
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                                        

9th January 2026 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
  

Welcome back and a very Happy New Year to you all.  I hope you had a lovely break and were 

able to enjoy some time with friends and family. 

We have not wasted any time getting started on our learning this term.  The children have 

been very excited to find out a little more about their new themes.  You can see what they will 

be learning in this term’s curriculum leaflets on our website:  

Curriculum Bulletins – Torridon Primary School 

The children were very excited to start thinking about their new responsibilities.  Our digital 

leaders, librarians, eco leaders and opal play leaders had their first meetings this week.  School 

council started work on gathering views about the lunch menu. Other leadership groups such 

as our inclusion ambassadors and wellbeing leaders will be having their first meetings next 

week. 

We welcome Gail Kellman to Torridon as she has joined the admin team this week.  You may 

have seen her friendly face at the front desk or spoken to her on the phone but please come and 

say hello if you have not already done so. 

Please don’t forget that next Friday (16th January) is an INSET day so the school will be closed 

to the children.  

Have a lovely weekend.  Try to stay nice and warm! 

Best wishes, 

Manda George  

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torridon Primary School, 

Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG 

Headteacher: Manda George 

Telephone: 0208 697 2762 

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk 

Website: www.torridonprimary.lewisham.co.uk 

Twitter: @TorridonPrimary 

https://www.torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk/curriculum/curriculum-bulletins/
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 Rights Respecting Assemblies  
 

This week in our Rights Respecting assemblies we explored Article 15, which 

says every child has the right to meet others and join groups. We discussed 

why spending time together, sharing ideas and working as a team can create 

positive change. 

 

 Jamaica Appeal  
 

Thank you to everyone who helped raise money for 

the Jamaica Appeal before Christmas. Thank you for 

all the donations that Craige organised to be sent and 

we raised £450 in cash on festive dress day!  

 

 

Reading for Pleasure Challenge! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creative competition 
 

 

OPAL Play – Golden Boot Award 
Next week, we are launching the GOLDEN BOOT award! This award will be presented to an 

individual, group or class who have shown great imaginative play, fantastic tidying up or all-

round kindness to others!! 

 Children get to display the welly 

trophy in their classroom for a full 

week before the award is handed 

over to the next recipient. 

 

 

 

 

 

         CALLING ALL YOUNG ARTISTS & BOOK LOVERS!                 

It’s time to get creative! 

We’re looking for amazing artwork that celebrates your love of reading — and YOU could 

be a winner! 

Let your imagination shine by creating a picture (A4) that shows what reading means to 

you. You could draw: 

       Your favourite authors 

          Magical characters from books you adore 

      Incredible story worlds 

       Or even the special places you like to curl up with a good book! 

All winning artwork will be proudly displayed in our library, where it will inspire others. 

       PRIZE ALERT! 

One winner from each year group will receive… 

     A brand-new book of their choice! 

 Deadline: Friday 30th January 

Hand in your artwork to your class teacher — and don’t forget to put your name and 

class on the back! 

Get drawing… get dreaming… and let the magic of reading come to life on your page! 

                     

 



OPAL Play Parent Champion 
Introducing our new OPAL play Parent Champion Nancy!  

“I'm Nancy, mum to two girls (6 and 2) and I'm excited to 

help out with OPAL play at Torridon to make sure the 

children have as many opportunities for fun and 

learning as possible!” 

 

OPAL large item donation request  
 

 

 

How amazing would it be if our children had something like this to play on in our playground? 

 

 

 

It is an ambitious ask, but if anyone knows of any old and unused large items that the school 

could acquire, please speak to Kelley! 

 



Help build some shelters! 
 

 

 

It is hard to believe that is it almost a whole year since we launched OPAL PLAY! 

Our next stage of delevelopment is to create all weather shelters in our play zones. 

Kelley is looking for volunteers to help break up the concrete and erect timber posts around the 

playground during the February half-term. 

 

If you are availble to help on Monday 16th February please speak to Kelley on the Reception 

gate or email forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk. 

 

If you own a heavy breaker tool and are happy for us to use it please bring it with you on the 

day! 
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Nursery Superstars  
  

Spring term kicks off our topic ‘Off We Go!’ where we will learn all about different transport we 

can use and important people in our world. This week, we have been learning about the job of 

astronauts and what stars are. We used rocket ships to travel to alien planets and dressed up 

in space gear to protect ourselves! In maths, we have been learning to use positional language 

like “next to”, “under” and “inside” – it is very useful to know when navigating space! We 

learnt that all stars are different, just like us and we shared something that makes us special 

and unique, like the superstars we are. We have been reading ‘How to Catch a Star’ by Oliver 

Jeffers and singing Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star. We focused on the rhymes in the song and 

came up with our own silly ones. We also really enjoyed our first snow day in school and have 

been investigating ice all week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

 



Reception’s little city visit 
Reception had a fantastic start to their new topic ‘Real Life Superheroes’. The children explored 

the different role play settings from the hairdressers, supermarket, doctors to the police station.  

We created a review during carpet time, and the children gave it 5 stars! One child said, “I like 

being in the vets with my friends.” Another child said, “I had lots of fun!” 

        

      

Resource Base  
 

   

   Happy New Year! It’s been lovely back 

together, chatting about what we want to 

achieve—new skills, confidence and fun 

experiences. 



Year 1  
   

This week, we revisited learning about number bonds to 10 and 20 in maths. We used a variety 

of different maths objects to help us spot patterns, memorise bonds, and solve simple word 

problems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2  
 

As we arrived back from the holidays, we received a beautifully wrapped book: Ada Twist, 

Scientist! Inside was a surprise…a letter from Ada herself! She explained that she needs help 

from Year 2 to write a poem about wonderfully smelling items to fight the disgusting stench 

that is filling her house. To inspire us, Ada even sent a bowl filled with pieces of paper, each 

with the name of a lovely, sweet-smelling item written on it, to spark our ideas. We are so 

excited to start writing our poems next week!        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3  
 

In science this half term, year 3 will be finding out all about animals including humans. To kick 

start our learning journey we have been thinking about healthy eating.  A variety of foods 

helps us stay strong and full of energy! A balanced meal includes fruits and vegetables, proteins 

like beans or meat, and whole grains such as rice or bread. Drinking plenty of water and 

limiting sugary snacks is also important. Making healthy choices every day helps our bodies 

grow and keeps our minds ready for learning! Look at some of the healthy meals we made. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 4  
 

    This week, year 4 launched into the Spring term with an unforgettable trip to Chislehurst 
Caves, marking the start of our new topics on the Stone Age and our core text Stig of the 
Dump. 

We learned how the caves, entirely man-made, were mined for flint and chalk and explored 
their many uses throughout history. Equipped with gas-lit lamps, we ventured through the 
dark, winding tunnels as we made some fascinating discoveries. 

Highlights of the day included experiencing complete darkness, watching the tour guide spark 
flint to create light in the pitch-black cave, and hearing the dramatic echoes when a metal 
drum was hit.  

     



Year 5  - Starting Our Windrush Journey 

Year 5 have just begun exploring the Windrush Generation. We started by sharing what we 
already know and writing down questions we’d like to answer. Next, we looked at some key 
vocabulary and began to understand the link between Britain and the Caribbean islands. To 
build our historical knowledge, we created a chronology of Jamaica’s development. We’re 
excited to keep learning about why people came to Britain and the impact they had on society! 

      

   

 

 

 

 

 



 Year 6 History 
 

Year 6 Began Their Journey into the Kingdom of Benin 
This week, Year 6 explored the fascinating history of the Kingdom of Benin through historical 
inquiry. In their first lesson, pupils asked questions, examined sources, and started uncovering what life was like in 

this powerful African kingdom. It was an exciting start to a topic that celebrates rich culture and diverse perspectives in 

history. 

 

                  

 

 

Weekly Attendance 

 

Class Attendance Class Attendance Class Attendance 

1M 93%  3A 95%  5A 94%  

1N 96%  3G 93%  5C 87%  

1W 99% 

 

3S 93%  5V 98% 

 
2E 98%  4C 95%  6L 96%  

2S 90%  4K 96% 

 

6LG 88%  

2SW 94%  4S 82%  6R 93%  



     Forest School  
 

It has been a cold start to 2026 in our woodland area but the children have embraced it with 

huge smiles on their faces! 

 

It was so exciting to be greeted by the frozen pond, the children had to use all of their strength 

to break the ice and felt such delight when they actually broke the ice free. 

 

Some children investigated how long it took the ice to melt, even taking some ice back to class 

to speed up the process as it was so cold out! 

 

As you know Forest School continues through every season so, please ensure your child is 

wrapped up warm. Layers are essential, warm fluffy socks, hats, gloves along with their 

waterproof coat, trousers and welly boots. 

 

 

 

 

 



 Friends of Torridon PTA Fundraising Event    
 

Friends of Torridon PTA adult only fundraising event.  Play past club classics at 

Fellowship Inn – Friday 7th February £10 per ticket. 

We’ve created Homework project for 3 core reasons 

1. To provide a evening for parents and friends to 
simple let their hair down to have a good night 

2. Play past club classics (mainly house music) that 
bring back memories of old and those moments 
we all may have forgotten that one tune/song 

3. Make as much money from various events for 
schools music departments providing access to 
funds for music equipment, etc 

 

Book via the link below or by scanning the QR code.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837 

We look forward to seeing you there.  

 

Friends of Torridon PTA.  

Breakfast Club – Drop Off 
 

We have changed the breakfast club drop off gate. From Monday 12th 

January please use the KS2 gate instead of the admin gate.  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837


 Dates for Your Diary   
 

Monday 12th January 
Year 3 girls’ football training  
Enrichment clubs start 

Tuesday 13th January   Year 3 British Museum trip 
Wednesday 14th January Year 1 National Maritime Museum trip 
Friday 16th January INSET DAY 

Monday 19th January  
Year 3 and 4 SEND Kurling Tournament  
Year 6 to the Horniman Museum 

Thursday 29th January  9am Parent and carer workshop – Managing 
meltdowns (Mental Health Schools Team)  

Monday 2nd February Year 5 and 6 Pickleball Festival 
Tuesday 3rd February  Key stage two reading workshops 
Thursday 5th February  Attention and Listening workshop for reception 

families 9am (Oracy event) 
Friday 6th February Share a Story sessions for Nursery families 9am 

and 2:45pm 

Tuesday 10th February  
Safer Internet Day (TBC) 
Year 1 Teddy bear adventure 2pm 

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th February Whole School Art Exhibition  
Monday 16th February – Friday 20th 
February  

HALF TERM 

Week beginning 2nd March Scholastic Book Fair 
Thursday 5th March Family Film Night 
Friday 6th March Year 6 girls’ football event 
Week beginning 9th March  Whole school assessment week 
Thursday 12th March Parent and carer coffee morning with the 

Mental Health Schools Team – Supporting Sleep 
Routines 

Monday 16th March  Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament 
Friday 20th March Resource Base to the Transport Museum 
Monday 23rd March Strings performance 
Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th March Open evenings for parents and carers 
Thursday 26th March Woodwind performance  
Friday 27th March  Last day of term – 2pm Finish 
Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April  EASTER HOLIDAY  

 

 

 



 

Stars of the Week   
Class  Name  Reason  

Nursery 

FT 

Ebenezer  For settling back into nursery so well  

Nursery 

PT  

Noar  For making a great effort with his listening skills and beginning to follow instructions from grown-ups  

Blue  Theo  For such a big improvement in his writing and fine motor control as well as his phonics learning. Well done, Theo!!  

Red  Riley  For being a kind friend to everyone. He is a good role model to his peers. We will miss you in Red class!  

Yellow  Sianna  For being more confident to share ideas and always making the right choices! Well done!  

1M  Royalty  For working incredibly hard in our writing lessons this week. Well done and keep up the great work!          

1N  Lakeivia  For the fantastic effort she has put into her reading and for taking care with her writing. She is so independent now. Keep 

up the great work!          

1W  Lakhveer  For always thinking of others and being a kind friend to everyone in the classroom. Continue being such a positive role 

model!   

2E  Chloe  For always being an incredibly kind, caring and considerate towards others. Keep on being amazing! Well done Chloe          

2S  Zolihat  For her excellent attitude towards learning! Zolihat always shares her ideas during carpet time, makes thoughtful choices, 

and completes all her learning to the best of her ability. Keep up the fantastic effort, Zolihat!          

2SW  Amaris  For working incredibly hard in all areas of her learning this week. Her determination and effort have really shone through! 

Well done Amaris, keep it up!          

3A  Leo  For having an excellent attitude towards your learning. Well done!  

3G  Harley  For using consistently using agree, building on and challenging during class discussions.  

3S  Melita  For making connections across different areas of the curriculum. Well done for sharing your knowledge with everyone in 

the class. Keep it up!         

4C  Jeremiah  For being so helpful to his peers, especially in supporting their learning. I’ve seen a tremendous improvement in his 

independence and confidence in his own learning. Well done Jeremiah       !! Keep it up  

4K  Daisy  For consistently demonstrating outstanding learning across the curriculum. She is focused, well-behaved and sets a 

remarkable example for her peers.  

4S  Inayah  For being so helpful and kind in making our classroom a lovely place to be.  She uses her initiative to tidy and organise our 

resources without needed to be asked to.  

5A  Kayla  For her enthusiastic approach in her writing. She worked exceptionally hard at using parenthesis to add extra information, 

using all the punctuation learned.  

5C  Deekshika  For her understanding and grasping the concept of long multiplication in her maths lessons this week. Well done!  

5V  Gabriel  For working really hard to stay on task during lessons and for completing his learning on time.  

6L  Thea  For using fantastic contextual vocabulary and using a thesaurus and wider knowledge to up-level your writing.   

6LG  Abigail  For always having an excellent attitude towards her learning and consistently presenting learning of a high standard. Well 

done!  

6R  Kenny  For consistently using adverbs throughout his paragraph, and as a result, his writing was clear and cohesive. Well done!  

Resource 

Base  

Munasar  For working so hard to include finger spaces in his writing and for trying to work independently.  Keep it up!     

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 


