Torridon Primary School,
Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG
Headteacher: Manda George

Telephone: 0208 697 2762

30th January 2026

Dear parents and carers,

Torridon has been as busy as ever this week. We welcomed our regional OPAL Play co-
ordinator, Bethan Morgan who came to see all the wonderful work we have done to transform
our playground. She was very impressed with what she saw and has given us some helpful
suggestions for how we make playtimes even more exciting for the children in the future. Huge
thanks to Gwen, Kelley and the OPAL play team for all their hard work, creativity and
resourcefulness in developing our playtime provision.

This week saw the fun and fabulous sponsored bounce. The children (and adults) had a
wonderful time. Thank you so much to Megan and our fantastic PTA for organising the event.
There is still time to donate if you have not done so already.

Sponsored Bounce Donations

It was great to see so many of you at the Mental Health Schools Team workshop offering
support for ‘managing meltdowns’. | hope you found it useful. We have a session next week
with our Speech and Language Therapists who will be running a session for Nursery and
Reception parents and carers discussing attention and listening. If you think this is something
which may be useful. Please come along and join us. We hope to see you there.

Next week is National Storytelling Week. Children will have opportunities to explore the magic
of storytelling through online workshops and will share stories with each other with a grand
book share on Thursday. Why not carry on the magic at home and carve out some time to
share a story together at bedtime?

Have a really super weekend.

Very best wishes
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Manda George

Headteacher
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REMINDERS

We recognise that dogs are an important part of life for some of our

families and, as such, are often included in day-to-day activities such as

walking children to and from school. However, we have also received Y 7 (ﬁr} .
much feedback from parents and carers, indicating that many are finding “\‘t% 4
the presence of dogs at the school gates stressful, even frightening, . \
particularly for younger children. We are concerned that even well- X 2
behaved dogs can behave unpredictably when placed in busy, noisy and ‘ J\t“ b\
crowded school environments and that this can lead to dogs snapping at S
each other. Children can also behave unpredictably when in the presence

of dogs or when in contact with dogs and this can potentially lead to a child being bitten. We
kindly request that you consider leaving your dog at home and not bringing them to school
during pick up and drop off times. Thank you.

Thank you for observing our school street rules and not driving during
restricted times, allowing our children a healthier and safer journey to
and from school every day. If you must drive to school, please also
remember to park safely and considerately, taking into account our
neighbours’ safety and access to their driveways.

Please remember that sweets, party bags, cakes or treats should not be
given to children on school premises. We have lots of children with
allergies and dietary restrictions an d would not want any child to fall ill
as a result of eating something they should not have. Please save
birthday celebrations for out of school activities such as birthday parties.

Please remember that children should not be bringing any personal items
in to school. Touys, fidget devices, Labubus and similar objects should
remain at home. we also advise against attaching key chains or
decorative items to school bags or that you do so at your own discretion.

Thank you for your support and
understanding.




Woodland Friends Dress Up Day

Our woodland is three years old and to celebrate we invite you to come to school on
Friday 13™ February

dressed as a woodland creature!
P &5 ¢
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Children who do not want to dress up as a woodland friend are invited to wear green.
This is a fundraising event to maintain and expand our ever growing woodland area.
Donations can be paid directly to Parent pay or buckets will be on the gate to accept cash.

Suggested donation of £1.

Rights Respecting Assemblies

Holocaust Memorial Day is on the 27* January every year. Each year across the UK,
thousands of people come together to learn more about the past and take action to create
a safer future. This week, we had lots of discussions about world peace and how now more
than ever, it is important for us to come together to be the voice that is needed to challenge
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Friends of Torridon — Sponsored Bounce- Update

A massive well done to everyone who took part in yesterday’s Sponsored Bounce. It was a fantastic day filled
with record breaking bouncing and enthusiastic support. Volunteers counted 52,107 bounces throughout the
day, and 30% of all participants broke 100 bounces in one minute. Check out our amazing results:

Class Top Bouncer Bounces Class average
Resource Base Joshua 99 74
Nursery Rishani 125 69
Blue Reception Rafi 95 71
Red Reception Otto 107 74
Yellow Reception Vienna 170 81
™ Thomas 103 81
N William 112 86
1w Carlo 108 80
2E Mubashir 115 92
25 Edith 105 94
Buddy & Shiloh 108 94
3A Daniel & Ryan 123 90
3G Baran 129 96
3s Kyrie 120 93
4C Bobby 116 92
4K Vivien 119 90
4S Jacob 169 99
5A Marek 174 115
5C Austin 152 102
5v Kayden 127 98
6L Rome 179 126
6LG Thashvin 189 131
6R Yacine 133 103

Honourable mention goes to the brave adults who had a go: teachers Caroline (89 bounces) and Keisha (83)
and volunteers Michelle (94) and Megan (85).

Thanks to our volunteers
Events like this wouldn't be possible without the wonderful support of our community. A big thank you to the

volunteers who gave up their time to count, cheer, and keep things running smoothly. Special thanks goes to
Mr Church and his team of student Sports Leaders, who were so well organised and helpful.

Sponsor your child

Thanks to your generous donations, we’ve raised over £1000 so far! Can you help us
reach our £2000 goal? There’s still time to collect sponsorship donations from family
and friends. Donate online at https://gofund.me/f1719b3a3, or bring cash or cheques
payable to Friends of Torridon PTA Committee to the school office.

Your contributions will help us continue to run fun and engaging community events
and fund school improvement projects. We earmark 10% of all of our net proceeds to
support vulnerable families in our community. If you can, please give generously.
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How amazing would it be if our
children had something like this to
play on in our playground?

It is an ambitious ask, but if anyone knows of any old and unused large items that the school
could acquire, please speak to Kelley!

Help build some shelters!

W o l
€ Need y ur He P It is hard to believe that is it almost a whole year since we

\'(w *Y’fw ‘f launched OPAL PLAY!

Our next stage of
delevelopment is to create all weather shelters in our play
zones.

Kelley is looking for volunteers to help break up the concrete
and erect timber posts around the playground during the
February half-term.

If you are availble to help on Monday 16™ February please
speak to Kelley on the Reception gate or email forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.

If you own a heavy breaker tool and are happy for us to use it please bring it with you on the
day!
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This week,

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has
shown that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly
Award in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display

the trophy in their classroom for a full week before the award is
handed over to the next recipient.

EYFS

KS1

Y3/Y4

Y5/Y6

Sofia, lona and
Rowan from
Yellow class

for creating a
game of babies’,
using the natural
materials in the
playground for
food and using a
log for a cot!
Very creative!

Sarvan 2SW

for helping tidy up
and pack away the
small world toys.
Thank you

Sarvan!

Oscar 3G

Taran 3G

Jack 3G

Hector 3S

for working
together as a team
to build "Dino
World! .

Their excellent
communication
and collaborative
work to complete
the project really
amazed us!

Melanie (6LG) and
Zayd (6L)

For going above
and beyond every
single day to help
clear up the wheels
and ball games as
soon as they hear
the three whistles.
Outstanding role
models for the rest
of the school.

Jack,

Hector, Oscar and Taran impressed us with their incredible teamwork to create their very own “Dino
World.” From planning the layout, to bringing each imaginative detail to life, they communicated
beautifully, shared ideas respectfully, and supported one another every step of the way.

Their collaboration and enthusiasm were truly inspiring. Watching them combine their strengths to
complete such a creative project reminded us just how powerful cooperative learning can be. We are
so proud of their effort and the wonderful world they built together.

gy




Are you busy planning your get aways for 2026?

Do you plan to upgrade your suitcases? If you are and have some unwanted cases gathering
dust in your cupboards or loft, we would happily use them!!!

Please drop them off at the gate to Kelley.

The children love whizzing around the playground in them!

Thank you for your continued support as we continue to develop the opportunities of play for
our children.




EYFS & Year 1 - Attention and

Listening Workshop
Thursday 5™ February, 9-10am

Please join us for an attention and listening workshop with our Speech and Language
Therapists (Laura and Esther).

During the workshop, you will learn practical strategies to help you support your
child’s attention and listening skills at home.

We hope to see you there.

+
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Speech
Therapist
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Share a Story:

Parent and Carer reading sessions in nursery.

Today, we had our our first Share a Story reading sessions in nursery as part of our oracy initiative.

The children loved reading with their parents and carers.

Please do join us at our next one; the children would love to see you!
Share a Story will be every Friday:

Session 1: 8.45am — 9.10 am

Session 2: 2.55 pm - 3.15pm
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We are proud to be a Talk Matters school.




Reading for Pleasure Challenge!

Winter Mini Challenge — Keep the Magic of Reading Alive!
Join the Winter Mini Challenge and boost your reading confidence over the holidays!
How to take part:

+ Read three or more books between 1% December and 20" February.

4

4%

o« Log your books on your online profile {don't forget to choose your avatar!):
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/about-the-challenge
When you reach your goal, you'll unlock a special online badge and a certificate of
achievermnent to print and treasure. Plus, completing the challenge enters you into a
prize draw to win amazing books!

Visit the website and click Join to get started.

Torridon PTA Fundraising Event

Friends of Torridon PTA adult only fundraising event. Play past club classics at FGUOWShip Inn —
Saturday 7™ February £10 per ticket.

We’ve created Homework project for 3 core reasons HOMEWORK

1. To provide a evening for parents and friends to simply let their hair
down to have a good night PROJEcr
Play past club classics (mainly house music) that bring back
memories of old and those moments we all may have forgotten INVITES ALL PARENTS & FRIENDS
that one tune/song " AND RAVE CULTURE FROM THE 905 & 005
Make as much money from various events for schools music pRpp—
departments providing access to funds for music equipment, etc

Book via the link below or by scanning the QR code.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-19774278 18837 7TH FEBRUARY 2026
AT THE FELLOWSHIP INN

We look forward to seeing you there. ALL PROCEEDS GOTOLOCAL SCHOOLS' MUSK
DEPARTMENTS

SANDHURST | TORRIDON | PRENDERGAST

Friends of Torridon PTA.
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Creative competition

CALLING ALL YOUNG ARTISTS & BOOK LOVERS!

It’s time to get creative!
We’re looking for amazing artwork that celebrates your love of reading — and
YOU could be a winner!

Let your imagination shine by creating a picture (A4) that shows what reading
means to you. You could draw:

Your favourite authors
Magical characters from books you adore

Incredible story worlds

Or even the special places you like to curl up with a good book!

All winning artwork will be proudly displayed in our library, where it will inspire
others.

PRIZE ALERT!
One winner from each year group will receive...

A brand-new book of their choice!

Deadline: Friday 30th January

Weekly Attendance

Attendance Attendance Attendance

91% 90% 99%

96% 93% 95%

93% 92% 94%

96% 98% 93%

91% 98% 92%

96% 93% 92%




This week in nursery, we have been reading the Naughty Bus, which is about a big red bus with
a mind of its own... The Naughty Bus drives through garden ponds, dinner plates and
toothpaste, it is very cheeky! We have been singing ‘The Wheels on the Bus’ and coming up
with our own silly verses and used alliteration to play with sounds. We have had a lot of fun
using classroom equipment to make our own buses. We have also been working on our fine
motor skills, using dabbing pens to match dots... they are so much fun! In maths, we have
been learning to give and take 3, using different resources to count them out, and practicing
our subitising skills.

This weekin Receptionwe have been learning about police and how they help people
during an emergency. The children enjoyed making their own police lanyards and the
created a missing poster to help the police find our class toy Elmer.




This week, we explored blowing bubbles during bucket time and enjoyed a range of
activities designed to support and strengthen our fine motor skills. The children
showed great focus, coordination, and enthusiasm while learning through play.

This week, Year 1 received further breaking news about the penguin on the moon. NASA
rescued the penguin and were bringing it back to Earth, when the penguin escaped the rocket
ship! It was last spotted in the English Channel and the search for the lost animal continues...
We combined our creative thinking and simple sentence skills to write about where we think
the penguin could be and if it is safe. We were very careful to count the words in our sentences
and make sure that we included our capitals, finger spaces and full




This week, Year 2 enjoyed an exciting trip to the Science Museum as part of our Incredible Inventions topic. We began
by exploring the Space area before heading into the ‘Making the Modern World’ area, which was filled with
fascinating inventions! It was inspiring to see how people and ideas have shaped the way we live today. We're now
full of creativity and can’t wait to use what we saw to help design our own inventions next week!

~A huge thank you to all of the parent helpers who came on the school trip with us, your help and support was very

much appreclated.

MUSEUV

Year 3 have been writing a diary entry based on the story Cinderella of the Nile. The children
imagined that they were the main character, Rhodopis, and wrote about key events from the
story, focusing on how she might have felt at different moments. We worked together to write
a paragraph so that we could develop our descriptive writing skills.




Year 4 - Writing

Do you think you would know how to look after a caveman?
Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed exploring this question in their writing lessons.

Over two weeks, they have been acting like cavemen, finding ways to communicate other than
speaking, selecting key technical vocabulary, organising information under different paragraph
headings and writing complex sentences using subordinating conjunctions.

As a result, they have written interesting and informative non-chronological reports on,’
Cavemen.’

Enjoy reading!
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This week, Year 5 have been developing their understanding of the Windrush generation through their
core text, Coming to Englgtidlla Benjamin. The class explored the historical context of the
Windrush era and discussed the challenges and opportunities faced by those who travelled from the
Caribbean to Britain during this period.

As part of their writing focus, pupils planned and composed diary entries from the perspective of a
young Floella Benjamin on her first night aboard the ship to England. Their work reflected on her
memories of life in Trinidad, her anticipation of reuniting with her parents and siblings, and her mixed
emotions about beginning a new chapter in an unfamiliar country. =

The children demonstrated thoughtful insight and maturity, using
descriptive language to capture both the excitement and uncertainty of
Floella’s journey. Their writing showed a strong grasp of empathy,

w historical understanding, and narrative
voice.

Year 6 have been busy exploring the amazing world of invertebrates, using classification keys and even created their
own questioningzased classification systems inspired by Carl Linnaeus. The children examined a range of insects,
molluscs, arachnida and annelida (worms) and looked at their characteristics.

Monday 26™ Jonuan 2026
LOC an T dueale 71\,:«,«




Art Exhibition 12™ and 13™ February

Come feast your
63Q5 at the Act Exhibition !

Thursday 12 Febraary 315 -6-15pm
Fr\'dad 3™ Febfuarg 215 =4 15pm

Year 5 Hall gy,
e . ""\%9\

Parent E-safety Workshop

%

PARENT EXPO & Ai WORKSHOP

WEDNESDAY 11 FEBRUARY
2:30-3:45PM

$

il
PARENT WORKSHOP AT 9:00AM
ACCESS USEFUL RESOURCES TO

ALL WELCOME




Dates for Your Diary

Monday 2™ February

Year 5 and 6 Pickleball Festival

Tuesday 3" February

Key stage two reading workshops

Thursday 5 February

Attention and Listening workshop for reception
families 9am (Oracy event)

Friday 6 February

Share a Story sessions for Nursery families 9am
and 2:45pm

Tuesday 10™ February

Safer Internet Day (TBC)

Year 1 Teddy bear adventure 2pm

Wednesday 11™ February

Safer Internet Parent Workshop 9am

Thursday 12" and Friday 13" February

Whole School Art Exhibition

Friday 13" February

Woodland Dress Up Day

Monday 16™ February — Friday 20*
February

HALF TERM

Week beginning 2" March

Scholastic Book Fair

Thursday 5™ March

Family Film Night

Friday 6™ March

Year 6 girls’ football event

Week beginning 9™ March

Whole school assessment week

Thursday 12" March

Parent and carer coffee morning with the
Mental Health Schools Team — Supporting Sleep
Routines

Monday 16™ March

Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament

Friday 20™ March

Resource Base to the Transport Museum

Sunday 22" March

PTA event - Corbett chase run 2026

Monday 23 March

Strings performance

Tuesday 24™ and Thursday 26" March

Open evenings for parents and carers

Thursday 26" March

Woodwind performance

Friday 27™ March

Last day of term — 2pm Finish

Monday 30" March — Friday 10 April

EASTER HOLIDAY




After school club was busy this week with their litter pickers ensuring our woodland remains
free of litter!

The Reception children incorporated their topic of Real Life Superheroes by creating their own
emergency vehicles. Red class worked together to think about all the parts that were needed
for their fire engine, even finding an axe stick in case they needed to break down a door to get
to the fire!

Year 2 continued to be incredible inventors and designed catapults, the children showing great
problem solving and teamwork skills to complete this challenge.




Stars of the Week

Reason

Class

Nursery FT Kye

For his fantastic listening skills and effort recognising initial sounds!

Nursery PT Bella

For trying things that can feel scary, being brave and having fun in the end!

Blue Class Andina For always being such a kind and caring member of the class. Well done, Andina

Red Class Sufiyan

For his fantastic improvement in his reading skills. He is becoming more independent, and he is kind
and shares with everyone. Well done, Sufiyan!

Yellow Class Kayode

For always sharing his fantastic ideas and always trying his best at school. Well done!

™ Nazir

For showing wonderful independence in his writing this week. He has been motivated and is confidently

using our new word-counting technique to help him build his sentences. Amazing effort Nazir!

Gracelynn For always taking the greatest care with everything she does. She already has

beautiful handwriting and she is a kind and thoughtful partner to others.

Naiya-Milan For making good progress in phonics. She has worked hard to practise blending her sounds and we are

happy to see her growing more in confidence with her reading!

For writing a lovely and thoughtful persuasive letter this week. Noah took his time to ensure his
sentences made sense and that his work was beautifully presented.

Well done
The Whole class

For their exemplary behaviour on our school trip yesterday. They represented Torridon

so wonderfully! Well done everyone!

Ava Fantastic effort in your learning. You put 100% into everything you do.

Myles For his dedication to improving his presentation by using finger spaces. Well done Myles!

Thanushika

For always doing her best. Thank you for being such an amazing role model to everyone in our class

Salome

For being a good friend to our new child in 4C. She is always showing kindness and has lovely manners.
She is also doing well in her learning and always wants to contribute her
ideas. Well done, Salome !

For working independently to write an introduction for a non-chronological report. She also included a

rhetorical question. Well done Xena! | am truly impressed and you should be proud of yourself

Sinojan

He is so polite and cooperative when working collaboratively with others in science. For also working

hard to steadily improve his times tables scores. Keep it up, Sinojan

For her excellent approach towards all areas of her learning, enabling her to make great
progress. Really proud. Keep it up!

Rhonelle

For her great attitude in her learning this week and being focused as well as her contributions during
discussions. Well, done!

Sharviny For always being polite and is always willing to help others.

Lenny

For showing an excellent focus and positive attitude to learning. You have produced a well-written
narrative and have included the required features. You have also presented your learning to a high
standard. Well done and keep it up!

For writing an outstanding narrative inspired by 7he Children of the Benin Kingdom. He used
sophisticated and expressive language throughout, skillfully drawing the reader into the setting and
bringing each character vividly to life. Well done!

Harmony For consistently making thoughtful inferences using precise evidence from the text. She can apply her

understanding to create vivid and engaging descriptions in her writing. Well done.

Resource Base Malachi For his fantastic diary entry, he really thought about how to entertain his audience. Well done

Malachi!
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December to March

improve care for )

A warm, safe and-welcoming hub
be rea VEd pd rents to foster lasting somal conne%tlons
Share your experiences to help

improve bereavement care at
Lewisham Hospital Mondays

Every parent has aright to good bereavement care } 5 £ 9:30 _1 3:30

after a baby dies. If you have experienced pregnancy
or baby loss, please share your story to help improve
services for other bereaved parents.

sands.org.uk/lewishamposter

Saving babies’ lives. Supporting bereaved families.

Bemg a Parent

Parenting programme for parents of children aged 2-11

Delivered by trained Parent Group Leaders from Empowering Parents
Empowering Communities (EPEC), part of South London & Maudsley
NHS Trust, in partnersh:p with Lewisham

A FREE 9-week course to help
parents learn practical skills
for everyday life such as:
¢ Looking after yourself as a
parent
¢ Recognising and managing
- your child’'s emotions

\ 2. Learning positive parenting PHTTERN &
strategies PRINT cLUB

Feedback from Lewisham Parent

ONLINE . - Acreatwe club for you cnd your kids
Wednesday 9.45-11.45 ok : to explore, craft, and print.

23rd January - 27th March 2026 | \ e : f“ You make yours, they make theirs!

(no session 18th Feb - half term) - " Nonthly at
- - GROVE PARK COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Find out more

To sign up and find out more _. ¢ A9, M
click HERE or scan the QR code: oy ‘ - - e d
iy & I 10 /

Or Contact 07860 371868 —~ =
www.patternandprint.club

EMPOWERING
o8 | BarenTs South London

EMPOWERING
C COMMUNITIES and Maudsley

o NHS Foundation Trust Lewisham




AFC Lewisham's Under 7 Football Club

Are you interested in playing football? Do you think you have the skills to join a team? Explore your talent and make
new friends at the AFC Under 7’s Football Club.

AFC Lewisham are recruiting players for the 2026/27 season, and are calling all Year 1 pupils to attend their
upcoming trial session on:

Monday 9th February

18:00 — 19:00 (please arrive at 17:45)
Prendergast Ladywell, Manwood Road
SE4 1SA

AFC Lewisham is the biggest football club in Lewisham, offering a fun, safe, and high-quality football environment.
All sessions are delivered by FA-qualified coaches, and the club has established academy links, providing excellent
development opportunities for young players who want to progress in the game.

This session is a great opportunity for children to experience professional coaching, develop their skills, and be part
of one of Lewisham’s leading grassroots football clubs ahead of the 2026/27 season.

To confirm your place, please:
. Email: info@afclewisham

Or text: 07506 126385

Please include:
o Child’s full name
Date of birth

School

AFC Lewisham look forward to welcoming the next generation of players!
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aspireprepatatorycentre@gmail.com
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School

* AsPIRE PREPARATO
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'WOULD YOUR CHILD BENEFIT
FROM EXTRA SUPPORT?

UNG PEOPLE
NGE7- 14 (K825 K53) 10 WHAT WE PROVIDE:
TS e rs Maths & English
Science
Enrichment activities include:
Music, Cooking, Arts & Crafts,
Gardening and Games

REGISTRATION OPEN NOW

Scan the QR below to view our
WAL website agd register your child
07956400708

2 secaicpua sl ( 0 T Where imagination turns into action

oe ¢ st this February half-term

We are located in Forest Hill SE23 el Multi-activity holiday childcare clubs

HERE'S WHAT'S
HAPPENING

AT DESTINATION IMAGINATION
THIS FEBRUARY HALF-TERM
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DEEP-SEA DISCOVERER e EXPLORER ENGINEER

RAPID RESCUE RESPONDER . INTELLIGENCE AGENT

& SPORTS STAR
: Holiday HQ by Junior Adventures
2 oA trusted, Ofsted-
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ottendonce options ond a ranga of
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