clearances but struggled to find any attacking
chances. It wasn’t long before Stillness found their goal, and then they found three more before half time. What was
beautiful to see, was how positive the boys remained considering the scoreline. Not only did they refuse to let their
heads drop, but they managed to work on the elements that weren’t going so well and then improve in the second
half. They reduced the goals conceded to just two more and found themselves attacking more. The game concluded
with Marley striking an amazing shot from outside the box which struck the crossbar.

Going into the game against

Rathfern off the back of a 6-0

defeat could have been enough to

upset the boys. Again, they used

that game as a learning

opportunity played some

outstanding football in their

following match. The Torridon

boys had the better chances, and

kept possession well, but the best

chance of the first half fell to

Rathfern. Josiah made an amazing

save to keep the score 0-0 at half

time. The boys went on to

dominate the second half, and it

wasn’t long before Marley had yet

another great chance to score — and this time he buried it into the back of the net. A great finish to put the boys
ahead. They continued to dominate until the final whistle blew for an outstanding win and, crucially, 3 points in the
group which sent them into the semi-finals!




In the other group,
Prendergast finished
undefeated and topped their
group meaning it was them
that our boys had to play
against. With a chance of
reaching the final, the boys put
everything they had into the
game. They made some
amazing saves, some
incredible tackles and even
found the space to have a few
shots. With the score still 0-0 at half time, and Prendergast slightly edging the possession, it felt like the game could
possibly go to penalties. Sadly, the cheers they did not want to hear came in the second half as Prendergast scored a
great header from a corner to put them 1-0 up. Although the boys were determined to claw their way back into the
game, the final whistle came before they managed to find an equalising goal. Even though they didn’t quite make it
to the final, a 1-0 loss against an undefeated team was still an amazing result. As well as this, our Torridon boys
turned up to an event and played against teams who have been playing at Blackheath all season and went all the
way to the final four! They were amazing and should all be incredibly proud of themselves. Well done to our year 4
boys’ team — and we hope to see you all for the trials for next year’s teams!
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Thank you to our wonderful children, and their drumming teacher
Murray, for their fantastic drumming performance! They had lots of fun
and sounded amazing. A big thank you to all the parents and carers
who came along to support them — it was lovely to see such a great

turnout.




Resource Base — Sensory Time

This week, the resource base enjoyed making their own sensory manipulatives to support regulation and fine
motor skills. They followed recipes to make playdough or shaving foam dough, practicing waiting, sharing and

teamwork. We had fun creating and playing together.

This week, in Nursery, we have been reading Lola Plants a Garden and singing Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary. We
have had so much fun making potions and perfumes with plants, as well as planting our own seeds. We have
been using parts of plants to create artwork as well as learning about colour mixing... it was very messy, and

very fun!
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Reception — Traditional Tales

This week we read the story ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. The children created their own menus for the giant.

In Year 1, in our history lesson, we began exploring what life was like before we were born. We started looking

at toys from the present and compared them with toys from the past. We learned that timelines help us see,

easily, the important events that take place through time. We worked in groups to place the toys in the correct

order on our timelines. We enjoyed talking about the toys we like to play with today, and we talked about how
children might have played with the toys from the past. Some toys looked really creepy, and others looked like
lots of fun!




This week in science, we explored the plants around our school. As we went on our plant hunt, we looked
closely at the different plants we could find and talked about whether the plants looked healthy or unhealthy.
The healthy plants were green, strong, and standing up tall, however some plants did not look healthy because
they were brown, dry, or droopy. We began to think about why some plants were healthier than others in

preparation for our topic on plants and what they need to be healthy.

Year 3 have been developing their creative writing skills using the exciting legend of Romulus
and Remus as a starting point. The children enjoyed exploring the story’s dramatic events,
powerful characters and Roman setting, which helped spark their imaginations. They discussed

how the story begins, builds tension and ends, before creating their own imaginative retellings

and new versions inspired by the legend.
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Year 4 — Chracter Description

This week in Year 4 writing, we worked on a character description about Kraken, the fearsome sea monster
who rules the icy waters of the Norwegian fjords. We were given a selection of sentences and had to sort them
under four different paragraph headings by looking carefully at key words and clues in each sentence.

The four paragraph themes were:
Kraken’s appearance

Kraken’s personality

Kraken’s diet

What other people think of him

Once the sentences were sorted into the correct groups, we ordered them
logically to make each paragraph flow clearly. We then added our own
sentences to improve the description and make Kraken sound even more
powerful and interesting.

In science this week, in year 5, the children explored how to make predictions through hands-on investigations.
They carefully observed a range of mixtures and solutions before predicting what might happen and explaining
their reasoning. During their experiments, the children learned that adding too much salt to a mixture can cause
it to become oversaturated. When a mixture is oversaturated, the solid can no longer dissolve and settle at the
bottom of the container. The children thoroughly enjoyed testing their ideas and observing the results. This
practical learning helped to strengthen their observation, vocabulary, and scientific thinking skills.
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Year 6 — Suspense Writing

This week in writing, year 6 have been developing their narrative writing skills by crafting a suspense story
inspired by the short film Francis by Dave Eggers. Using the film as a stimulus, the children explored how to
build tension and engage the reader throughout a narrative.

The pupils have experimented with a wide range of suspense techniques and descriptive devices, including
careful word choice, figurative language and varied sentence structures, to create a strong atmosphere and
keep the reader intrigued. Their writing shows thoughtful planning and an increasing confidence in using
language to suggest mood, emotion and uncertainty.

We have been very impressed by the creativity and focus the children have shown, and they should be proud of

the powerful and atmospheric pieces they have produced. ﬁg; e —

It has been another busy week in our woodland.

To link to their learning of

\Q Plants .
crden ,

S

Nursery children planted flower seeds.

Reception used a BOW SAW to chop wood linking to Jack chopping down the beanstalk.




Year 2 made candlestick holders from clay to understand how children would have navigated themselves in the
dark before electricity was invented.

Year 3 are continuing their learning on The Romans;

this week they made their own Roman pots from clay.

Forest School — summer term kit

As the weather will hopefully improve for the summer term we would like to inform you of a forest school kit
list for your child as it will be too hot to wear waterproof trousers.

EYFS children should COME TO SCHOOL dressed in the following on their forest school day and bring their
uniform in a bag.

KS1 and KS2 children should bring the following to school in a bag on their forest school day.
Welly boots
Lightweight waterproof jacket
Long sleeve T-shirt
Lightweight track bottoms/leggings
Spare pair of socks
(it is helpful if your child’s items are clearly labelled with their name)

This kit list is to ensure school uniforms do not get damaged as we do get dirty!

As the weather improves please ensure your child has sun cream applied at home BEFORE school and that they
wear a sun hat or cap.

Thank you as always for your continued support as we incorporate Forest School into our curriculum.




Golden Boot Award

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has shown

that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly Award in
gam EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display the trophy in
2| their classroom for a full week before the award is handed over to the next

S — CCipient.

EYFS KS1 Y3&4 Y5&6

Nura and Cassia Nazair, Leo and Theja (3S) for Rhianni (6R) for
from Jessie (1M) for having a positive always being kind
(Blue Class) for being amazing attitude to tidying | and helpfulin the
perseverance, helpers at tidy up up and show playground and in
endurance and time not only do casing his running | the dinner hall.
great climbing help put the boxes | skills.
skills on the KS2 in the shed they
climbing frame. also check the
floor and pick up
everything they
see on the floor.

OPAL Playdate — Family Invitation

Do you want to attend the biggest playdate ever?

The school will be opening the playground so that children can experience OPAL play with their
families.

This will be a great opportunity for you to see what the children have been raving about this
year, and for you to experience all the wonderful additions to our ever-changing playground.

Please note that adults must supervise their own children and that we will begin to tidy up
with the children from 4.15pm.




Dates for Your Diary

Year 2 mixed football tournament
Year 3 to Beckenham Place Park
Monday 4™ May BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 5" May Year 4 Viking workshop

Bug Guy visit to Reception

Year to The British Museum

Friday 8" May Year 5 and 6 mixed hockey tournament
Week beginning Monday 11" May Year 6 SATs week

Wednesday 13" May Nursery to Horniman Museum butterfly house
Tuesday 19" May Year 5 and 6 athletics tournament
Tuesday 19" May Year 6 Dance performance 3.30 - 4.00
Wednesday 20 — Friday 22" May Year 6 school journey

Monday 25" - Friday 29* May HALF TERM

2.45pm Year 2 recorder performance
Tuesday 2™ June Year 6 to Greenwich Park

Year 5 cricket tournament

Wednesday 3™ June 2.45pm Year 3 ukulele performance
Launch of year 6 BEAM workshops
2.45pm Year 5 steel pans performance
Tuesday 9" June Year 6 Junior Citizenship Event

Year 5 and 6 girls’ cricket tournament
Wednesday 10* June 3.15 - 4:15pm — OPAL play date

Year 6 to Forster Park

Friday 12 June Year 6 bowling

Sunday 14 June PTA event - Children’s Fun Run
Tuesday 16" June Year 6 laserquest

Year 5 and 6 boys’ cricket tournament
Reception hearing and vision screening
Friday 19 June Whole school dance workshops
9.00am Guitar performance

EYFS sports day in school (1.30pm start)
KS2 sports day am

KS1 sports day pm

Wednesday 24 June PTA Family Lego event

Week beginning 29* June Whole school assessment week

Yellow class to Horniman Museum
Year 6 Triathlon event

Year 5 and 6 girls’ World Cup football event
Red and Blue class to Horniman Museum
Saturday 4™ July Homework Project — adults only event
Sunday 5% July PTA event — Summer Fair

Tuesday 7t July 4pm Summer music concert
Wednesday 8 July Year 4 to Science Museum

Thursday 9* July 5pm Year 6 performance

Friday 10 July 9am Year 6 performance

Thursday 16 July Year 6 leavers’ party

9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly

Last day of term (2pm finish)
Wednesday 20* July — Tuesday 1 September | SUMMER HOLIDAY

Wednesday 2™ September INSET Day

Thursday 3" September Children return to school

Tuesday 28th April

Wednesday 6™ May

Thursday 4 June

Wednesday 17* June

Monday 22™ June

Tuesday 23™ June

Wednesday 1* July

Friday 3 July

Friday 17 July




Weekly Attendance

Attendance Attendance Attendance

94% 93% 98%

100% 93% 89%

94% 93% 97%

97% 94% 98%

96% 98% 96%

99% 97.2% 94%

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week! It’s been a

great start to the first full week back!




STARS OF THE WEEK

Class

Name

Reason

Nursery
FT

Ilyas

For working hard on his concentration and focus, especially in creative
activities! Good job Ilyas!

Nursery
PT

Noar

For his progress with his speaking and language. Well done Noar, keep it up!

Blue
Class

Maisie

Her creativity and continuous kindness are infectious! Well done, Maisie!

Red
Class

Imran

For using the timer to take turns with his friends and his fantastic reading. Well done, Imran!

Yellow
Class

Aaliyah

For always being kind and caring to others. She has grown in confidence and always tries her
best! Well done!

™

Maya

For being a kind, caring and polite member of the class. Maya also tries her best to make the right
choices. Keep it up!

1N

Lizeta

For the effort she puts into all of her learning and for always contributing to class discussions. She
is also a kind friend to her classmates.

1w

Karson

For having such a positive attitude to school this week. Every day, he has said, “Good morning!”
to everyone and shown great focus and effort in lessons. Keep it up!

2E

Abigail

For her efforts during all areas of her learning and for always being such a good role-model for her

peers! Well done Abigail

25

Nara

For her amazing diary entry all about the discovery of the Terracotta Army! Well done for
including lots of amazing expanded noun phrases to add more detail to your writing.

Keep it up Nara

For his fantastic diary entry about the discovery of the Terracotta Army. | am so
impressed with all the detail and description that you included into your

writing! Well done Adam, keep it up!

Mohammad
Ismail

For always trying your best during lessons. You have an excellent attitude towards your learning
— well done!

Samantha

For her fantastic effort during maths lessons when adding pounds and pence.

Joshua

For being a great team player during Forest School. Well done Josh, keep it up

Melinda

For always trying her best and always willing to contribute in lessons. She is always showing Torridon'’s

values. Well done, Melinda

Arslan

For showing an improvement with his handwriting and trying to develop his inference skills in
reading lessons. Well done

Logan H

For being focused in all of his lessons and for giving amazing answers to reading
comprehension questions.

Havana

For being a polite and respectful member of the class. She’s also beginning to contribute to class
discussions when called upon to do so. Keep it up!

Keliyah

For trying her best throughout the week in all her independent pieces of learning. We hope
that you’ll continue to keep showing this fantastic effort and pride in your learning. Well done!

Ethan

For an excellent attitude to learning, and for trying his best in his hot write this week deliberately
choosing appropriate similes and metaphors for his writing, Well done and keep it up!

Sophie

For diligently aiming to improve your pace, accuracy and efficiency in your maths learning. You
have made great improvements, especially in your arithmetic learning. Well and keep it up!

Haris

For displaying our school’s core values since you’ve joined year 6! You’ve shown fantastic effort
during lessons. Well done!

6R

Hanna

For being a positive role model to others. You are consistently helpful in class and display our core
value of excellence!

Resource
Base

Neziah

For using effective strategies to remain calm and regulated when faced with a challenging
situation. Well done, Neziah, we are very proud of you.




Fun Activities
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= INLIFE Ambient Lego and cosy colouring -
Parenting Course 16 May 2026
, Join us for some duplo, lego and colouring downstairs in the
6 - 8 week thera pe utic programme library, soundtracked with ambient music. A breather from our
offering tips and tools for managing regular sessions.
behaviours in children 2-8 years. - ’

. Do you find yourself repeating
instructions to your child? “

. Does your child say “No” 9 \ ' e
when you ask them to do Sensory play and make -
something? 20 June & 18 July 2026

. Is their behaviour sometimes Come to our sensory play sessions. Expect nature play trays,
difficult for you to manage? bubbles, play dough and sometimes even slime making!

These are structured sessions with free play moments, crafty
activities and song.

If the answer to these questions is yes, then why
not attend our next course for support,
tips and new ideas?

When?

To book call the Starts Thursday
The Hub, go to 23rd April

hubs. 12.30pm - 2.30pm Signs & Symbols Disco -
org.ulk/events Where? 15 August 2026

or scan the ! Best Start Fam“y Hub Co;r[wehand learn a M;kzﬁon sign andfplay som? dance games;
QR code : Bell |ngha m We'll then move our bodies to some fun tunes from DJ Honza!

— ' 109 Randlesdown Road . Every 3" Saturday of the month
= SEG 3HB : 2.30-3.30pm
Triple P 07720 152903 s B Downham LibFr’ary
+] Lewisham 7-9 Moorside Rd, Bromley BR1 5EP

Libraries 020 83149705
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INLIFE

Beinq a Parent

A parenting programme for parents of children aged 2-11

Delivered by trained Parent Group Leaders from Empowering Parents Empowering Communities
(EPEC), part of South London & Maudsley NHS Trust, in partnership with Lewisham.

A free 9 week course to help Thursdays

Parents learn practical skills 30th April - 2nd July
or everyday Ilfe Such as: (no session 28th May - half term)

lsckinestt it . 10.00am-12.00pm
salboad ronimbnc e Best Start Family Hub
Recognlsmg and managing Bellingham

your child's emotions 109 Randlesdown Road

Learning positive parenting SE6 3HB
strategies 07720 152903
To book call the
The Hub, go to
lewishamfamilyhubs.
org.uk/events
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WEEKNIGHTS REDUCED-RATE
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SATURDAYS AVAILABLE
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www.montagetheatre.com Book now! o3y

Maonlage Theaka At is a Registered Charity No: 1103460 www.montagetheatre.com

)

4 %

VINTAGE VOLTAGE BAND - DENDE NATION

IR SWITCH - VWS FLOYD HENRY
JODIE HOWL. - THE BIG FIRKIN BAND - ST REMY

PLUS WORKSHOPS - CRAFTS - CIRCUS SKILLS -STALLS - FETE GAMES & MORE

FUNDRAISING IN SUPPORT OF LONDONERS FACING HARDSHIP

£ ~TICKETS FROM £12 '
< "*-,i WWW.TINYURL.COM/HUBFEST26  FREE w
T, o) @ THE FOX AND FIRKIN, 316 LEWISHAM HIGH ST | cue:2eoser




