
 
 

 

 
 

 
                                                                        

6th February 2026 
 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

This half term is flying by.  It is hard to believe we are almost at half term already! 

February is such a busy month.  It is LGBTQ+ history month – the theme this year is science and 

innovation.  We will be learning about important pioneers and the work they have done to 

make our world even better.  It is also the month in which Ramadan begins.  Many of you will 

be observing the holy month of fasting, prayer, reflection and community.   

Next week is both Internet Safety and Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week.  We will be 

supporting children to think about how to stay safe, kind and responsible online and to 

promote a sense of belonging.  We will be hosting a workshop about the safe use of AI on 

Wednesday morning, and our digital leaders will be leading the Torridon Expo from 2.30pm.  

We hope you will be able to come and support them. 

On Thursday and Friday at the end of the school day, we invite you to come and see some of 

the wonderful art work the children completed last term as part of their textile work.   

Friday is our Woodland Dress Up Day.  Children are invited to dress up as their favourite 

woodland creature.   We are hoping for squirrels and spiders, foxes and frogs, butterflies, 

badgers and bees.   Anyone who does not want to dress up is invited to wear green.  We will 

have collection buckets on the gates and all proceeds will go towards continuing to develop our 

fabulous Forest School outdoor classroom.   

As always, I hope you have a wonderful weekend, and we look forward to seeing you next 

week. 

 

Best wishes 

Manda George 

Headteacher  

 

 

Torridon Primary School, 

Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG 

Headteacher: Manda George 

Telephone: 0208 697 2762 

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk 

Website: www.torridonprimary.lewisham.co.uk 

Twitter: @TorridonPrimary 
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 Woodland Friends Dress Up Day 
 

Our woodland is three years old and to celebrate we invite you 
to come to school on 

Friday 13th February 

dressed as a woodland creature! 

 

 

 
 

Children who do not want to dress up as a woodland friend are 
invited to wear green. 

This is a fundraising event to maintain and expand our ever 
growing woodland area. 

Donations can be paid directly to Parent pay or buckets will be 
on the gate to accept cash.  

 Suggested donation of £1. 
 

 

 

 



 Art Exhibition   

 

 Rights Respecting Assemblies  
 

As we get ready for Mental Health Awareness Week, we have been 
learning how important it is to look after our minds and support 

each other. In our Rights Respecting assemblies, we discussed 
Article 24 and how many of our rights help us stay healthy and 

happy. We also explored our feelings and shared helpful strategies 
that we can use whenever our mental health needs a little boost.  



 

 



Reading for Pleasure Challenge! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

OPAL Play – Golden Boot Award 
The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has 

shown that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly 

Award in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display 

the trophy in their classroom for a full week before the award is 

handed over to the next recipient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS KS1 Y3&4 Y5&6 
Jaydeen (Blue 
Class) for amazing 
energy, stamina 
and rising to the 
challenge of the 
obstacle course! 

Rushik, Vettriselvan 
and 
Josiah (2S) for 
having fun together 
at playtime.  
Rushik, Vettri and 
Josiah have a really, 
lovely friendship. 
You will always see 
them having fun; 
playing, chasing, 
laughing and 
talking together 
during playtimes. 
 
 

Rowan and Bernice 
(3A) 
as they both 
initiated a fun, 
competitive game 
using the Skip It 
Toy.  They were 
challenging their 
friends and children 
from different year 
groups to see who 
can get the highest 
number of skips.  
Their willingness to 
promote sharing 
and turn taking 
with others made us 
so proud.  
 

Julia and Madison 
(6LG) 
for being exemplary 
role models in the 
playground, 
creating fun and 
active games for all 
ages to play whilst 
also supporting tidy 
up time. This week 
they tackled the 
trees in the court to 
rescue some lost 
equipment! 
 



 

 

 

 

We are happy to announce we are now moving to Arbor. From after half 

term all wraparound (Breakfast Club and After School Club @Torridon), 

enrichment clubs, trips, music tuition and nursery meals will be paid for in 

the Arbor app. Communications will also now come through the Arbor 

app. 

Download the Arbor app: 

Arbor Parent App App - App Store   (iPhones) 

Arbor Parent App – Apps on Google Play (android)  

This afternoon you will receive an email from Arbor asking you to set up 

your account. Please check your spam and junk folders for this email and 

further Arbor emails.  

Use the links below to help you get started on the app and let the admin 

team know if you have any issues logging in. 

Log into the Parent Portal and the Parent App – Arbor Help Centre 

A quick introduction to Arbor for guardians and parents – Arbor Help 

Centre 

Signing my child up for a Breakfast or After-School Club on the Parent 

Portal or Parent App – Arbor Help Centre 

 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor-parent-app/id1448707412
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.arboreducation.parentapp&hl=en_GB
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020147458-Log-into-the-Parent-Portal-and-the-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/212097029-A-quick-introduction-to-Arbor-for-guardians-and-parents
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/212097029-A-quick-introduction-to-Arbor-for-guardians-and-parents
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App


 

Share a Story: 

Parent and Carer reading sessions in nursery. 
Today, we had our first Share a Story reading sessions in nursery as part of our oracy initiative.  

The children loved reading with their parents and carers. 

 

    

Please do join us at our next one; the children would love to see you! 

Share a Story will be every Friday: 

Session 1: 8.45am – 9.10 am 

Session 2: 2.55 pm – 3.15pm 

 



Torridon PTA Fundraising Event 
Friends of Torridon PTA adult only fundraising event.  Play past club classics at Fellowship Inn – 

Saturday 7th February £10 per ticket. 

We’ve created Homework project for 3 core reasons 

1. To provide a evening for parents and friends to simply let their hair 
down to have a good night 

2. Play past club classics (mainly house music) that bring back 
memories of old and those moments we all may have forgotten 
that one tune/song 

3. Make as much money from various events for schools music 
departments providing access to funds for music equipment, etc 

Book via the link below or by scanning the QR code.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837 

We look forward to seeing you there.  

Friends of Torridon PTA.  

 

National Storytelling Week 
 

As part of National Storytelling week, the children took part in online workshops which explored the magic of 

storytelling through sound and rhythm and aimed to inspire a love of story creation. In addition, the children 

took part in The Grand Book Share, where they paired up with a different class to read together and share their 

books. The children really enjoyed the session. Here are some of their comments: 

“I think we should do this more often, as I got to read a funny book with my sister in year five.” 

“We got to read a page each and the year five boy made funny voices when he read, I loved it!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837


Help build some shelters! 
 

 

It is hard to believe that is it almost 

a whole year since we launched 

OPAL PLAY! 

Our next stage of delevelopment is to create all weather shelters in our 

play zones. 

Kelley is looking for volunteers to help break up the concrete and erect 

timber posts around the playground during the February half-term. 

If you are availble to help on Monday 16th February please 

speak to Kelley on the Reception gate or email 

forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk. 

If you own a heavy breaker tool and are happy for us to use it 

please bring it with you on the day 

 
 
 

Resource Base – National Storytelling Week 
 

We loved celebrating National Storytelling Week in the Resource Base. The workshop was 

great fun, but the highlight was sharing books with Year 6L and 4C, reading together, chatting 

about characters, and enjoying stories across classes. 

 

   
 
 
 

mailto:forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk


Nursery – Down at the station 
  

This week in nursery we have been learning 

all about trains! They are a fast way to get 

us where we need to go. Did you know 

that some trains run on steam from 

burning coal? We have been reading ‘The 

Train Ride’ by June Crebbin, which is about 

a little girl who is looking out of the window on a train ride to her 

grandma’s house. We talked about what she might be feeling at different points in the journey 

and our own experiences on trains. We even made our own train and went on a journey 

around nursery. We have been singing ‘Down at the Station’ and playing with sounds in the 

song to make our own versions. In maths, we have been practicing copying patterns with 

blocks to improve our noticing skills and understanding of same and different. We have also 

been learning about things that start with the sound ‘s’, like snail, sunshine, strawberry and 

school. What other words can you think of?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1  
 

We became news reporters, retelling the shocking news of the penguin who 

landed on the Moon, was rescued by astronauts, then jumped into the English 

Channel and swam all the way to our school! We even saw CCTV footage of it 

reading a book about penguins. Using all the events in order, we wrote our very 

own news reports. What a week!  

 



Reception Real life superhearos 
 

Building on our topic about people who help us, Reception had a surprise visit from an Air Ambulance 
charity! They were super engaged, listening attentively and asking relevant questions. We were so 
proud of how much knowledge the children and shared and discovered many of us hope to be pilots 
one day! 

       

                                                                                                               

Year 2 - History  
 

                                             In History, Year 2 have been learning about changes in living 

memory, focusing on communication. We even became time‑travellers! We visited the Stone 

Age to explore cave paintings and created our own. Then we learnt how messages were sent 

through human messengers, carrier pigeons, and later the Royal Mail. We have absolutely 

loved discovering how people stayed connected in the past! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                



Year 3 - Science 
 

This week, Year 3 scientists took on an exciting hands-on challenge: protecting a fragile egg using tissue paper 

and straw! The task was part of our learning about the human skeleton and how our bones keep us safe. We 

discussed the important jobs our skeleton does, supporting our bodies, helping us move, and most importantly, 

protecting our vital organs. Working in teams, year 3 built protective structures using only straw, tissue and 

tape. There were some truly inventive designs, from carefully padded nests to sturdy frameworks built to 

absorb impact. The best part came at the end when we tested our structures! With great excitement, each 

group dropped their egg to see whether their straw “skeleton” could keep it safe. Luckily, most of our eggs 

survived.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 4 - Writing  
 

Do you think you would know how to look after a caveman?  

Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed exploring this question in their writing lessons.  

Over two weeks, they have been acting like cavemen, finding ways to communicate other than speaking, 

selecting key technical vocabulary, organising information under different paragraph headings and writing 

complex sentences using subordinating conjunctions. 

As a result, they have written interesting and informative non-chronological reports on,’ Cavemen.’ Enjoy 

reading! 

    



Year 5 - Dance 
 
Year 5 have been developing their choreography skills by exploring counterbalance and lifts as 
key choreographic tools. Throughout this term, they have worked together to test ideas, build 
trust, and understand how dancers use weight sharing to create intersections, shapes and 
motif development. 
Alongside this, the classes have focused on improving their alignment and overall technique, 
learning how strong posture and controlled movements help them perform confidently and 
safely in dance lessons. 
 

  

 

 Year 6 - Writing 
This week in writing, year 6 took part in an exciting drama-based lesson to deepen their 
understanding of the Benin Kingdom. The children stepped into the role of one of the Benin 
artefacts currently held in museum collections. 

Through movement, voice, and imaginative storytelling, each pupil brought their chosen 
artefact to life—sharing who they were, how they were created, and what they had witnessed 
in the Benin Kingdom. They also explored the emotional experience of being locked away in 
museum galleries far from their original home. 

   

 



Year 6 Pickleball  
 
On Monday, seven children from Year 6 took part in a 

pickleball festival at Bonus Pastor. It was an 

interesting day for the team who not only had the 

opportunity to represent Torridon as a team but also 

learn a new sport along the way. They started the day 

by learning about the areas of the court – the 

‘kitchen’ in particular, and the rules of the game. They 

moved onto some passing games followed by some 

aiming games. It was wonderful to see how they 

improved as their confidence grew. Once they were all 

ready, they played mini-matches against other 

schools in short, 3-minute rounds. During these 

games, they made some fantastic shots and won some 

outstanding points. At the end of the session, they were all invited onto the court together to play a fun game 

of ‘knockouts’ against another school. Not only did our team win, but there were still 5 of our players left in the 

game when they eliminated their final opponent! A wonderful end to a great morning. Well done to our 

pickleball team! 

 

Notices 
 

         Collection Reminder        

To keep all children safe,  

anyone collecting must know the agreed password. 

Please make sure: 

Ṋ The correct password is shared with the 

adult collecting 

Ṋ The school is informed if it changes 

No password = no collection. 

Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe                                                  

     

 

 

 



Year 1 Pupil Premium Teddy Bear Oracy Event 
Our Teddy Bear Oracy event, for pupil premium children, is taking place on Tuesday 10th February 2026. This 

event is designed to encourage oracy skills through playful interaction, storytelling, and expressive activities. We 

are really looking forward to the adventure, creativity and fun children will have as they make their special 

bears.   

Please do return your permission slip if you haven’t already.  

We hope to see you there.   

                                       

Congratulations 
 
Our boys’ football teams played at Blackheath on Saturday, and it was the final week of league matches for 

the year 5 team. For the first time in our school’s history – we were one of 3 potential league winners 

depending on other results. To win the league, the Torridon boys’ team would have to secure a victory against 

Rathfern whilst hoping for a draw between the other two top teams: Prendergast and All Saints. Prendergast 

were the current league leaders (and the only team to have beaten our boys) whilst All Saints were the only 

team left unbeaten in the league yet remained second after a handful of draws – one of which was against us. 

They started their day with a friendly match against Stillness – the team they had previously beaten 2-1 just a 

fortnight ago. It was another tight game until a momentary lapse of communication led to an unfortunate 

Torridon own goal. It wasn’t long after that, during a few minutes of panic, Stillness managed to find a second 

goal to go 2-0 up at half time. Although the boys knew that this was just a friendly, they still wanted to try 

their best to turn the game around. They worked incredibly hard in the second half, and their domination paid 

off when we pulled one back with an incredible goal from Matthew straight from a corner! The Torridon boys 

continued to push for the second goal but Stillness remained firm and managed to hold off to secure their win. 

Taking this result into their final 

league match against Rathfern, it 

would be easy to say that it could 

have rattled the boys. However, one 

of the greatest qualities of this team is 

how they manage to overcome 

adversity. They have secured past 

victories without available 

substitutes, with players in different 

positions and without the support 

from their academy teammates. 

Instead of dropping their heads, they 

learnt from mistakes and produced an 

amazing outcome. Not only did the 

boys score the opening goal just 

minutes into the first half, but they 

scored a quickfire second to take 

control of the game early on. Without knowing the result of the other match in the league, the boys protected 

their 3 points by holding firm and securing the win – even after Rathfern found a late consolation goal.  



It was a bittersweet result as they heard the cheers from the Prendergast match. Our boys did all they could on 

the day, but after a 3-0 Prendergast win against All Saints, those 3 points were not enough to take them to the 

top of the league. However, this didn’t dampen the spirits of this amazing group of boys as, not only did they 

secure a well-deserved second place position, but they have truly been a force in this league – beating teams 

such as Edmund Waller, Stillness and Rathfern along the way. They have been a pleasure to watch and have 

produced some incredible footballing moments this year. They now look forward to playing in the cup 

tournament after half term. 

The year 6 team were also in action on Saturday and had two tricky league matches to play. The first against 

Stillness – currently unbeaten and sitting in third place in the league. It was a fairly defensive game for our 

boys as they attempted to intercept the barrage of attacks from Stillness. Packed with talented footballers, 

they continued to produce opportunities to score and although Levi made multiple saves in goal, and both 

Ashton and Michael made crucial blocks and tackles in defence – they eventually broke through to take the 

lead. Soon after, they scored again to lead 2-0 at half time. After a positive half-time team talk, the boys went 

into the second half determined to better the first half result. Zayd went in goal for the first time this year and 

make some outstanding saves to deny Stillness any more goals, whilst Max, Tommy and Masih teamed up well 

to create a few chances to pull goals back. Although the match ended 2-0 still, it did mean that they drew that 

second half 0-0 against such a strong side. 

Their final match of the day was one that won’t be forgotten in a while! Last week’s postponed match against 

Kender was rescheduled for this week, and the boy’s went full force to try and win the game. After a few good 

chances, Torridon were awarded a penalty for a foul in the opponent’s box. Up stepped captain Tommy who 

made no mistake to smash the ball home and take the boys into the lead. Not long after, Masih and Tommy 

worked together to chip the ball past the keeper to guide them into a 2-0 lead at half time. 

The game was seemingly over by then, but 

Kender made some changes at half time 

which eventually turned the game on its 

head. Not only did they manage to pull a 

goal back, but they even found a second 

opportunity and took their chance well to 

level the game. This 2-2 position was not 

alien to our year 6 boys as they 

experienced this against Rathfern earlier in 

the season. Again, that game was two 

goals up yet a final score of 2-2. This game 

was seemingly heading in the same 

direction, especially after Max having to 

leave the pitch with a shoulder injury. 

However, with just one minute of the game 

left – Max decided that he was fit enough to continue. Back on the pitch, he drove the ball down the left wing 

and put an inviting ball into the box. It skipped past Tommy… and their defenders… and fell to Jeraiah who 

made an incredible run on the other side. If ever there was a perfect moment to score your first goal for your 

school football team, it was now – and that’s exactly what he did. He slotted the ball into the bottom corner to 

give his team a 3-2 win and a crucial 3 points! 

Overall, an incredibly successful day for both boys’ teams – one securing runners-up medals for a second-place 

league finish and the other earning some crucial points heading into their final week of games after half term. 

Well done to both teams! This Saturday is the final games for the girl’s team before we break up for half term. 

Good luck girls! 

 



Weekly Attendance 

 

Please remember - routine dental and medical appointments must take place before or after 

school or during school holidays.  Non-emergency appointments during the school day will not 

be authorised.   If your child has a clinic or hospital appointment, please email the admin inbox 

and attach a copy of the appointment letter.  

 OPAL Play    
 

Are you busy planning your get 

aways for 2026? 

Do you plan to upgrade your 

suitcases? If you are and have 

some unwanted cases gathering dust in your cupboards or loft, we 

would happily use them!!! 

 Please drop them off at the gate to Kelley. 

The children love whizzing around the playground in them! 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support as we continue to 

develop the opportunities of play for our children. 

 

Class Attendance Class Attendance Class Attendance 

1M 93%  3A 95% 

 

5A 96% 

 
1N 95% 

 

3G 95% 

 

5C 95%  

1W 95% 

 

3S 94%  5V 97% 

 
2E 96% 

 

4C 94%  6L 94% 

 
2S 93%  4K 97% 

 

6LG 93%  

2SW 95%  4S 93%  6R 94% 

 



 Dates for Your Diary   
 

Week beginning 9th February 
INTERNET SAFETY WEEK 
MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 

Tuesday 10th February  Year 1 Teddy bear adventure 2pm 

Wednesday 11th February AI Parent Workshop 9am 
Digital Leaders Expo – 2.30pm 

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th 
February 

Whole School Art Exhibition  

Friday 13th February  Woodland Dress Up Day 
Monday 16th February – 
Friday 20th February  

HALF TERM 

Week beginning 2nd March Scholastic Book Fair 
Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Family Film Night 
Friday 6th March Year 6 girls’ football event 
Week beginning 9th March  Whole school assessment week 

Science Week 
Thursday 12th March Parent and carer coffee morning with the Mental Health 

Schools Team – Supporting Sleep Routines 
Monday 16th March  Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament 
Friday 20th March Resource Base to the Transport Museum 
Sunday 22nd March  PTA event - Corbett chase run 2026 
Monday 23rd March Strings performance 
Tuesday 24th and Thursday 
26th March 

Open evenings for parents and carers 

Thursday 26th March Woodwind performance  
Friday 27th March  Last day of term – 2pm Finish 
Monday 30th March – Friday 
10th April  

EASTER HOLIDAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 



     Forest School News  
 

 

It has been yet another wet week in our woodland, but that has not stopped the children from 

having fun! 

As we come to the end of this half term the children used a wooden mallet and sheaf knife to 

chop wood in readiness for next week’s campfire. 

Nursery and Reception had their first experience using real life tools at Forest school and 

embraced the experience. 

As the children move through the school they gain greater independence with tool work. The 

year 5 children chopped wood independently showing concentration, control and respect for 

the risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  



Stars of the Week 

Class  Name  Reason  

Nursery FT  Za’niyah  For her passion and enthusiasm about making our class train!   

Nursery PT  Ethan  For his perseverance learning to count out objects to 5! Keep up the great work.  

Blue Class  Rafael  For consistently being a role model by showing kindness to everyone he meets. Well done, 

Rafael!   

Red Class  Coby  For being kind and caring to his friends. He always has lots to share during carpet sessions 

and is a good role model to his peers. Well done, Coby!          

Yellow Class  Max  For working hard in phonics and always trying his best with his writing. Well done!  

1M  Aziah-King  For showing resilience during our writing lessons. He keeps going even when it’s challenging 

and is really pushing himself to write more. Fantastic effort, Aziah-King!          

1N  Taisija  For her eternally cheerful disposition. She always brings a smile to the classroom and beyond. 

She has also been learning all her spellings and improving her writing. Great work!          

1W  Stephanie  For her fantastic writing! She always takes care and comes up with good ideas and she has 

written a wonderful news report this week. Well done!          

2E  Liam  For showing great care and effort in his learning this week. He has become self-motivated 

and has shown himself that he can achieve amazing things when he puts his mind to it. He 

should be very proud of himself.          

2S  Josiah  For his excellent focus this week and for using his beautiful joins in his 

handwriting! Well done Josiah          

2SW  Aaranya  For always trying her very best in every lesson! She has become very self-motivated and 

independent. Well done Aaranya, keep it up!          

3A  Ja’nae-Lee  For showing fantastic independence by settling quickly and starting her morning learning 

with focus – well done.  

3G  Lula  For her dedication to completing her mathletics tasks. Keep up the fantastic learning!          

3S  Jess  For a fantastic start in school. Keep up the good work          

4C  Evie   For always logging on to timestables check and completing the checks. She is working hard to 

steadily improve her timestables scores. Keep it up, Evie       !!  

4K  Hafiziou  For reading aloud with beautiful expressions using a clear and confident voice. He really 

brought the words of Barney and Lou (in Stig of the Dump) to life. Well done         

4S  Jacob  For being a spelling superstar. He puts the time in to learn his spellings every 

week. Well done!          

5A  Moursine  For being a kind, respectful, and polite member of the class. He always takes feedback to 

improve himself and his behaviour for learning. Keep it up!  

5C  Stephen  For showing fantastic improvement in the quality of his independent learning this 

week. Keep up the great work –Well done!  

5V  Nova  For consistently putting in 100% effort into her learning  

6L  Selina  For always being kind and respectful and showing excellent determination as well as focus 

during assessment week. You are a role model for your peers and should be proud of your 

efforts. Well done!  

6LG  Izza  For having an excellent attitude towards her learning and for making good progress in 

her maths assessments. Well done!   

6R  Ivanka  For demonstrating superb resilience and determination during our assessments this week. 

You have made excellent progress. Well done.  

Resource Base  Neziah  For having a fantastic week, he has dealt with lots of changes to his timetable and has 

worked well in 4S. We are so proud of you!!  



 

    



 

                                                                                

 



   

    

 

 


