
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                        

 
Dear parents and carers, 

We have had an amazing time at Torridon this week.  The children have worked so hard during assessment 

week.  Their focus and concentration have been incredible.  We can’t wait to see how much progress they have 

made this term.   

There has also been some fantastic science learning take place this week.  Find out what the children have been 

learning about later in the newsletter. 

Next week is a very busy week.  It is neurodiversity celebration week and we will be learning about and 

celebrating our unique strengths and differences.  We will be finishing the week with our Festival of Comedy for 

Comic Relief on Friday.  We hope that children have been practising their joke telling skills and we can’t wait to 

see their crazy hair and wacky outfits. 

Parent and carer open evenings are taking place in the week beginning 23rd March.  Lots of you have made an 

appointment already but if you have not done so, there is still time to do so.  This term appointments will be 

made via the Arbor app.    Please speak to a member of the admin team if you need some help booking your 

time slot. 

We are also keen to hear your views about Torridon and are asking you to complete our 

parent and carer questionnaire.  We would love to hear about what you think we are 

doing well and any ideas or suggestions for ways in which we can make things even 

better.  You can complete the questionnaire by clicking on the QR Code .   

I wish you a very happy Mother’s Day for those who are celebrating on Sunday.  I hope you have a lovely time 

with family and friends. 

Best wishes  

Manda George 

Headteacher 

 Rights Respecting School  
 

This week in our Rights Respecting assemblies, we have been celebrating 

International Women’s Day, which takes place each year on 8th March. 

Together, we learned about the inspiring achievements of women around 

the world and the importance of promoting gender equality. We also 

explored how this special day links to Article 2, reminding us that all 

children deserve to be treated fairly and equally. 
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Corbett Chase – Sunday 22nd March 2026 
 

The Corbett Chase is just over a week away! 

9:15am - Race starts at Torridon Primary School 

10:00am - 12:00pm - Play Street on Minard Road in front of Sandhurst Primary School where 

race finishes 

With one week to go, don’t forget to sign up to run or walk either the 10km or half marathon 

Corbett Chase. If running isn’t your thing, come along to enjoy the bake sale and cheer on your 

fellow parents and carers. 

There are also plenty of volunteer positions still available, so, if you can spare some time, we 

would love your help. 

And finally, please don’t forget to donate – all proceeds go directly to supporting the school. 

All information on how to take part and donate can be found here: 

https://corbettchase.friendsoftorridon.org/ 

 

 

School Music Performances 
We are excited to invite families to our upcoming music performances taking place this 
March. Our talented children have been working hard, and we look forward to sharing 

their wonderful achievements with you. All performances will take place in the year 5 hall. 

We hope you can come along and enjoy the musical showcase! 

 
Event 

 
Date Time 

Strings Performance Monday 23rd March 9:00–9:45am 
Woodwind Performance Thursday 26th March 9:00–9:45am 

Piano Performance Friday 27th March 9:00–9:45am 
 

 

https://corbettchase.friendsoftorridon.org/


Torridon presents: A Festival of Comedy  
  

Friday 20th March 2026 

Children are invited to dress up for Comic Relief to help us raise money for a good cause. 

On this day, children are invited to have crazy hair, wear their uniform backwards or to wear 

the whackiest outfit they can think of all for a £1 donation. 

We will celebrate our weird and wonderful looks during assemblies where we will also perform 

our jokes that we have been practising at home. 

      

Torridon Joke Book Entries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torridon Joke Book Entries 

Please make sure all joke book entries have 

been passed on to teachers by Monday 16th 

March. Any jokes received after this time may 

not be featured in our book. 

We do hope you have had fun practising 

these jokes at home, and we can’t wait to 

hear them next week! 

 

 



Parents’ Evening  
 

Open Evenings to meet your child’s class teacher are on the following dates: 
 

Tuesday 24th March 3.30pm to 6.00pm 
(3A – Wednesday 25th March 3.30 – 6.00pm) 

Thursday 26th March 3.30pm to 6.30pm 
 

We are inviting you to make an appointment to meet your child’s class teacher. With our new 

management information system, Arbor, you will now be able to book for your exact time, 

rather than waiting for the paper slip to be returned to you. 

 

 

Parents’ Evening – SEN meetings 
 

 

 

 

 

During parents’ and carers’ open evenings, I will be available to meet with you if you have any 

concerns regarding special educational needs for your child. If you would like to meet, please 

email the below address, so we can arrange a suitable time:  

senco@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk 

Looking forward to meeting with you. 

Sai (Inclusion Lead) 
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#MadeForThis Game Girls’ Football Tournament 
 

Last Friday, twenty children from years 5 and 6 split into two teams to represent Torridon in 

the Lewisham #MadeForThisGame girls’ football initiative. The aim of the event was to 

encourage more girls to play football and to increase confidence playing competitive sports. 

For many of the girls, this event was their first experience playing in competitive matches. 

It was a busy day for the girls as they were scheduled to play twelve 7-a-side matches! 

Throughout the morning, they tried out different positions such as being a goalkeeper, 

defender, midfielder or attacker. After each game, they discussed what went well and how they 

could improve. They each made some excellent passes, some brave challenges and scored some 

incredible goals. Some of the opposing coaches praised the girls’ passion in the games and how 

respectful they were during and after each match. It was great to see how much their 

confidence grew during the morning. Many of the girls appeared to be quite nervous at the 

start of the day, but by the end of the tournament they wanted to play more! They had the 

opportunity to experience the highs and lows of competitive play. Again, it was impressive to 

see how they dealt with the setbacks along the way as well as the joy of scoring and winning. 

Well done to both of our girls’ teams, and a huge thank you to the family members that 

supported on the day. 

 

 



Athlete Visit 
 

We’re excited to announce that we will be welcoming Olympic cyclist Kelly Murphy to the 

school on Friday 27th March. 

Kelly will be leading a sponsored fitness circuit with all pupils, followed by a motivational 

assembly and Q&A session. The aim of the event is to inspire the pupils to be more physically 

active, but, just as importantly, encourage them to discover and pursue their passion in life. 

The event will both connect the pupils to an extraordinary athlete role model and 

raise money for new sports equipment in the school, as well as supporting both 

athletes and para-athletes, so that they can continue to inspire the next generation.  

You can sponsor your child by visiting: www.greatathletes.org and clicking on the button “Set 

up a Fundraiser Page”. Alternatively, you can scan the QR code to go directly to the online 

sponsorship page. Next week, children will also be given a sponsorship form to use to help raise 

money for the event. 

As a thank you, pupils will receive the following thank you gifts for meeting these milestones:  

● Raise any money: an A5 sheet of motivational stickers 

● Raise £10 or more: a blue Great Athletes wristband 

● Raise £25 or more: a blue wristband, and a red wristband with Kelly Murphy’s signature 

● Raise £50 or more: all the above, 

plus a signed Kelly Murphy poster  

 

Please ensure that the sponsorship form 

and money are returned to the school 

office 1 week after the event has taken 

place. 

Thank you in anticipation of creating a 

terrific and memorable event.   

 

 

 

 

 
 



Resource Base – Planting 
 
The Resource Base is celebrating the start of spring! The tulips we planted in October are now 

blossoming. We’ve enjoyed watering them and tending to them, watching them grow and 

brighten our outdoor space. 

   

   
 
 

Nursery – Ducks and Ducklings 
 
This week in nursery, we have been reading ‘The Ugly Duckling’ and singing ‘Five Little Ducks’. 

We have used the song to help us with our counting and recognising numerals skills. We were 

also very excited to see the first flowers appear on our mud kitchen tree and have learned 

about how seasons change. We know these flowers are one of the first signs of springs!  

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                    

                                          
 



Reception – Science Week 
 

For science week, reception made their very own erupting volcanoes! The children also had fun 

trying to find ways of releasing dinosaurs trapped in ice!  

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 – Curious Minds at Work 
 

Science week in Year 1 has been full of wonder, discoveries and lots of ‘wow!’ moments. Our 

young scientists rolled up their sleeves, made predictions, tested ideas and learned that science 

is all about asking questions and finding out the answers together. Here’s a peek at what we 

explored! 

We explored three fun experiments. First, we tested different materials to discover which would 

make the best hankie when you have a cold. The children compared absorbency and made 

clever predictions. 

Next, we designed and tested paper aeroplanes to find out which shape flew the furthest. After 

plenty of trial flights, the children learned how small changes in design can really affect how 

well something moves through the air. 

Our final challenge was exploring how boats float. By building and testing their own mini 

boats, the children experimented with shape, balance and buoyancy. 

We also learned about Big Manny, the scientist who has made science exciting for millions of 

children with his videos, book of experiments and appearances on children’s TV. 

A wonderful week of discovery for all! 

 

 

 



Year 2 –  Geography: Map Skills and Compass Points 
 

This week in geography, we began by exploring what maps are and how they help us 

understand where things are. We then created our own maps by placing objects and deciding 

how to set them out. As we compared the position of one object to another, we practised using 

compass points to describe where each item was. We focused on being specific with direction, 

thinking carefully about whether something was to the north, south, east or west. Take a look 

at our wonderful learning… 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 3 – Science  
 

This week, year 3 has been discovering the incredible work of Rosalind Franklin, the pioneering 

scientist whose research was key to understanding the structure of DNA. The children explored 

how her detailed X‑ray images helped reveal the famous double helix shape and discussed why 

her contributions are so important in the world of science today. They were fascinated to learn 

about her determination, curiosity and commitment to discovery. 

 

Rosalind Franklin was a kind, respectful, happy scientist. She changed everybody’s lives. When 

she took photo 51, she helped to discover DNA. She left university and went to France and 

loved it. She loved the food and the smell. Back at uni, people called Watson and Crick got 

photo 51 and used it to show more information about DNA. Watson and Crick got the Nobel 

Prize for Science. Rosalind Franklin was forgotten …but we remember her.  -Milo 

Rosalind Franklin was born in 1920. She was good at arithmetic but not music. She loved 

science. She took a photo called photo 51. Watson and Crick used her photo, without her 

permission, and made the DNA structure.       -Rhia 



Year 4 – Birds 
 

This week, year 4 explored the theme of curiosity through three exciting hands‑on science 

investigations. 

 

How Do Birds Build Their Nests? 

The children put themselves in the feathers of hardworking birds by designing and constructing 

their own nests. They then tested their creations against wind and rain to see how strong, 

sturdy, and cosy they were for an imaginary bird family. 

 

What’s the Best Design for a Paper Aeroplane? 

Through experimenting with different paper aeroplane, glider, and helicopter designs, pupils 

discovered how air resistance and force affect flight. They sent their creations soaring and 

compared how each one travelled. 

 

Does Toast Always Land Butter-Side Down? 

In this fun probability challenge, pupils investigated Murphy’s Law by flipping toast and 

recording the results. They explored chance, patterns, and whether the famous saying is true! 

Year 4 showed fantastic curiosity, creativity, and scientific thinking throughout the week.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 – Space 
 

As part of science week, year 5 had three different science lessons with 3 different teachers.  

 

For one of our science lessons, we designed our very own luna rover as a group before 

presenting it to the class and peer-evaluating.  

 

We all worked collaboratively and had so much fun designing the different components our 

rover needed to effectively explore the surface of the moon 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 6 – UCL East Educational Visit 
 

Year 6 children were fortunate enough to visit University College London East, based in 

Stratford. We were guests of Dr Solomon Bawa, who had an exciting day of activities planned 

for the pupils. First, we had a tour of the impressive facilities, followed by presentations in a 

lecture hall. After this, Dr Bawa and his colleagues had a range of experiments set up for the 

pupils to take part in inside their ‘wet lab’. Pupils were dressed in lab coats and protective eye 

wear while scanning rocks, filtering copper from stones and separating liquids. It was a truly 

memorable day for everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Opal Play Golden Boot Award 
 

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has shown 

that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a golden boot award in EYFS, 

KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display the trophy in their 

classroom for a full week before the award is handed over to the next 

recipient. 

EYFS KS1 Y3/Y4 Y5/Y6 

Blue class for 
bringing in so 
many wonderful 
donations and 
completing the 
OPAL Play Bingo 
card! 

1M for their use of 
imagination 
during play. 

Ryan, Josh and 
Kayden (3A) for 
building a stage 
with a backdrop 
and creating a 
play using their 
hands as shadow 
puppets. 

Kasvin, Nova and 
Aleena, 5V. 
Since the addition 
of the Little City, 
these three helpful 
children have 
volunteered 
themselves to tidy 
up and put away 
all the props 
without even being 
asked! 

 

Arbor 
 

QR codes are now on the gates for you to login to Arbor. Once you have logged in online, you will be able to 

login via the app. We will be booking parents evenings via the Arbor this term.  

All payments are on Arbor - enrichment clubs, breakfast club, nursery meals and wraparound. 

Please continue to email the admin imbox if you have any issues logging in. 

Communications will also now come through the Arbor app. 

Download the Arbor app: 

Arbor Parent App App - App Store   (iPhones) 

Arbor Parent App – Apps on Google Play (android)  

Use the links below to help you get started on the app and let the admin team know if you have any issues 

logging in. 

Log into the Parent Portal and the Parent App – Arbor Help Centre 

A quick introduction to Arbor for guardians and parents – Arbor Help Centre 

Signing my child up for a Breakfast or After-School Club on the Parent Portal or Parent App – Arbor Help 

Centre 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor-parent-app/id1448707412
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.arboreducation.parentapp&hl=en_GB
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020147458-Log-into-the-Parent-Portal-and-the-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/212097029-A-quick-introduction-to-Arbor-for-guardians-and-parents
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App


Notices 
 

Collection reminder: To keep all children safe, anyone collecting must know the agreed 

password. Please make sure:  

✔ The correct password is shared with the adult collecting  

✔ The school is informed if it changes  

No password = no collection. Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe 

     Weekly Newsletter Reminder  

Our school newsletter is available to view on the school website every Monday. Please visit the 

website each week to stay up to date with the latest news, events and important information. 

 

Thank you for observing our school street rules and not driving during 

restricted times, allowing our children a healthier and safer journey to and 

from school every day. If you must drive to school, please also remember 

to park safely and considerately, taking into account our neighbours’ 

safety and access to their driveways. 

 

 

 

School Fees and financial year end 

As we approach the end of the financial year, we kindly ask all parents and guardians to settle 

any outstanding balances for the nursery school dinners, all clubs including breakfast and after 

school club, ensuring these accounts are up to date. As a reminder, all school services should 

be paid for in advance. 



Spare Clothes Request  
 

EYFS are looking for more items for their stock please.  

If your child has grown and you have any socks, tights, 

skirts or trousers please can you drop them to Kelley on the 

Reception gate? 

 

  

 

OPAL Play Bingo Spring Term Card  

 
As many of you will be aware, this term we launched OPAL BINGO.  

Every class has been challenged to fill their bingo card with donations to OPAL Play.  

The first class to complete their card will be awarded with extra playtime! 

We are extremely grateful to the children who have already bought donations into their class 

teacher, but we continuously need donations to maximise our OPAL Play provision, so please 

keep donating!! 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 



Forest School News 
 

It has been another busy week in our woodland.  

Nursery have been learning the story of ‘The ugly duckling’. The children created their own 

ducklings using clay, and they were certainly not ugly! 

 

Reception have been continuing their learning based on ‘The three little pigs’. This week the 

children lit their own mini fire using a flint and steel and huffed and puffed to blow the fire out! 

 

Year 1 got creative with clay this week too. The children created their own ‘Snutt’ character 

from their learning of ‘A wonderful world’. 

 

Year 4 have continued their learning about Natural Disasters. This week the children created a 

structure and then completed the shake challenge to see if their structure was strong enough to 

withstand an ‘earthquake’. 

 

 



Summer Camp 
 

    

Torridon Primary School are very excited to announce that summer camp is back for its second 
year. 

 This year, we would like to open our offer to children from Sandhurst, Rushey Green and 
Forster Park school to join our summer camp in our woodland.  
Places will be limited to 30 and can be booked daily or weekly. 

 Places are available for children in Reception to Year 6.   
Camp will run from Monday 3rd August- Friday 14th August 2026  

 10am-3pm.   
Our daily rate will be £40 per child (£30 for children eligible for pupil premium funding). 

Childcare vouchers are accepted.  
Children should bring a packed lunch.  

Children will spend their day outside in our woodland embracing nature.   
Each day there will be free play, den building, tree climbing, team games, stories and songs, 

craft activities, tool work, campfire snacks. To express your interest, please email 
forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dates for Your Diary 
 

Week beginning 16th March  Year 6 assessment week 
Neurodiversity Celebration Week 

Monday 16th March  Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament 
Tuesday 17th March  Yellow class trip to Mudchute Farm 

Year 2 trip to the Cutty Sark 
Wednesday 18th March  Red class trip to Mudchute Farm 
Thursday 19th March  Blue class trip to Mudchute Farm 
Friday 20th March Festival of Comedy for Comic Relief 
Friday 20th March  Torridon Presents a comedy festival  
Sunday 22nd March  Friends of Torridon PTA event - Corbett chase run 2026 
Monday 23rd March 9.00am Strings performance  
Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th March  
(Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th March 
for 3A) 

Open evenings for parents and carers 

Wednesday 25th March World Maths Day 
Thursday 26th March 9.00am Woodwind performance  

Friday 27th March  

Friends of Torridon PTA fundraising – own clothes day 

Athlete Assembly and workshop – whole school event 

Last day of term – 2pm Finish 

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April  EASTER HOLIDAY  
Monday 13th April   First day of the summer term – Return to school 

Friday 17th April  Year 3 and 4 mixed football tournament 

Monday 20th April  9.00am Guitar performance 

Tuesday 21st April Year 5 and 6 mixed football tournament  

Wednesday 22nd April  9.00am drumming performance 

Friday 24th April  Year 6 transition workshop  

Tuesday 28th April  Year 2 mixed football workshop 

Monday 4th May BANK HOLIDAY  

Wednesday 6th May Bug Guy visit to Reception 

Friday 8th May  Year 5 and 6 mixed hockey tournament  

Week beginning Monday 11th May Year 6 SATs week 

Tuesday 19th May Year 5 and 6 athletics tournament  

Wednesday 20th May No Pens Day 

Wednesday 20th – Friday 22nd May Year 6 school journey 

Monday 25th – Friday 29th May HALF TERM  

  



Weekly Attendance  

 

Well done to all the classes who won the attendance cup this week!  

Spring Bulb competition update 
As we start to see a glimmer of Spring, keep an eye on your Spring bulb that you planted 

back in the Autumn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When your flower blooms, take a picture and send it to 
forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk .  

All of the beautiful pictures will be displayed so  

Manda can pick a winning bloom!  

 

  

Class Attendance Class Attendance Class Attendance 

1M 95%  3A 93%  5A 99% 

 
1N 97% 

 

3G 94%  5C 97%  

1W 92%  3S 92%  5V 93%  

2E 96%  4C 96%  6L 96%  

2S 92%  4K 98% 

 

6LG 97%  

2SW 96%  4S 95%  6R 93%  

mailto:forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk


STARS OF THE WEEK 

Class  Name  Reason  

Nursery FT  Carson  For his fantastic help and diligence tidying up all week. Well done Carson. your hard 
work doesn’t go unnoticed!  

Nursery PT  Thanushan  For his impressive listening and speaking skills. He was able to tell us the day, the season and 

the weather, keep up the great work Thanushan, you have come so far!          

Blue Class  Klesti  For his fantastic maths skills. He always tries his best with his learning.  He helps his 
friends. Well done!  

Red Class  Jago  For being a good role model to his peers. He is always making the right choices, being kind and 

sharing with his friends. Well done, Jago!          

Yellow Class  Oliver  For always being kind and caring. He is a good friend to others. He always tries his best at 
school. Well done!  

1M  Kamaiyah-
Rose  

For showing such kindness and selflessness. This week, she especially shone during Forest 

School with her thoughtful and caring attitude toward others. Well done, Kamaiyah-Rose!          

1N  The Whole 
Class  

For their enthusiasm, focus and determination during quiz week. Keep up the great work!          

1W  Dishan  For applying all his reading skills in assessments this week. Well done for reading carefully and 
thinking about each answer. We are pleased with his progress!  

2E  Edith  For being so warm and welcoming to the newest member of our class. Edith has shown such 
kindness, friendliness, and genuine care, making sure they feel included and supported. She has 

been a lovely helping hand, and her positive attitude brightens our classroom. Well done!          

2S  Esmee  For her fantastic effort during assessment week! Well done for taking your time, trying your best 
and showcasing all of the amazing things you are able to do independently. Well done Esmee, 

keep it up!          

2SW  Erin  For her kindness and being helpful towards her peers. Erin is always offering words of 

encouragement to others and supporting her classmates. Well done Erin, keep it up!         

 3A  Whole Class  For trying your best in all the challenges of assessment week. Well done!  

3G  Whole Class  For trying your best in all the challenges of assessment week. Well done!  

3S  Whole Class  For trying your best in all the challenges of assessment week. Well done!  

4C  Murat  For fantastic home learning in support of Science Week. Murat created an amazing poster all 

about curiosity, showcasing brilliant effort, creativity, and a real love of learning. Well done          

4K  Mia  For working hard to improve her letter formation and producing a lovely paragraph for a 

newspaper report. Well done         

4S  Knox  He has been really working hard to improve his writing. We were very impressed with his news 
report on the earthquake because he included fronted adverbials and technical 

vocabulary.  Keep it up, Knox!          

5A  Marek  For his fantastic effort and diligence this week during assessments, which has enabled him to 
make further progress. Keep it up!  

5C  Mason  For he has worked hard throughout his assessments this week. Showing great focus on his 
responses and taking time to answer each question carefully. Well done, Mason!  

5V  Elsie  For being a model student, always showing excellent 
learning behaviour and taking part in class discussions.  

6L  Zayd  For demonstrating fantastic presentational skills while presenting 6L’S sustainable city. You 
spoke with clarity, passion and eloquence. Well done!  

6LG  Rashid  For showing kindness towards a new pupil who has started. You’ve been supportive and 

helpful! Well done          

6R  Emmanuel  For showing integrity and respect on our visit to University College London this week. You 
consistently demonstrated a mature and positive attitude. Well done.  

Resource 
Base  

Arafa  For her great engagement during her music, art and dance lessons this week. Well done Arafa!!  

 



World Maths Day 



   

  

 

 

 

 



 

 



  

    

  


