
 
 

 

 
 

 
                                                                        

27th February 2026 
 

Dear parents and carers, 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a lovely half term.  I know some of you will have been very 

busy celebrating Lunar New Year and marking the beginning of Ramadan.   

We have had a great start to the new half term.  It has been particularly exciting in Nursery 

where the children have been able to watch chicks emerging from their eggs.  It has been 

fascinating for the children and wonderful for the adults to see the children’s amazement as the 

newborn chicks come to life. 

Thank you for all your incredible patience with the new Arbor system.  There have been some 

teething problems but our wonderful admin team are working extremely hard to get things 

ironed out.  Huge thanks to Gail, Georgie and Jo for their amazing problem-solving 

superpowers! A letter has been sent out today about emails going into the spam folder, please 

share it if you are aware of families who still are not getting communication from us. 

We hope some of you will be able to join us for our family film night on Thursday evening.  You 

can see how to book tickets later in the newsletter.   

Please remember that it is World Book Day next week.  Our book fair will be running every day 

after school and children are invited to dress up as a character from their favourite story on 

Thursday.    We look forward to seeing which characters they choose to be.   

It has been so lovely to see a tiny bit of spring sunshine this week.  Long may it continue! 

Have a super weekend. 

 

Best wishes 

Manda George 

Headteacher  

 

 

Torridon Primary School, 

Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG 

Headteacher: Manda George 

Telephone: 0208 697 2762 

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk 

Website: www.torridonprimary.lewisham.co.uk 

Twitter: @TorridonPrimary 
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 Family Film Night @Torridon 

 

As part of the wellbeing strand of our oracy project, we are organising a film night for 

parents, carers and children. This event will enable you to share an enjoyable activity 

with your child so that we can create wonderful memories and spark engaging 

conversations. 

 
Although we will not be charging for this event, we would appreciate any cash donations 

which will be collected on the door before the event. 

Tickets can be booked through Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/oracy-family-

film-night-tickets-1983864043759?aff=oddtdtcreator 

Please note children must attend with their parents and carers. 

Due to space, only 4 tickets will be available per family. 

Please ensure you have an account with Eventbrite in order to acquire tickets. 

Please cancel any tickets that you will not be using so that they may go to another 

family. 

Zootropolis (Zootopia) 2: Thursday 5th March, 5pm. 

Rating: PG 

KS1 Gate (Torridon Road) will open at 4.45pm 

 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/oracy-family-film-night-tickets-1983864043759?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Do you regularly visit Forster Memorial Park with your family? 

Kelley would like to set our families a challenge!!! 

 

You may be aware that the park is a central place for Christmas trees to be shredded into 

woodchip, due to health and safety regulations the park no longer allows us to drive into the 

park to load up our cars with woodchip. 

The park has a huge area behind the playground area where the woodchip is stored. 

 

Kelley would be extremely grateful if every time you visit the park you take a shopping bag 

with you to fill up with woodchip!!! 

 

As you know we are continuously developing our playground provision and need a huge 

amount of woodchip for a new zone we are creating. 

 

If you accept this challenge, please deliver your collected woodchip to Kelley on the Reception 

gate. 

Thank you for your continued support to our school community. 

 

 

 

 



 Rights Repecting  School 
  

This week, we have been learning about LGBT+ History Month, which takes place every February. The focus of the 
month is on promoting fairness, equality, and celebrating the wonderful diversity of people and cultures within the 
LGBT+ community, both today and throughout history. In our discussions, we explored the theme of love and how 

families can look different, yet they all share one thing in common…love! We even referred to our classroom posters, 
which remind us that no matter how a family is made up, it’s the love that truly matters. Different families, same 

love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some of the amazing people we have been learning about: 

Dr Sara Josephine Baker  Physician and public health 
pioneer whose science-based 
work saved approximately 
90,000 children in early 
1900s New York. 

Sally Ride 

 

NASA Astronaut and first 
American woman in space 

Alan Turing 

 

Work in mathematics and 
cryptography, including 
breaking the Enigma Code 
during World War 2. 

Barbara Burford 

 

Writer, medical researcher 
and lifelong senior equality 
leader.  

Sylvia Rivera and Marsha P. 
Johnson 

 LGBTQ+  activists (Stonewall 
Inn) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share a Story: 

Parent and Carer reading sessions in nursery. 
The children loved reading with their parents and carers. 

    

Please do join us at our next one; the children would love to see you! 

Share a Story will be every Friday: 

Session 1: 8.45am – 9.10 am 

Session 2: 2.55 pm – 3.15pm 



Arbor - Update 
 

 

 

 

As you may already know we have moved our payment and booking system to Arbor.  Many 

of you have already started logging in. Thank you! Those who haven’t please try and log in.  

If you wish your child to go to breakfast club or after school club you will need to book their 

place through the app. If they are not booked on, they will not be on the register and therefore 

not be picked up from class. 

ParentPay will be ending at the end of March, as of now please stop making payments on 

ParentPay. We will continue to transfer balances over the next few weeks. If you pay with 

childcare vouchers, please email the admin team when you have done so, as these balances will 

also need to be manually added to you accounts for you to book clubs and wraparound. This 

means voucher payments will need to be paid in advance from now on.  

Please let the office know if you are still having issues with Arbor, we are working very hard to 

get everyone up and running on the app. A letter has been sent out today about emails going 

into the spam folder, please share it if you are aware of families who still are not getting 

communication from us. 

Thank you again for your cooperation!  

Communications will also now come through the Arbor app. 

Download the Arbor app: 

Arbor Parent App App - App Store   (iPhones) 

Arbor Parent App – Apps on Google Play (android)  

Use the links below to help you get started on the app and let the admin team know if you have 

any issues logging in. 

Log into the Parent Portal and the Parent App – Arbor Help Centre 

A quick introduction to Arbor for guardians and parents – Arbor Help Centre 

Signing my child up for a Breakfast or After-School Club on the Parent Portal or Parent App – 

Arbor Help Centre                                                      

                                                                                                                            

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor-parent-app/id1448707412
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.arboreducation.parentapp&hl=en_GB
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020147458-Log-into-the-Parent-Portal-and-the-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/212097029-A-quick-introduction-to-Arbor-for-guardians-and-parents
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/4407797520017-Signing-my-child-up-for-a-Breakfast-or-After-School-Club-on-the-Parent-Portal-or-Parent-App


Night at Selhurst Park 
 
Carter, in year 3, had an unforgettable evening as a Crystal Palace mascot, proudly walking out onto 
the pitch at Selhurst Park in front of the cheering crowd of over 20000 supporters. Wearing the UEFA 
European kit, he felt a mixture of excitement and nerves. The roar of the fans, the music, and the 
energy of the stadium made the moment feel magical. 

   
 

OPAL Play – Golden Boot Award 
 

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has 

shown that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly 

Award in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display 

the trophy in their classroom for a full week before the award is 

handed over to the next recipient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS KS1 Y3/4 Y5/6 

Coby and Jago (Red Class) for inventing a 
game of roll the wheel down the slide (The 
Koala Game) and were aiming it into the 
fairy garden. They were very careful 
aiming the wheel and were mindful of 
children around them! 

Buddy (2SW) for 
being super 
helpful at tidy up 
time. 
 

Maisy and Eliana 
(3A) made a 
nature tower 
complete with two 
levels. Keep up the 
fantastic play! 
 

Iona (5V), Sophie 
(5V), Sara (5C) 
and Vivien (5A) 
for being kind and 
helpful in the 
playground and 
consistently 
lending a helping 
hand at the end. 
They always try 
their best to make 
the equipment 
sheds look so neat 
and tidy! 



Resource Base  
 

Over the past week, in our resource base, we’ve been practicing turn taking, celebrating each other’s wins, and learning 

how to play together kindly and cooperatively. The children have shown wonderful teamwork, patience, and 

encouragement. It’s been fantastic to see friendships growing and everyone supporting one another so positively. 

      
 

 

Nursery  - Goldilocks and Humpty Dumpty 
  

In Nursery this term, we will be learning about traditional fairytales and nursery rhymes. This week we have focused on 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, and Humpty Dumpty. We read many different versions of Goldilocks, including Goldilocks 

and the Three Crocodiles, and Goldilocks and Just the One bear, which helped us to know the story really well. This 

meant we could sequence and retell it by the end of the week. We spent a lot of time making porridge for the three bears 

and developed our comparison language, using words like “smaller” and “biggest” and sorting and matching objects by 

things like size and colour  We have continued to develop our fine motor skills by using tweezers to sort small objects and 

scissors to cut up branches… it’s much harder than cutting paper! Our most exciting news this week was the arrival of 

our chicks… we looked after their and even watched some of them hatch! It has been very special for us to see, and we 

can’t wait to watch them grow even more next week.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception  
 

This week we have started our new topic ‘If Diggers ruled the earth.’ The children discovered different material in the 

classroom – sticks, straw, bricks and pigs. They realised that we will be learning about The Three Little Pigs. We worked 

together to make our own houses from the story. Also, the children enjoyed creating their own little pigs. They became 

pictures in our stick house!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1  
This week, Year 1 started learning about their new computing topic: Grouping Data. We talked 

about grouping objects based on what the objects are. We used J2e – an online data 

programme – to explore designing our own pictograms. We sorted animals into five groups. 

We had fun typing labels for each animal and counting the number of beasts per group on our 

pictograms! 

 

                                                                 



Year 2  
 

To kick off our new topic of Pesky Pirates, we arrived at school to find a mysterious map of our grounds with a big X 

marked on it. There was only one thing to do—follow the map and discover what waited for us at X marks the spot! After 

carefully making our way there, we uncovered a collection of very strange and unusual photos, with no clues about who 

they belonged to or where they had come from. Naturally, this left us with lots of important questions that needed 

answers! In the end, we discovered that some naughty pirates had been causing mischief! We don’t know where these 

pirates have disappeared to or where they might be heading next, so we’ll be creating our own WANTED posters to help 

track them down. In the meantime, keep your eyes peeled! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          

Year 3  
 

Year 3 have started their journey into exploring fractions, and the children are already showing great enthusiasm. They 

are learning to recognise that fractions represent equal parts of a whole and are beginning to identify and compare 

simple fractions such as ½, ¼ and ⅓. We have also introduced unit and non-unit fractions. A unit fraction has a 

numerator (top number) of 1—for example ½, ⅓ or 1⁄5—and represents one equal part of a whole. Children are now 

building on this by exploring non-unit fractions, where the numerator is greater than 1, such as 2⁄3 or 3⁄4, to show 

several equal parts. The children have enjoyed using practical activities and visual models to deepen their understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Year 4  

  

This week in Year 4, we learned what might happen during an earthquake. Our teachers played real earthquake sounds, 

and we practised “Drop, Cover, and Hold On” under our tables while our teachers gently shook them. We then safely 

‘evacuated’ to the playground. Afterwards, we looked at pictures of natural disasters and talked about what we could 

see, what was happening, questions we would ask, and what we would do if we were there. We found it interesting to 

play these roles and imagine the things people must go through in these situations. It was an exciting lesson that helped 

us understand how to stay safe in an emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

Year 5 have made an exciting start to their new science topic, Earth and Space. They began by sharing and mapping 

everything they already knew about the subject, helping them build a clear picture of their starting point.  

They then explored all the planets in our solar system, learning about each one’s features and interpreting data such as 

size, distance from the Sun and temperature. The children enjoyed comparing the planets and discovering what makes 

each one unique.  

To finish, every pupil selected a planet and wrote their own informative paragraph about it, showing off both their 

research and scientific understanding.  

Year 5 are already proving to be enthusiastic young astronomers! 

    



 Year 6  
 

This week, Year 6 kicked off their first 

PE lesson of the term with cricket—

and what a brilliant start it was! The 

children were introduced to the four 

key roles in the game: bowler, batter, 

fielder, and wicket keeper. They 

enjoyed exploring what each role 

involves and how the team works 

together during a match. 

To build their skills, the class took part in a range of activities, including: 

• Bowling practice – focusing on aim, technique and control 

• Catching drills – developing quick reactions and teamwork 

• Batting practice – learning how to hold the bat correctly and strike the ball safely 

Everyone showed fantastic enthusiasm and sportsmanship throughout the session. We’re looking forward to seeing their 

skills grow over the term. 

     Forest School News  
Spring 2 Forest School Timetable 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
AM Yellow Nursery AM/Green   Red Blue 
PM 1M Full time and 

afternoon nursery 
1N  1W 

 4C   4S 4K 
 KS1  

Enrichment 
club 

KS1/2 Allotment 
club 

 KS2 Enrichment 
club 

 

 

Notices 
       Collection Reminder        

To keep all children safe, 

anyone collecting must know the agreed password. 

Please make sure: 

Ṋ The correct password is shared with the adult collecting 

Ṋ The school is informed if it changes 

No password = no collection. 

Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe 



 Corbett Chase - Sunday 22nd March 2026 
 

 
 

 

Spring Bulb competition update 

As we start to see a glimmer of Spring, keep an eye on your Spring 
bulb that you planted back in the Autumn. 

 
When your flower blooms, take a picture and send it to 

forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk.  

All of the beautiful pictures will be displayed so 

Manda can pick a winning bloom! 

 

 

mailto:forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk


Weekly Attendance 

 

Please remember - routine dental and medical appointments must take place before or after 

school or during school holidays.  Non-emergency appointments during the school day will not 

be authorised.   If your child has a clinic or hospital appointment, please email the admin inbox 

and attach a copy of the appointment letter.  

Opal  

 

We were very busy over the half term break installing the timber posts 

for our playground shelters. 

A massive thank you to Mike and Amyas for giving up their time to dig 

the foundations and erect the posts. 

Thank you to Justin for his help with moving materials around the 

playground and a special mention to Edie, Bea and Mollie for all of 

their help! 

 

Class Attendance Class Attendance Class Attendance 

1M 93%  3A 95% 

 

5A 96%  

1N 95% 

 

3G 95% 

 

5C 96%  

1W 94%  3S 94%  5V 97%  

2E 96% 

 

4C 94%  6L 94%  

2S 93%  4K 97% 

 

6LG 94%  

2SW 95% 

 

4S 93%  6R 94% 

 



 Dates for Your Diary   
Monday 16th February – 
Friday 20th February  

HALF TERM  

26th Feb - 5th March Scholastic Book Fair  
Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Family Film Night 
 

Friday 6th March Year 6 girls’ football event  
Week beginning 9th March  Whole school assessment week 

Science Week 
 

Thursday 12th March Parent and carer coffee morning with the Mental Health 
Schools Team – Supporting Sleep Routines 

 

Monday 16th March  Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament  
Tuesday 17th March  Yellow class trip to Mudchute Farm  
Wednesday 18th March  Red class trip to Mudchute Farm  
Thursday 19th March  Blue class trip to Mudchute Farm  
Friday 20th March Resource Base to the Transport Museum  
Sunday 22nd March  Friends of Torridon PTA event - Corbett chase run 2026  
Monday 23rd March Strings performance   
Tuesday 24th and Thursday 
26th March 

Open evenings for parents and carers  

Thursday 26th March Woodwind performance   
Friday 27th March  Friends of Torridon PTA fundraising – own clothes day 

Athlete Assembly and workshop – whole school event 
Last day of term – 2pm Finish 

 

Monday 30th March – Friday 
10th April  

EASTER HOLIDAY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Forest School -Summer Camp 

We are very excited to announce that 

summer camp is back for its second year! 

Places will be limited to 30 and can be 

booked daily or weekly. Places are available 

for children, Reception-Year 6. 

This year we will be opening summer camp up to the 

local community so will be offering places to children 

from Sandhurst, Rushey Green and Forster Park 

schools. 

Camp will run from Monday 3rd August- 

Friday 14th August 2026 10am-3pm. Our 

daily rate will be £40 per child (£30 for 

children eligible for pupil premium funding). Childcare 

vouchers are accepted. Children should bring a packed 

lunch and will spend their day outside in our woodland 

embracing nature. 

Booking will be available on your child’s ARBOR 

account from 23rd February 2026. 

 

 

  



Stars of the Week 
Class  Name  Reason  

Nursery FT  Mika'el  For his hard working with hearing initial sounds and curiosity with all his learning  

Nursery PT  Aneesa  For always trying her hardest and being a friendly face for everyone in school  

Blue Class  Scott  For such a huge improvement in his behaviour and attitude to learning. Scott has grown 

in independence, maturity and courage this week, and we are very proud of him.   

Red Class  Harith  For engaging in lots of activities and playing nicely with his friends. He shows good listening and sitting during 

carpet times.   

Well done, Harith!          

Yellow Class  Audrey  For working hard on her writing and for always being kind to others. Well done!  

1M  Za’kai  For showing resilience in our writing lessons and for trying his best this week! Well done, Za’kai!          

1N  Kidjani  For his focus and contributions on the carpet and the fantastic progress he has made in writing. He has been 

taking his learning so seriously and it is great to see. Keep up the great work!          

1W  Othniel 

 

 

For being kind and helpful in the classroom. Even the adults in the playground notice that he is always helping 

others to tidy up!   

2E  Ambrosio  For trying his hardest with his presentation in all areas of his learning. He is now consistently using his leading 

joins to create beautiful pieces of learning. Well done and keep it up!          

2S  Vettri  For his fantastic effort in all areas of his learning! Vettri comes to school each day with a big smile on his face 

and always tries his best. Keep up the amazing learning Vettri          

2SW  Alicja  For her kindness and for being so caring towards her classmates. It has been so lovely to see her supporting 

others. Well done Alicja! Keep it up!          

3A  Adam  For putting an outstanding effort into his learning.  

3G  Louie Prudence  For being focused in writing lessons. Keep it up!          

3S  Kevin  For producing amazing handwriting. Keep it up Kevin         

4C  Arif   For being extremely helpful and always offering a helping hand. He continues to remember his job role in class 

and carries it out responsibly. I have also been incredibly impressed with his behaviour. Well done Arif         

4K  Lovisa  For consistently maintaining focus in all lessons. Her timestables results also improved this week. Well done         

4S  Uzair  For showing such enthusiasm for our new topics this term.  He always makes great contributions to 

discussions. Well done          

5A  Faiza  For displaying enthusiasm in maths this week. She has worked hard to represent decimals in 2 and 3 decimal 

places, and she is able to partition and say the value of each digit. Well done and keep it up!  

5C  Mordecai  For he has confidently used his arithmetic skills and knowledge to tackle questions in class this week. Well done!  

5V  Kayden  For being polite and respectful and for always saying ‘Good morning’ first thing.  

6L  Vaishnavi  For your thoughtful contributions to learning. You also created a fantastic complex sentence while using the 

passive voice effectively in your writing. Well done!  

6LG  Kyzah  For making improvements with his reasoning and problem-solving skills in maths. His assessment scores 

have improved too! Well done          

6R  Natalie  For developing her confidence when contributing to class discussions and using subject specific vocabulary for 

impact when writing in role.  

Resource Base  Gregory  

  

For working hard independently. Well done Gregory. Keep it up!  

  

 



   

                                                                                

 



   

    

 

    

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

    


