Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG
Headteacher: Manda George
Telephone: 0208 697 2762

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

Friday 17" April
Dear parents and carers,

Welcome to the summer term! | hope you all had a wonderful Easter break and had some time
to spend with friends and family.

We have had a great first week back. The children have really enjoyed exploring some of the
new features of our OPAL playground. Kelley and the premises team worked hard over the
holiday to build in some shaded areas and a new tyre climbing hill.

The children in years 3 and 4 kicked off the new term with a football tournament today whilst
our year 5 and year 6 classes enjoyed storytelling workshops this morning.

Please remember to check the dates for your diary section of the newsletter every week for new
and upcoming events.

Some of you may be aware that we said goodbye to Georgie McLeman (admin officer) over the
holiday. Georgie has taken up a different career opportunity and we wish her well as she starts
her new adventure. We welcome Lewis Kerr, who has joined Jo and Gail as part of the admin
team this term.

I know that many of you will have celebrated Tamil New Year this week. April 14" marked the
beginning of the Tamil solar calendar and is a day of new beginnings and joy.

If you have children who are due to start reception in September, you should have received
your offer letter from Lewisham this week. Please speak to a member of staff if you have any
questions about your application or offer letter.

| hope you have a super weekend.
Best wishes
Manda George

Headteacher



mailto:admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk
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Rights Respecting School

This week in our Rights Respecting Assemblies, we have been discussing Article 26 and 27
which are all about making sure every child has what they need to grow up healthy and
happy. We shared ideas about how families, schools, and communities can help support

children who might need a bit more help. Remember, if we all work together, together we can
make a difference.

_ FOOD, CLOTHING,
ECONOMIC HELP A SAFE HOME

A great big congratulations to Holly in 3G who achieved a distinction in
her grade 1 violin. Well done Holly, we are all extremely proud of you.

Guitar Recital — Change of date

The guitar recital has been moved to 22" June at 9:00 to allow the children to prepare for their
performances.

We hope that you will be able to make it to this new date to support your children and to see
what they have been learning in their lessons.




Torridons Athlete Visit

On Friday 27" March, we welcomed Olympians Heather Olver and Kelley
Murphy into Torridon. Heather — an Olympic badminton player - represented
GB in the Rio Olympics 2016 whilst Kelley represented Ireland in the Women's

§ Team Pursuit cycling event at the Paris Olympics in 2024. Together, they spent

f all morning running the sponsored active workout with every child from nursery

| to year 6. Entering the hall class by class, the children enjoyed cheering their
peers on as they challenged themselves to achieve their highest scores in their
squat jumps, shoulder taps, star jumps and spotty dogs. The hall was bursting
with energy and excitement as our Olympians encouraged the children and staff
throughout their sessions.
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final session
ended,

N Heather and
Kelley invited every child back into the hall for
three motivational assemblies and Q&A sessions —
one for EYFS & KS1, one for years 3 & 4 and one
for years 5 & 6. Kelley spoke to the children about
her inspirational story of how she went from a
school pupil to a scientist, and finally an Olympic
cyclist. She spoke about how important her family -
was to her and how they supported her through the years — even building her first bike for her! Her family motto:
dream, believe, achieve helped her find the courage to do the things she found intimidating and encouraged the
children to not be afraid to challenge themselves.

The children came up with some really thoughtful questions for Kelley, and this is what some of the children said
after the event:

‘Today was so much fun! I really liked jumping around!!” = Oscar,
1w

‘Today we met Kelley Murphy who is an Olympic cyclist! She
L r| gave us some fun exercises to do such as squat jumps, shoulder
L taps and jumping jacks. She talked about her story of how she
became a cyclist, encouraging kids to stay active. It was so fun!’
— Emmaline, 5A

‘It was really fun meeting the Olympian. I like the way she
< encouraged us through the exercises. | really enjoyed the way
l she explained her story of how she became an athlete. | hope
that she comes back to our school’ = Dejahn, 6LG

As well as having this amazing experience, we are also thrilled to announce that the children’s sponsorship totals
came to an amazing £3941.15! The money raised will be put towards some new equipment for the children to use
during OPAL play and their PE lessons. Prizes will be handed out to the children as soon as we have received them
from the Great Athletes team.




Storytelling Workshops

On Friday, children in Years 5 and 6 took part in a special storytelling workshop led by author
Talmud, who has written a book called Shadow’s Destiny. The story was inspired by his own
black cat, Shadow.

Talmud read the first two chapters to the children, which tell the story of Shadow leaving his
family and settling into a new home. The children found the story creative, engaging, and
inspiring, and they are already eager to read more. The workshop also encouraged many
children to think about storytelling and writing their own books. Here’s what some of them had
to say:

“It was really imaginative.” — Mila
“| think he thought of really creative ideas for his story.” — Madison
“l would love to write a book because of him!” — Ella

Reception show and tell

As part of the Talk Matters Project, our oracy initiative, we will be using show and tell to
practise our speaking and listening skills. This will be a wonderful opportunity to build
confidence and share something special from their home or experiences.

SHOW AND TELL
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After Easter, three children will be nominated weekly to bring in one item from home every
Monday.

If this item could link to our theme or core texts, that would be even better!

We look forward to hearing all about their special items.




During the spring term, children have enjoyed learning new skills, new sports, gaining
confidence and taking part in competitive matches in the football clubs and the MultiSports
club. Within the clubs, children have been playing games to earn points in a league system.
Well done to the following children who were awarded medals for finishing in the top three

Y3/4 MultiSports league:

positions:

1%t: Carter
2"¢. Rowan

3. Oscar

Y3/4 Football club:

Y5/6 MultiSports league:

1*%: Milo

2" Carter

1%t Jude
2. Alex

Y5/6 Football club:

1%t Ellis
2" Lola

3. Ameliia

Children in the football clubs were also awarded ‘Player of the match’ points each week for

demonstrating sporting values such as teamwork, honesty, respect and self-belief within the

matches. Congratulations to Dexter and Selina for earning the ‘Player of the Spring Season’
trophies for consistently demonstrating these values every week.

| hope everyone enjoyed the Spring Clubs and | look forward to starting again with fresh
leagues in the Summer term!




Last term, 24 girls from year 4 have been enjoying weekly football training sessions at St.
Dunstan’s Jubilee ground. On three Monday mornings, the children travelled to Catford and
took part in passing, shooting and decision-making activities whilst also playing in mini
matches against each other. It was a joy to see how much they grew in confidence over the half
term. Some who seemed quite shy on the ball in the first session were taking control and
scoring goals in the final session! We hope that the children had fun in the sessions and can
potentially look forward to trialling for the girls Saturday League football team next year!
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We are really excited to be back for the new term! This week, we explored how to ask good
questions to build communication, spark curiosity, and deepen our thinking. We also talked
about questions that help us understand how the characters might be feeling in the story.




This week in nursery we have started our new topic: We are Growing! We have been learning
all about plants, reading Jasper’s Beanstalk and singing ‘Ring-a-Ring-a-Roses’. We have been
investigating plants and how they grow, as well as learning what roots, stems and leaves are.
We have discovered what plants need to grow and even planted our own beans in forest
school! We had so much fun learning through play in our mud kitchen and doing a plant study
drawing using real roots as our inspiration.

Reception classes welcomed their first mystery readers! The children were so excited and really
enjoyed story time!




In Year 1, we have started a new term of Maths Mastery learning. We have been learning all
about number bonds and exploring which numbers can be made from odd parts and even
parts. We learned that all the numbers in the 2 times tables are even. We also learned that the
numbers seven and nine are always made with an odd part and even part. For example: 5 and
2 make 7, or 3and 6 make 9! We enjoyed using our maths resources and sentence stems to

help us with our learning.

Year 2 — Teracotta Army

This week, we launched our exciting, new topic, Heroic Historians Who Dug Up
the World’s Secrets, by exploring the discovery of the Terracotta Army. We
travelled back nearly 2,000 years to ancient China and uncovered some
fascinating facts. We then rotated through different activities to spot details of the
warriors and even created our own drawings. We also learned about the
important historian Yuan Zhongyi and his role in the discovery. Finally, we
became archaeologists ourselves, brushing away soil to reveal a jigsaw of the
incredible army. Take a look...




In Year 3, children are learning how to use Roman historical sources to ask thoughtful
questions about the past. They examined artefacts, pictures, buildings and written sources to
help them wonder how the Romans lived, what was important to them, and how we know
about their lives today. The children were encouraged to ask questions such as who made the
source, what it was used for and what it can tell us about Roman life. This has helped develop
their curiosity, historical thinking, and understanding that historians learn about the past by
carefully questioning the evidence they find.
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Year 4 - DT Day - Structures

We began the term, with a day dedicated to Design and Technology. We were set several
challenges to explore what makes a stable and sturdy structure. We put our Structural
Engineer hats on to look at many different tall buildings’ designs including the Gherkin, the
Shard and the Leaning Tower of Pisa.

We were challenged to balance a book off the table using just one piece of paper. We then
explored created cylindrical columns to support a book (and even more!) We made geometric
shapes using plasticine and matchsticks. Our final, and biggest, challenge was to make a
geodesic dome in teams. We had to use many skills including measuring, making trusses and
collaborative working.

We hope you like our models!




Year 5 have begun their new history topic on Ancient Greece with great enthusiasm. The
children started by mind mapping what they already knew about Ancient Greek life, before
exploring the three main periods of Greek history. They learned that the Archaic period was a
time when city-states developed and the first Olympic Games began. During the Classical
period, pupils discovered how democracy grew in Athens and how this era is remembered for
its art, architecture and famous thinkers. Finally, they explored the Hellenistic period, learning
how Greek culture spread widely after the conquests of Alexander the Great. The children
mapped key events from each period onto a timeline, deepening their understanding of how
Ancient Greece changed over time.

Year 6 — Narrative Writing

This week, Year 6 used drama to strengthen their narrative writing. Working with partners,
pupils acted out an imagined scene to explore how dialogue, with integrated description,
advances the narrative. By stepping into the shoes of the character, they orally imagined a
conversation. These rehearsed conversations then supported their writing, resulting in
purposeful dialogue and vivid, engaging description.




Golden Boot Award

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has
® shown that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly
Award in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display

the trophy in their classroom for a full week before the award is

EYFS

KS1

Y3/4

Y5/6

Maisie (Blue Class)
for creating a
game using the
jenga blocks by
placing the blocks
side by side and

The name of the
game is Domino
hoo hoo!

pushing them over.

Jessie (1M) for
continuing to be
such a good role
model in the
playground. He
will always tidy up
if asked and has
loved all areas of
the OPAL
playground.

3G for creating
experiments with
the new drainpipes
in the water play
area. They have
built some very
impressive water
runs this week!

Y6 for working
collaboratively to
create exciting tyre
competitions and
using crates to
make different
sized ramps.

o

Introducing Summer OPAL Play Bingo
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Each class will be set the challenge to fill their bingo class with donations.
Please hand donations to your child’s class teacher.

Thank you for your continued support as we embed OPAL PLAY into our school community.




It has been a fantastic week back in our woodland after the Easter break.

Both Nursery and Reception have been busy planting beans which they will care for in their
classes for 6 weeks before taking them home.

Year 2 have started their new topic ‘Heroic Historians who dug up the world’s secrets’, we
spoke about how there were no supermarkets long ago, the children have planted lettuce,
radish and onions this week so that they can eat the food they have grown just like children
would have done long ago.

Year 3 are learning about Romans and planting this term. Each class planted tomato seeds

this week which they will care for in their classrooms.




Weekly Attendance

Attendance Attendance Attendance

95% 94% 100%

99% 88% 90%

94% 92% 100%

95% 96% 98%

97% 98% 97%

99% 95% 93%

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week! It’s been a
great start to the first full week back!




Term Dates 2025 - 2026

Monday 20 April

9.00am Guitar performance

Tuesday 21 April

Year 5 and 6 mixed football tournament

Wednesday 22nd April

9.00am drumming performance

Friday 24" April

Year 6 transition workshop

Tuesday 28th April

Year 2 mixed football tournament

Monday 4™ May

BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 5" May

Year 4 Viking workshop

Wednesday 6™ May

Bug Guy visit to Reception

Friday 8" May

Year 5 and 6 mixed hockey tournament

Week beginning Monday 11™ May

Year 6 SATs week

Tuesday 19" May

Year 5 and 6 athletics tournament

Wednesday 20* May

No Pens Day

Wednesday 20* — Friday 22" May

Year 6 school journey

Monday 25% - Friday 29* May

HALF TERM

Tuesday 2™ June

2.45pm Year 2 recorder performance

Wednesday 3™ June

2.45pm Year 3 ukulele performance

Thursday 4" June

Launch of year 6 BEAM workshops

2.45pm Year 5 steel pans performance

Wednesday 10* June

Year 5 and 6 girls’ cricket tournament

3.15pm — OPAL play date

Wednesday 17 June

Year 5 and 6 boys’ cricket tournament

Friday 19* June

Whole school dance workshops

Monday 22™ June

9.00am Guitar performance

Monday 22™ June

EYFS sports day in school (1.30pm start)

Tuesday 23™ June

KS2 sports day am

KS1 sports day pm

Week beginning 29t June

Whole school assessment week

Wednesday 1* July

Yellow class to Horniman Museum

Friday 3 July

Year 5 and 6 girls’ World Cup football event

Red and Blue class to Horniman Museum

Tuesday 7% July

4pm Summer music concert

Wednesday 8" July

Year 4 to Science Museum

Thursday 9% July

5pm Year 6 performance

Friday 10 July

9am Year 6 performance

Thursday 16t July

Year 6 leavers’ party

Friday 17* July

9am Year 6 leavers’ assembly
Last day of term (2pm finish)

Wednesday 20* July — Tuesday 1° September

SUMMER HOLIDAY

Wednesday 2™ September

INSET Day

Thursday 3™ September

Children return to school




STARS OF THE WEEK

Class

Name

Reason

Nursery FT

Mimi

For her bravery starting at Torridon this week. She has been keen to try new things
and made lots of new friends already!

Nursery PT

Ethan

For his amazing effort with practicing writing his name

Blue Class

Simran

For settling into Blue class so well!

Red Class

Fousseni

For his fantastic behaviour on the carpet. He is a role model to his
peers. Well done, Fousseni!

Yellow
Class

Aaron

For trying his best in phonics and working hard on his writing. Well done!

™

Chizaram

For coming into school with a smile, staying positive, and trying to use her words to
explain how she is feeling. We’re really proud of the effort she makes every day. Well done,
Chizaram!

Zara-Lux

For always taking such great care with her learning. She always does her best, whatever
the subject and her drawing and handwriting is beautiful. Keep up the great work!

Mark

For listening so carefully on the carpet and participating in class. He has tried hard to think
about his ideas before saying them out loud. Keep it up!

Maya

For pushing herself with her learning and working hard to make sure she has presented her
learning beautifully and accurately. Well done Maya

Theo

For coming to school everyday with a big smile on his face! It has been so lovely to see
your enthusiasm towards your learning! Well done Theo

Adam

For always giving 100% in every lesson! Adam has a fantastic attitude to learning and is
always keen to improve and do even better. He always listens carefully, stays focused, and

puts great effort into everything he does. Well done Adam, keep it up!

Arush

For demonstrating excellence during your learning. You have provided some excellent
answers during maths — well done!

Sanata

For always trying her best in every lesson. Keep up the amazing learning!

Maeve

For confidently sharing her knowledge with her peers. Well done, keep it up

Laura

For being so well-mannered and always polite, and for always carefully following
instructions. She consistently sets a great example and is a positive role model for her peers.

Keep it up Laura, well done!

Marley

For consistent contributions during lessons across all curriculum subjects. He is always
engaged with his learning. Well done, Marley

LoganL

He has been trying really hard in all of his lessons. He has improved his reading
and writing. Well done, Logan

Santana

He has settled well into the class and school community, and he is displaying the core
value of excellence in all areas of his learning. Keep it up!

Stephen

For the increased effort he has put into his handwriting this term, we hope he continues to
take pride in his work and continue to strive for excellence. Well, done!

Georgina

For her focused, and determined attitude to learning this week, Georgina works hard to

ensure she is answering the learning question. Keep up the great work!

Yathurshan

For your fantastic use of language in your writing lessons this week. You
have used beautiful descriptions to describe setting, character and atmosphere. Well done!

Abigail

For her excellent attitude towards revision lessons this
week! You’ve been a positive role model. Well done!

6R

Rhianni

For consistently demonstrating excellence and determination towards her learning. She
produced an excellent paragraph using cohesive devices to engage the reader. Well done.

Resource
Base

Kenny

For his amazing engagement and participation in Dance this week. Well done, Kenny.




Fun Activities
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- + Weekly 1 hour lessons available Monday to Sunday for
children aged 5-13

i . « Children learn to read, write and play music in every lesson. we
Saturday 18™ April also provide keyboard at every lesson

10am-11am FREE drop in

Grove Park Community Library « Termly Exams and certificate along with opportunities to sit at
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Applications are now open to join the Royal Ballet and Opera’s Youth Opera
Programmes.

We are inviting young singers aged 8—11 (on 1 September 2026), living in and
around London, to apply to join our Young Voices programme and Youth Opera
Company this September. Applications close at midnight on Sunday 10 May.

Both programmes are free and offer an exciting opportunity for young people to
develop their singing, performance skills, and confidence.




Trlele P Boesk
Parenting Course

6 - 8 week therapeutic programme
offering tips and tools for managing
behaviours in children 2-8 years.

. Do you find yourself repeating
instructions to your child?

. Does your child say “No”
when you ask them to do
something?

. Is their behaviour sometimes
difficult for you to manage?

If the answer to these questions is yes, then why
not attend our next course for support,
tips and new ideas?

When?

To book call the Starts Thursday
The Hub, go to 23rd April
lewishamfamilyhubs. 12.30pm - 2.30pm
org.uk/events 4 Where?

or scan the 2 Best Start Family Hub
QR code A Bellingham

— - 109 Randlesdown Road
—— SE6 3HB

Triple P 07720 152903

EMPOV[\IERING

elp | Thursdays ;
parents learn practical ski 30th April - 2nd July
for everyday llfe SUCh as.: % {no session 28th May - half term]}

Looking after yourself asa p

Best Start Famlly Hub
Recognising and managing Bellingham

your child's emotions 109 Randlesdown Road'
Learning positive parenting
strategies

To book call the
The Hub,goto
IeWIshamfamllvhubs
. org.uk/events
or scan the




