
 
 

 

 
 

 
                                                                        

23rd January 2026 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 

It has been another busy week at Torridon with lots of creative and exciting things happening.  

Our inclusion ambassadors had their very first meeting and were very keen to share their 

knowledge about diversity and ways in which we can look after each other at school.  Our 

digital leaders also had a great day out at the BETT show.  They are looking forward to sharing 

their experience and expertise with you during our Internet Safety events next month.  Next 

week is the turn of our wellbeing champions who will have their launch meeting and will be 

thinking about ways in which we can promote positive mental health for everyone at school.   

Many of you will be aware that we have had some issues with our ParentPay App in the past 

few weeks.  I am pleased to let you know that we will be moving to a new updated system this 

term.  We are hoping it will simplify payments for breakfast club, wraparound, enrichment 

clubs and music lessons.  It should also make our booking systems and communications about 

school trips much more straightforward.  We are currently working to get the infrastructure set 

up ready to launch after half term.  We ask for your patience while we get things up and 

running.   

We will be welcoming Bethan Morgan from OPAL Play who is visiting next week to see all the 

fabulous work that Gwen, Kelley and the team have done to make our playground wonderful. 

We hope some of you will be able to join the Mental 

Health Schools Team who will be leading a coffee 

morning on Thursday after drop-off.  The focus for 

the session is ‘managing meltdowns’.  If this sounds 

like something which may be helpful, please come 

along and join us. 

Have a great weekend. 

 

Best wishes 

Manda George 

Headteacher  

Torridon Primary School, 

Hazelbank Road, Catford, London, SE6 1TG 

Headteacher: Manda George 

Telephone: 0208 697 2762 

Email: admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk 

Website: www.torridonprimary.lewisham.co.uk 

Twitter: @TorridonPrimary 

mailto:admin@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk
http://www.torridonprimary.lewisham.co.uk/


 Woodland Friends Dress Up Day 
 

Our woodland is three years old and to celebrate we invite you 
to come to school on 

Friday 13th February 

dressed as a woodland creature! 

 

 

 
 

Children who do not want to dress up as a woodland friend are 
invited to wear green. 

This is a fundraising event to maintain and expand our ever 
growing woodland area. 

Donations can be paid directly to Parent pay or buckets will be 
on the gate to accept cash.  

 Suggested donation of £1. 
 

 

 



 Rights Respecting Assemblies  
This week we have been discussing the importance of article 16 ~ 

the protection of privacy. We thought about our own privacy and 

how we could keep ourselves safe. Not sharing our personal 

information and location (with strangers online or in person) are all 

things that we can do to protect ourselves and maintain our 

privacy.   

Year 5  - BETT Digital Leaders Trip 

 On Wednesday 21st January, 27 of our Year 5 and 6 Digital Leaders visited the BETT Show at the ExCeL Centre, 
accompanied by four adults. The children spent the day exploring the very latest technology designed for schools, from 
interactive learning tools to creative gadgets and AI-powered platforms. 

 Their mission was to discover how artificial intelligence is being used in teaching and learning, and they rose to the 
challenge brilliantly. They tested new devices, asked thoughtful questions, and gathered ideas they can bring back to 
Torridon as they prepare for Safer Internet Week in February. 

 One pupil summed up the excitement perfectly: 

“This is the best trip we’ve ever been on.” 

 We are incredibly proud of how confidently and responsibly our Digital Leaders represented the school. They returned 
buzzing with inspiration and ready to share their learning with the whole Torridon community. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OPAL Play – Golden Boot Award 
 

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has 

shown that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly 

Award in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display 

the trophy in their classroom for a full week before the award is 

handed over to the next recipient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPAL Play 

A big thank you to our wonderful School Council for taking the time to create the rules for our Play Charter. 

They gathered thoughtful ideas from their classmates and helped decide the perfect place to display our play 

rules, ensuring everyone can see them and use them every day. 

Thanks to their hard work and leadership, our Play Charter is now showcased beautifully around the school, 

and it looks amazing! We are so proud of their teamwork, care, and commitment to helping make playtime 

positive and fun for everyone. 

 

EYFS KS1 Y3/4 Y5/6 

Ava in Blue Class Tasija, Sulamita, 
Asmithaa and Thivani 
in 1N 

 

Thomas and Jared 4K Georgina & Ottilie (5V) 

 

For her perseverance 
whilst using the outdoor 
climbing apparatus in 
the rain! She 
demonstrated great 
climbing skills and loved 
the challenge! 
 

For their brilliant 
building with the 
crates and wooden 
construction to 
make an obstacle 
course that lots of 
other children used 
too. 
 

For building 
catapults and 
towers in the 
construct zone and 
for demonstrating 
how to use them to 
others in the 
playground. 

For going above and 
beyond to tidy and 
organise the book nook 
and surrounding area, 
making it a wonderful 
environment for children 
to read and relax 



 

Share a Story: 

Parent and Carer reading sessions in nursery. 
Today, we had our our first Share a Story reading sessions in nursery as part of our oracy initiative.  

The children loved reading with their parents and carers. 

 

    

 

Please do join us at our next one; the children would love to see you! 

Share a Story will be every Friday: 

Session 1: 8.45am – 9.10 am 

Session 2: 2.55 pm – 3.15pm 

 



 Jamaica Appeal – Letter from the Prime Minister 

 

Reading for Pleasure Challenge! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 



Torridon PTA Fundraising Event 
Friends of Torridon PTA adult only fundraising event.  Play past club classics at Fellowship Inn – 

Saturday 7th February £10 per ticket. 

We’ve created Homework project for 3 core reasons 

1. To provide a evening for parents and friends to simply let their hair 
down to have a good night 

2. Play past club classics (mainly house music) that bring back 
memories of old and those moments we all may have forgotten 
that one tune/song 

3. Make as much money from various events for schools music 
departments providing access to funds for music equipment, etc 

Book via the link below or by scanning the QR code.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837 

We look forward to seeing you there.  

Friends of Torridon PTA.  

 

Creative competition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         CALLING ALL YOUNG ARTISTS & BOOK LOVERS!                 

It’s time to get creative! 

We’re looking for amazing artwork that celebrates your love of reading — and 

YOU could be a winner! 

Let your imagination shine by creating a picture (A4) that shows what reading 

means to you. You could draw: 

       Your favourite authors 

          Magical characters from books you adore 

      Incredible story worlds 

       Or even the special places you like to curl up with a good book! 

All winning artwork will be proudly displayed in our library, where it will inspire 

others. 

       PRIZE ALERT! 

One winner from each year group will receive… 

     A brand-new book of their choice! 

 Deadline: Friday 30th January 

Hand in your artwork to your class teacher — and don’t forget to put your 

name and class on the back! Get drawing and let the magic of reading come to 

life on your page 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837


OPAL large item donation request  
 

How amazing would it be if our 

children had something like this to 

play on in our playground? 

 

 

It is an ambitious ask, but if anyone knows of any old and unused large items that the school 

could acquire, please speak to Kelley! 

 

 

Help build some shelters! 
 

 

It is hard to believe that is it almost a whole year since we 

launched OPAL PLAY! 

Our next stage of 

delevelopment is to create all weather shelters in our play 

zones. 

Kelley is looking for volunteers to help break up the concrete 

and erect timber posts around the playground during the 

February half-term. 

If you are availble to help on Monday 16th February please 

speak to Kelley on the Reception gate or email forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk. 

 

If you own a heavy breaker tool and are happy for us to use it please bring it with you on the 

day! 

 

mailto:forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk


 

 Boys’ Football 
 
On Saturday, the boys’ teams were back in action again playing football matches in Blackheath. As the league 

is nearing the end, every point the teams can pick up will be crucial towards their final place. Both teams had 

their challenges on the day – difficult opponents and absent team members, meaning difficult games and a lack 

of substitutions. The year 6 team were up against formidable opponents – current league leaders Edmund 

Waller. It was a defensive game throughout, with our Torridon boys trying their best to stop the barrage of 

attacks from the attacking threat of their opponents. Although they went on to concede 5 goals – the scoreline 

does not show the determination that our boys showed during the game. There were some amazing tackles, 

some brave goalkeeping, and also some excellent passing. Unfortunately for the year 6 team, their second 

game had to be abandoned, meaning they only played one match. The game against Kender will be 

rescheduled to play another weekend.  

The year 5 team had an equally challenging day without any substitutes available at all. The 7 boys that 

played every minute of both matches worked tirelessly against two challenging opponents – Stillness and John 

Ball. They dominated possession in the first match and took the lead with a great goal from Matthew. 

However, Stillness came back onto the pitch after half time as a new team and started to play much better. 

Towards the end of the match, Stillness found an equalizing goal, and it looked as if the game would end 1-1. 

With only seconds left on the clock, the boys were determined to go for the win. An opportunity fell to Bobby, 

who took his chance and buried it into the corner to help the team earn all 3 points with a 2-1 win! 

The second game proved to be a pivotal one, as John Ball were only a single point below us in the league. We 

started off on the back foot as they had the first few chances to score. Luca was outstanding all day and made 

some impressive saves to keep the game even. Many of our players adapted to a new role without their 

teammates present – Milo dropped back into defence, Malachi played on the wing and Bobby (usually a 

defender) played as our attacker after his crucial match winner in the game before. He definitely put on his 

scoring boots that day as, against the run of play, he managed to score again to put us 1-0 up at half time! The 

second half was a defensive masterclass from Torridon, but John Ball kept knocking on the door. They hit the 

post and the crossbar before eventually scoring the equalizing goal in the last moments of the game. A fair 

result considering how tired the boys must have been. Well done to both boys’ teams! Good luck to our girls’ 

team who are playing again this Saturday. 

 



Nursery – Little Artists and Scientists 
  

This week concludes our space odyssey in nursery. We have been reading ‘Look Up!’ by Nathan 

Byron and singing ‘Five Little Men in a Flying Saucer’. We did an artist study on Peter Thorpe, 

who does rocket paintings, we used black paper and oil pastels to recreate the colours and 

shapes that he uses in his art to make our very own rockets. As well as being artists, we have 

been scientists, investigating magnets, we learned that they will only stick to some metals, but 

not wood or paper. We found out that the fridge is magnetic, as well as part of the desk! We 

have been continuing to learn about patterns and how to copy and extend them – we made 

patterns with shapes, colours and our bodies. We have also been learning about syllables and 

clapped out our own names independently. We are so proud of ourselves as we have made 

huge progress with our maths and phonics this week         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception 
 

  In reception we have been learning about real-life superheroes. This week we had a visit from 

Dr Anya. She told us all about her exciting job as a doctor and how she helps people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resource Base  
This week in the Resource Base, children 

practiced counting in 2s, 5s, and 10s 

through engaging activities, 

strengthening number patterns, 

confidence, and teamwork. Fantastic 

progress and enthusiasm from everyone! 

 

 

 

          



Year 1 - Computing 
This half term, Year 1 are continuing to combine creativity with computing! The children were 

introduced to the famous ‘Circles’ painting by the artist Wassily Kandinsky. 

Using the Paintz program, the children used the brush, fill, and shape tools to recreate their 

own versions of Kandinsky’s layered circle designs. 

It was amazing to watch their digital masterpieces come to life on the screen and they were so 

proud of their vibrant artwork 

               

 

                  

                  

Year 2 RE- The Story of Rama and Sita 
 

This half term, Year 2 have been learning all about the exciting story of Rama and Sita. We 

have really enjoyed exploring the characters and talking about the themes of bravery and 

friendship. We learned about the main events in the story by looking closely at each part and 

discussing what was happening and why. We then worked in groups to act out the different 

parts, using expressive movements, clear voices, and lots of imagination to bring each scene to 

life. We practised taking on different roles—some of us were brave like Rama, some sneaky like 

Ravana, and others helped create the forest and the bridge to Lanka using our bodies! Take a 

look… 

 

                                               

 

 

 

                                                                                                   



Year 3  
 

On Monday, six children from year 3 competed in the Lewisham School Games New Age Kurling tournament at 

Bonus Pastor. It was an interesting day for the children as they experienced their first sporting event whilst also 

learning a brand new sport! The aim of the game was to push curling ‘stones’ along the floor and try to land them on 

the target. The game is quite tricky as each team has four shots to make and some end up bouncing off others! They 

all played incredibly well and adapted to the game as the day went on. They made some remarkable shots and 

worked as a great team taking turns and cheering each other on. They played six games in total and enjoyed the 

feeling of winning matches – some of them on the final shot of the game! They finished the day in a respectable 5th 

position. Well done to all 6 members of the Kurling team! 

 

 

In Year 3, we’ve been learning about the Middle Kingdom of Ancient Egypt, a fascinating period 

that lasted from around 2050 to 1710 BCE. During this time, Egypt became more peaceful and 

stable, allowing art, writing and building projects to flourish. The pharaohs focused on helping 

their people. The Middle Kingdom saw improvements in farming and trade, which helped 

everyday life become more secure. The children have enjoyed exploring how people lived, what 

they believed, and why this period is often called Egypt’s “Age of Reunification.” Let them tell 

you their favourite fact! 

 

 

 



 Year 4 Cricket 
This term, year 4 have been enjoying PE sessions with Platform Cricket. The children have been 

learning the basic skills of cricket, including batting, bowling and fielding, through fun games 

and activities. They have shown great enthusiasm each week and are growing in confidence as 

they practise new skills, such as placing their strongest hand at the bottom of the cricket bat so 

that their hands do not cross. It has been wonderful to see their teamwork and sportsmanship 

develop throughout the sessions. 

 

 Year 5 RE 
This week, Year 5 carried out some research on 4 Hindu deities; Ganesh, Shiva, Brahma and Lakshmi. We found out 

what they looked like, why and how families chose to worship them as well as how they show their commitment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 Year 6 -Gymnastics 
Year 6 have been thriving in their recent gymnastics’ lessons, where they have been learning 

how to jump safely and confidently from a range of apparatus. The children have worked hard 

to develop their balance, coordination and control, practising key skills such as landing with 

bent knees, using arm swing for momentum, and performing smooth, controlled dismounts. 

Their enthusiasm has been fantastic to see, and pupils have shown growing resilience as they 

tackle increasingly challenging heights. 

 

 
 

 Coffee Morning   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Morning for Parents and Carers 

Managing Meltdowns 

Thursday 29th January 9am – 10am 

                                              

The Mental Health School’s Team will explore and explain what a 

meltdown is and how they differ from tantrums. They will also 

discuss strategies on how to manage, de-escalate and prevent a 

meltdown. 

We hope to see you there. 

   

 



Emma Johnson Music Foundation Visit 
 

On Friday, Torridon years 3 and 4 children were visited by 

the amazing musicians from the Emma Johnson Music 

Foundation. 

They brought along a double bass, bassoon, clarinet and 

trumpet which they performed along to stories about each 

instrument. 

The children were enthusiastic and listened extremely well. 

They even had a chance to conduct the ensemble! 
 

Weekly Attendance 

 

Please remember - routine dental and medical appointments must take place before or after 

school or during school holidays.  Non-emergency appointments during the school day will not 

be authorised.   If your child has a clinic or hospital appointment, please email the admin inbox 

and attach a copy of the appointment letter.  

Class Attendance Class Attendance Class Attendance 

1M 93%  3A 95%  5A 96%  

1N 96% 

 

3G 95%  5C 93%  

1W 94%  3S 94%  5V 97% 

 
2E 96% 

 

4C 95%  6L 93%  

2S 93%  4K 97% 

 

6LG 93%  

2SW 96% 

 

4S 94%  6R 93%  



 Friends of Torridon – Sponsored Bounce  
 

Thursday, 29th January 

                                       Torridon students are bouncing 

their way into spring, all to raise funds for the school! 

How many times can your little bouncer bounce in 60 

seconds? Every bounce counts as we aim to raise 

£2000 to fund community events and school 

improvement projects. Help us support our 

community and make our school a better place for 

our children to learn and thrive! Learn more at 

www.friendsoftorridon.org/bounce. 

 

Sponsored Bounce Timetable ς Thursday 29th January 

Time Reception Hall Year 5 Hall 
8:30  Year 2 

9:15 Reception - Red Resource 
Base 

9:40 Nursery AM 3A 
10:05 Reception - Yellow 3S 
10:30 Reception - Blue 3G 

10:55 6L 6LG 
11:20 6R  
11:45 5A 5V 
12:10 5C  

12:35 Nursery PM  
13:00 1W  
13:25 1M 4C 
13:50 1N 4K 

14:15  4S 
15:20  Year 2 

 

http://www.friendsoftorridon.org/bounce


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Dates for Your Diary   
 

Thursday 29th January  PTA Sponsored Bounce 
Year 2 trip to Science Museum  
9am Parent and carer workshop – Managing 
meltdowns (Mental Health Schools Team)  

Monday 2nd February Year 5 and 6 Pickleball Festival 
Tuesday 3rd February  Key stage two reading workshops 
Thursday 5th February  Attention and Listening workshop for reception 

families 9am (Oracy event) 
Friday 6th February Share a Story sessions for Nursery families 9am 

and 2:45pm 

Tuesday 10th February  
Safer Internet Day (TBC) 
Year 1 Teddy bear adventure 2pm 

Wednesday 11th February Safer Internet Parent Workshop 9am 
Thursday 12th and Friday 13th February Whole School Art Exhibition  
Friday 13th February  Woodland Dress Up Day 
Monday 16th February – Friday 20th 
February  

HALF TERM 

Week beginning 2nd March Scholastic Book Fair 
Thursday 5th March Family Film Night 
Friday 6th March Year 6 girls’ football event 
Week beginning 9th March  Whole school assessment week 
Thursday 12th March Parent and carer coffee morning with the 

Mental Health Schools Team – Supporting Sleep 
Routines 

Monday 16th March  Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament 
Friday 20th March Resource Base to the Transport Museum 
Sunday 22nd March  PTA event - Corbett chase run 2026 
Monday 23rd March Strings performance 
Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th March Open evenings for parents and carers 
Thursday 26th March Woodwind performance  
Friday 27th March  Last day of term – 2pm Finish 
Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April  EASTER HOLIDAY  

 

 

 

 



 

     Forest School News  
 

 

This weekend marks the annual garden birdwatch; the children have been 

busy making bird feeders this week to encourage the birds to visit us at 

Forest School. 

 

 

Nursery made their own telescopes this week linking to their story  

 

The children were excited to see the clouds through their telescopes; they also 

spotted a few birds! 

 

 

                    

 

 

 



Stars of the Week 

Class  Name  Reason  

Nursery FT  Mila  For her focus on the carpet and her willingness to do the right thing 

when asked by an adult  

Nursery PT  Ivy-Rae  For her curiosity and perseverance with learning, even when she 

finds it a challenge  

Blue Class  James  For being an excellent role model who consistently shows kindness 

towards others. Well done, James!  

Red Class  Marcus  For being a good rolemodel to his peers. He is very helpful and kind 

to his friends. We will miss you in Red class! Well done, 

Marcus!          

Yellow Class  Kamyah  For working really hard in phonics and always trying her 

best. Well done!  

1M  Ava  For showing resilience in our writing lessons this week. Ava has 

been trying extremely hard and has demonstrated great partner 

work. Keep it up!          

1N  Destiny  For the amazing progress she has made in reading and writing. She 

has developed a love for learning and is taking so much 

care with everything, she does. Keep up the great work!          

1W  Stanley  For his fantastic contributions on the carpet. He always loves 

sharing his ideas or experiences. He has been trying really hard to 

put up his hand and wait his turn. Keep being a role model Stanley!  

2E  Yasmine  For always being engaged and enthusiastic towards her learning 

and for sharing her thoughts and ideas with confidence. Well done 

Yasmine          

2S  Tabitha  For her excellent effort in maths this week! Well done for having 

confidence in yourself and even extending your learning at home! 

Keep it up Tabitha          

2SW  Amaris  For her excellent effort during our reading sessions. Well done for 

checking your answers after completing each question and taking 

your time to complete your comprehension sheet. Well done 

Amaris, keep it up!          

3A  Hetty  For being an excellent role model. You always try your best in your 

learning as well as always being kind to others – well done.   

3G  Jack  For trying his best in his writing and for sharing his ideas during 

class discussion.  

3S  Ayla  

  

For using exciting vocabulary when sharing her ideas in class. 

Thank you, and keep it up.  

4C  Oliver   For always wanting to contribute his ideas during lessons 

and for consistently showing respect towards others and his peers. 



He has been demonstrating Torridon’s core values every day, and I 

am incredibly proud of his effort. Well, done, Oliver          

4K  Valentina  For bravely taking on the lead in a role play lesson. Well done for a 

great effort and improving your confidence to project your 

voice. Keep going         

4S  Zariah  For working so hard to learn the difference between singular and 

plural possessive apostrophes.  Well done for giving a brilliant 

explanation to the class.          

5A  James  For settling well into our diverse class and school community. He 

has begun to learn and demonstrate our core values by trying his 

best to engage during learning.   

5C  Amaya  For being a fantastic digital leader on the school trip to The Bett 

Show at the ExCel Centre by asking questions about the 

advancement of AI and technology and how these can support their 

learning in school.  Well done!  

5V  Shanaiya  For working really hard on being punctual to 

school. Well done!          

6L  Vega  For consistently exhibiting our core values. She 

has demonstrated aspiration in her dedication to learning and the 

value of community when interacting with peers. Keep it up!          

6LG  Alex  For showing fantastic engagement on our trip to the Horniman 

Museum. He asked thoughtful questions, explored each exhibit 

with real curiosity, and shared his ideas confidently with the 

group. Well done!  

  

6R  Sukhpal  For demonstrating Torridon’s core values on our trip to the 

Horniman museum and for showing increased focus in lessons. He 

is sharing his ideas with his peers and during whole 

class discussions. Well done.  

Resource Base  Gabriel  For being so thoughtful and considerate to others in his class.  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



    

 

 

Spring half term and Easter touch typing courses for 7 – 16s 

 

Dulwich College, London SE21 7LD 

Monday 16 – Thursday 19 February 2026 

Monday 30 March – Thursday 2 April 

Tuesday 7 - Thursday 10 April 2026 

Sessions run 10:10 – 12:15 pm daily 

(Full day care available) 

 

Learn how to touch type 40+ words per minute with 95% accuracy.  Using correct fingers and posture, touch typing is 

far more productive for school work and exams.  

Beginners, improvers and advanced typists are warmly welcome.  We mix formal technique with the latest app 

games to make learning to type fast, fun and effective. 

Flip crazy skate ramps, zap aliens and collect superhero movie rewards while learning an amazing skill. Typing 

proficiency will significantly boost your child’s academic attainment in today’s digital world. 

Prior to setting up ¢ȅǇƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƻƭ, Sarah Holt worked as a teacher at Weston Green School and Nick Holt was a 

secondary school Head of English.   

Cost: £176.00 per place  

OFSTED registered - childcare vouchers accepted 

10% discount for siblings/ bring a friend/ Duke of Edinburgh Award 

Apply at Typingscool.co.uk or email: sarah.holt@typingscool.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:sarah.holt@typingscool.co.uk


          

 

    


