Torridon Primary School,
Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG
Headteacher: Manda George

Telephone: 0208 697 2762
6™ March 2026

Dear parents and carers,

It was so lovely to see so many of the children dressed up for World Book Day. Staff loved dressing up too! Thank you to
Claudia who arranged a special visit from a children’s author who came and spoke to the children about some of the
books she has written. Look out for some photos of some fantastic book characters later in the newsletter — see how
many you can recognise.

Our wonderful dancers in Unity took to the stage at the Catford Broadway Theatre this week. Huge thanks to Deme for
making children’s dreams of appearing on stage a reality.

Last night we hosted our first family film night of the year. We hope you had a good time and enjoyed the film with your
little ones.

Next week is assessment week. We can’t wait to see how well the children have done this term. It will soon be time for
you to book an appointment to meet with your child’s class teacher when we will be able to share their progress with
you. Further details about booking an appointment will be available next week.

Our partners with the Mental Health Schools Team will be hosting a coffee morning on Thursday next week. They will be
talking about challenges with bedtimes and sleep. If this sounds like something that would be helpful, we hope you will
be able to join us.

Sunday 8" is International Women’s Day. It is a time for us to think about all the special women in our lives — those who
pioneered for equality, grandmothers, mothers, aunts, sisters, daughters, cousins and friends — and to celebrate those
who have inspired, encouraged and supported us.

I hope you have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes
WOMEN'S DAY

¢OB MARCH

Manda George

Headteacher

Rights Respecting

This week in our Rights Respecting Assemblies, we explored the importance of World Book Day. Just 10 minutes of
reading each day can support a child’s future success, helping us learn about the world, spark imagination, and
inspire new ideas. Our discussions linked to Articles 17, 29, and 31, reminding us how reading, education, and
creative activities are not only enjoyable, but also part of our rights to access information, learn, and grow
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World Book Day 2026

We have had a lovely day in the sunshine celebrating World Book Day.

Children took part in a range of activities, including a visit from Truly Johnston, a Southeast London children’s
author. Truly delivered inspiring assemblies and workshops, and the children really enjoyed hearing about her
new book as well as learning what it takes to become an author themselves. They also loved listening to
teachers from across the school read to them and getting involved in creative activities in their classrooms.

If you would like to purchase Truly’s book, please use the following link:

https://bit.ly/4r5BzAT
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Coffee Morning for Parents and Carers

Supporting children with sleep difficulties

Thursday 12* March, 9am — 10am

The Mental Health School’s Team will discuss routines and strategies for
supporting children who struggle to get to sleep and to stay asleep.

We hope to see you there.




Torridon presents: A Festival of Comedy

Friday 20™ March 2026

Children are invited to dress up for Comic Relief to help us raise money for a good cause.

On this day, children are invited to have crazy hair, wear their uniform backwards or to wear
the whackiest outfit they can think of all for a £1 donation.

We will celebrate our weird and wonderful looks during our Jokeathon assemblies where we
will also perform our jokes that we have been practising at home. Letters about our Jokeathon

and subsequent Torridon joke book have been sent home today.

We can’t wait to see what you wear!

We would like to invite you to a workshop with
Laura from SALT and Karen. The workshop will
explore the project we are conducting with Year
4,5 and 6, where we look at autism and their
identity.

When: Monday 9th March at 9am
Where: Resource Base.




This year the British Science Association is collabomtlng with the Government Oﬂlce for Science on one
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What makes a good childhood?

You are invited to create an Al or A3 poster thinking about what makes children’s lives positive? What will a positive childhood look
like in the future for children? This information will be used to impact future government research!

When creating your poster think about:
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activities people places objects hobbies

Posters may be shared publicly so please do not include any personal information. The winner, selected by The British Science
association, will receive a STEM themed prize such as games, toys, books, magazines and memberships.

The judges will be looking for:

W

content effective communication  creativity

Entries are to be submitted to your class teacher by Fr'lday 10t Apr'll. Good luck




Year 6 Saturday League Football

The year 6 boys’ team played their final league matches on Saturday, and they finished the season in spectacular
fashion! It has been such a transformative journey for the team. At the start of the season, they were a group of
individuals — some of which were understandably nervous playing their first competitive football matches. On Saturday,
they were one collective unit, bursting with confidence and challenging teams at the top of the league. They had three
matches to play; two of which were against teams that had the potential to win the league if results went in their favour.

The first match was against Prendergast. This team were highly respected and were sitting in third place, only a couple of
points away from the top spot. The boys played some amazing football during that match and, although they couldn’t
find the opportunity to score, managed to secure a draw by defending outstandingly well. Liam, Michael, Ashton and
Malleek were incredible in defence, blocking and tackling each time Prendergast attacked. On the rare occasion that they
broke through, Levi was there in goal to prevent them from going ahead. A 0-0 draw against such a strong team was an
amazing result.

Their second match was against league leaders St. James Hatcham. This team had been a free-scoring, winning team all
- season — until they played our boys. As the match began, it

S was clear that they had some incredibly talented players on

" their team. However, our boys remained as confident as ever
and again, our defence were superb. It was a joy to watch our
boys go head-to-head with the best in the league and match
them at every moment in the game. Yacine, Tommy and Max
were just as dangerous in midfield as their opposition and
worked incredibly hard all game creating scoring
opportunities as well as supporting their defence. Another 0-0
draw was the evidence our team craved to prove to
themselves that even the best teams would struggle to beat
them.

To top off an incredible day, they managed to win their final game of the season 3-0 against Baring. Although this team
were slightly lower in the league, they were still an obstacle for our boys in defence. Dejahn worked wonders in attack as
he put their defence under pressure. He had a great opportunity to make it 1-0, but his shot went over by inches. Yacine
was on fire in the first half, scoring two goals before the half time whistle to put the team in a comfortable lead. The third
goal was inevitable, but Baring made our boys work for it! Masih was amazing in the second half in attack and just
missed his best chance, whereas Tommy had a fantastic

one-on-one opportunity, but the ball trickled past the

wrong side of the post. He could have easily allowed his

miss to dampen his spirits, but instead he decided to work

even harder. In the last few seconds of the match, he went

from defending a Baring free kick to scoring his goal in

the final kick of the game. A great win, and a perfect final-

game result for the boys.




Arbor — Download the app!

QR codes are now on the gates for you to login to Arbor. Once you have logged in online, you will be able to
login via the app.

We will be booking parents evenings via the Arbor this term.

All payments are on Arbor - enrichment clubs, breakfast club, nursery meals and wraparound.
Please continue to email the admin imbox if you have any issues logging in.

Communications will also now come through the Arbor app.

Download the Arbor app:

Arbor Parent App App - App Store (iPhones)

Arbor Parent App — Apps on Google Play (android)

Use the links below to help you get started on the app and let the admin team know if you have any issues
logging in.

Log into the Parent Portal and the Parent App — Arbor Help Centre

A quick introduction to Arbor for guardians and parents — Arbor Help Centre

Signing my child up for a Breakfast or After-School Club on the Parent Portal or Parent App — Arbor Help
Centre

Unity Dance Company — Live Dance 2026!

This week, our talented Year 6 dancers proudly performed at The Catford Broadway, showcasing an original
piece created entirely by the dancers.

Their work was inspired by the themes of sight, mind and touch, which were thoughtfully explored through
movement and prop deign.

The performance was part of Lewisham schools dance festival, Live Dance 2926 organised by Trinity Laban.

The event provided a fantastic opportunity for our dancers to perform on a professional stage and celebrate
their hard work and artistic expression.



https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor-parent-app/id1448707412
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.arboreducation.parentapp&hl=en_GB
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020147458-Log-into-the-Parent-Portal-and-the-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/212097029-A-quick-introduction-to-Arbor-for-guardians-and-parents
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has shown
that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly Award in
EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display the trophy in

—  cCiplent.

DID YOU KNOW...

Children spend 20% of their
time at school playing...

-
5y M

That's 1.4 years! g

And play is essential for
children's learning and development.

TORRIDON IS AN OPAL SCHOOL

OPAL = Outdoor Play And Learning

What's an OPAL school?

An DPAL school is one that follows a programme of

play to make outdoor spaces engaging, active,
creative and fun.

It's a school that:

EYFS

Y3/4

Y5/6

Shukri, Kallie, Sufiyan and
Lashwin (Red Class).

Every day this week they have
used bricks, wheels, balance
boards and stacking obstacle
equipment to create a castle,
obstacle course, a tank, and
laser game.

They worked as a team sharing
the equipment, lots of fantastic
language was used, problem
solving and used their creative
brains!!

They even tidied away all the
equipment before we went in!
You are all superstars!

Amjad 2E

Otto 2S

For pushing
themselves to
complete the new
elevated obstacle
course! They kept
trying again and
again and were
cheered on and
helped by their
friends!

4S for creating a
volcano made from
sand and
demonstrating an

eruption using water.

Year 4 are learning
about volcanoes this
term in geography,
reading and writing.
It was lovely to see
enthusiasm!

Hanna (6R)
for always
making
herself
available to
help tidy up
after lunch.
As soon as
the three
whistles are
blown, she
is one of the
first to lend
a helping
hand. Thank
you, Hanna!




Resource Base

The Resource Base children had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day. They loved
dressing up as their favourite characters, enjoying a story read aloud, playing in role, and
escaping into the world of a book on their own. It was a wonderful day full of imagination,
creativity and a love of reading. ‘ :

This week the children have been hard at work — transforming their role play areas into houses of straw, sticks and
bricks! We have made pig and wolf masks, written interesting animal facts, made posters to scare off the Big Bad Wolf,
and acted out the story with many different endings! But which class’ house do you think was the strongest?

>y




Year 1 have been introduced to a new character this term: Snutt, the curious, explorer from another planet!
This week, Snutt visited ‘Chef School’ and we went along too. First, we learned that giving instructions can go
horribly wrong if they are not precise! Then, we worked as a team following instructions carefully to make
falafel sandwiches. We really enjoyed cooking together and our sandwiches tasted great. So, we wrote our
own set of instructions to help others make them too. We used adverbials of time and “bossy verbs” to make
our instructions as clear and useful as possible. Why don’t you read our learning and have a go at making a
falafel sandwich yourself? We are positive you will love them as much as we did!
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This week, we used all our pirate learning to create WANTED posters for our noisy, naughty troublemakers. We
included present-tense verbs to describe their awful actions and added expanded noun phrases to make our
descriptions extra clear. We used a command to tell everyone exactly what to do if they spot the sneaky
scoundrels—and, of course, we offered a big reward for anyone brave enough to help us track them down.
Take a look at our posters and keep a watchful eye out...
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This week, year 3 have been developing their independent writing skills through the story The Great Kapok
Tree. We explored the rich rainforest setting and used descriptive vocabulary to bring the environment to life,

imagining the sounds, colours, and creatures that live there. We also discussed the important message of the
book and wrote about why the Kapok Tree matters to the animals who depend on it.
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As part of our new science topic, Sound, we enjoyed taking part in a ‘sound walk,’ in Forster Memorial Park this week.
We stopped in various locations (by the road, the woods, the path, the park’s playground) and recorded the sounds that

we could hear. We were building on our knowledge that sound is caused by vibrations so we considered what was
vibrating to make the sounds that we could hear.




This week in Year 5, the children wrote persuasive letters to His Majesty King Charles, encouraging him to
include Katherine Johnson on the next Honours List for her outstanding work with NASA. They learned about
her vital mathematical contributions and used a range of persuasive devices—such as emotive language,
rhetorical questions, and strong factual evidence—to make their writing powerful and convincing.
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Year 6 enjoyed a fantastic World Book Day filled with creativity, imagination, and plenty of reading magic.
One of the highlights was The Great Story Bake-Off, where pupils designed and created inventive cakes inspired
by their favourite books. From colourful fantasy worlds to suspense-filled mysteries, each cake showed just how
much thought and passion the children put into bringing their chosen stories to life.

The class also took their reading outdoors and spent time reading together in the court, which provided a
refreshing change from the classroom and helped everyone enjoy their books in a calm, open space. It was
wonderful to see pupils so engaged—sharing stories, discussing characters, and celebrating the joy of reading.




Sandhurst and Torridon Can You Help?
PTAs are delighted to
host the 6th annual We’'re looking for:
Corbett Chase 10k and Marshals on route
Half-Marathon, with a Play Street
Play Street for families Registration
on Minard Road. Water Station
Set-Up &

Staff, parents, carers, Pack-Down
friends all invited to get
involved: running, To volunteer:

alking, volunteering https:/forms.gle/UgrPvW
or cheering - GO QCDS8PNEjc8A
CORBETT TEAMS!

Let's make this the
biggest and best Corbett
Chase yet!

This week we went on a ‘trip’.

The children visited GRIPS TYRES on Verdant Lane to collect tyres for our playground project.

Every week the children at Allotment club amaze me with their hard work and commitment but
this week | was bursting with pride as they represented our school.

The children were respectful of the public and sensible when crossing roads all while rolling
tyres and controlling their speed all the way back to school!




Nursery have been learning the story of Little red riding hood. We used role play props to retell
the story and even built Grandma’s cottage.

This week Reception have been making houses for the 3 little pigs. The children were very
happy that the big bad wolf was unable to blow them down!

‘Snutt’ arrived from space this week. Year 1 helped Snutt explore our woodland. Snutt had so
much fun climbing trees, jumping in muddy puddles and looking for newts in our pond.

Year 4 are learning about natural disasters. This week we created our own volcano and used
vinegar, bicarbonate of soda and food colouring to manipulate a lava eruption.




Next week, beginning Monday 9™ March, the Eco Leaders are launching Plastic bottles
their Reuse, Recycle Plastic Bottles Campaign. Each class will have a box
where children and adults can put any used (unwanted) plastic bottles.

If you don’t have a recycling bin at home, please don’t throw away plastic
bottles in the regular bin. Wash them out and give them to your children to
bring in.

The Eco Leaders will take a daily tally of how many bottles appear in the class boxes. This is the
first stage in their campaign where they will be monitoring plastic use.

The next phase will be to research how plastic bottles are recycled in Lewisham. And to think of
ways that they can be reused in and around the school.

Congratulations to the winners of our English creative arts competition!

We really loved your artwork which celebrated your love of reading. Thank you for

spending the time creating such wonderful pteces which included your favourite

characters and highlights from your favourite books. Here are some pictures of the

children with their new stortes which they won in the competition:

Well done Audrey, Edith, Evie and Elsie.




As we start to see a glimmer of Spring, keep an eye on your Sprihg
bulb that you planted back in the Autumn.

\
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When your flower blooms, take a picture and send it to
forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

All of the beautiful pictures will be displayed so

Manda can pick a winning bloom!

Weekly Attendance

Attendance Attendance Attendance

91% 92% 94%

94% 96% 93%

92% 93% 100%

93% 97% 95%

94% 91% 94%

98% 94% 93%

Please remember - routine dental and medical appointments must take place before or after
school or during school holidays. Non-emergency appointments during the school day will not
be authorised. If your child has a clinic or hospital appointment, please email the admin inbox
and attach a copy of the appointment letter.


mailto:forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk

Dates for Your Diary

Monday 16" February —
Friday 20" February

HALF TERM

26™ Feb - 5" March

Scholastic Book Fair

Thursday 5™ March

World Book Day
Family Film Night

Friday 6" March

Year 6 girls’ football event

Week beginning 9™ March

Whole school assessment week
Science Week

Thursday 12" March

Parent and carer coffee morning with the Mental Health
Schools Team — Supporting Sleep Routines

Monday 16" March

Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament

Tuesday 17" March

Yellow class trip to Mudchute Farm

Wednesday 18" March

Red class trip to Mudchute Farm

Thursday 19" March

Blue class trip to Mudchute Farm

Friday 20" March

Resource Base to the Transport Museum

Sunday 22" March

Friends of Torridon PTA event - Corbett chase run 2026

Monday 23 March

Strings performance

Tuesday 24™ and Thursday
26" March

Open evenings for parents and carers

Thursday 26" March

Woodwind performance

Friday 27" March

Friends of Torridon PTA fundraising — own clothes day
Athlete Assembly and workshop — whole school event
Last day of term — 2pm Finish

Monday 30" March — Friday
10* April

EASTER HOLIDAY




Stars of the Week

Class

Name

Reason

Blue
Class

Waltie

For being such a kind member of the class and for developing his
confidence! Well done, Waltie!

Red
Class

Shukri

For being a good role model to his peers. He is always kind and looks after his
friends. Well done, Shukri!

Yellow
Class

Aswi

Foralwaystrying herbest and always making theright choices at school. Well done!

M

Asma

For showing kindness and caring for all her classmate&Vell done and keep it up!

IN

Thivani

Foralways taking so much care with everythinghe does. She is also a kind and supportiy
classmate and partner. Keep up thegreat work!

A
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her instructions and came up withideas independently. She even remembered to use he
finger spaces!Well done Majesty!

Amjad

For always being so enthusiastic towards all he does. He engages during
carpet sessionsand is alwayskeen to share his ideasWell done, Amjad and keep it

up!

For his amazing improvement in his handwriting this weekVell done for taking
t eASWHACT YWe UT WG RT JWRUW! Yel WGI 3t WUq¢
amazing!Well done Peter

Rory

For hiswonderful effort in every lesson and really pushing himself to do higery
best. The week he has showgreat readiness and responsibilitywith his
learning. Well done Rory, keep it up!

Elsie

For showing an excellent attitude to your learning and trying your bestatl of your lessons.

Rae

For making wonderful contributions to class discussions. Keep it up!

Didi

Forresponding to all the feedback that she has been given. This has resulted in
her producing some outstanding writing.

Aren

For always trying his best to concentrate and consistently showing the
expected behavioursin Torridon. Keep it upAren

Kruz

For showing excellent teamwork and kindness. He supported his talk partner during ou
sound investigation by taking turns to help with recording the resultsNell done

Meena

For showing great perseverance and improvement imaths and writing lessons.
Well down Meena!

ke

Forworking exceptionally hard inmaths, when ordering and comparing lengths and height
and using the correct vocabulary to describe and explain his thinking.

Sophia

For she has worked incredibly hard on her persuasive letter this week, including most of
the key features in her letter to King Charles! Well, done!

lona

For putting in a lot of effort into hemaths learningand makinggood progress.Well done,
lona. Keep up the good work.

Otis

Always being a consistent, diligent learner. Youregularly demonstrate a positive attitude, m
ake greatefforts, and you collaborate well with all of your peers. Keepup the great work!

Abisan

For improving his reasoning and problem-solving skills and this has been reflected in his
assessments. Well done!

Max

Fordemonstrating superb creativity in his writing andconsistently responding tofeedback
to ensure he is achieving his bestYourimagination, effort and determination have
been evidentthis term. Well done.

|Resourcs

Base

For settling in well and trying new foods.




Forest School -Summer Camp

We are very excited to announce that summer camp is back for its
second year! Places will be limited to 30 and can be booked daily or
weekly. Places are available for children, Reception-Year 6.

This year we will be opening summer camp up to the local
community so will be offering places to children from Sandhurst,
Rushey Green and Forster Park schools.

Camp will run from Monday 3rd" August- Friday 14™ August

2026 10am-3pm. Our daily rate will be £40 per child (£30 for
children eligible for pupil premium funding). Childcare

vouchers are accepted. Children should bring a packed lunch

and will spend their day outside in our woodland embracing nature.

Booking will be available on your child’s ARBOR account from 23" February 2026.
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The Felix Project, in partnership with BETTER, will be
distributing free fresh fruit and vegetables.

WHEN WHERE
Wednesday 28th  Bellingham Leisure
Enrichment : January Centre, 5 Randlesdown
! il o A 1-3pm Rd, London SE6 3BT
W3W ///lock.token.life
Text or Call: Scan the QR below to view 4:30PM -
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