
 
 

 

 
 

 
                                                                        

16th January 2026 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
We have had another great week at Torridon with some fantastic learning happening across 

the school.   

We would like to say thank you to the members of the Lewisham Fire Service and Police force, 

who gave up their valuable time to come and visit Reception and Nursery.  The children were 

thrilled to see some real-life superheroes in action and to spend some time in an actual fire 

engine and police car.   

We have a number of Friends of Torridon PTA events coming up this term. Your child will have 

brought home a sponsored bounce form this week which is happening on Thursday 29th 

January. You can scan the QR code to donate. There is an adult only clubs classic event on 7th 

February at the Fellowship Inn; and the Corbett Chase will be held on Sunday 22nd March. 

Many thanks to our Friends of Torridon PTA for organising these events.  

Happy Thai Pongal to our Tamil families who are celebrating this week. I hope that this harvest 

festival brings your home happiness, prosperity and many wonderful moments with your 

children. 

Have a super weekend. 

Best wishes, 

Manda George  

Headteacher  

 

 

 Rights Respecting Assemblies  
 

In our Rights Respecting assemblies, we enjoyed exploring Article 45 and learning how our rights 
support children, families, and nations worldwide. Together, we all have a voice and share the 

responsibility to protect and promote all children’s rights. 

 

 

Torridon Primary School, 
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 Jamaica Appeal – Heartfelt Thank you 
I would like to extend my deepest gratitude to every member of the Torridon community — our 

parents, pupils, teachers and the school leadership — for your generosity following Hurricane 

Melissa’s impact on Jamaica. 

Thanks to your kindness, we were able to send a remarkable donation of food, clothing, 

essential supplies and monetary contributions to support families and communities severely 

affected by the storm. Your contributions have been received with gratitude and are already 

helping hundreds of people as they rebuild their homes, lives and schools. 

Your response has been a powerful reminder of what community truly means. At a time when 

so many are facing loss and uncertainty, your compassion has offered real hope and practical 

support. 

If you were unable to donate earlier, or if you wish to continue supporting those who are still 

recovering, rebuilding or unable to return to normal schooling, you 

are warmly encouraged to contribute to the official Government of 

Jamaica disaster-relief website - 

https://supportjamaica.gov.jm/donate  

Thank you — your kindness is making a real difference. 

From Craige Young 

 

Torridon PTA Fundraising Event 
Friends of Torridon PTA adult only fundraising event.  Play past club classics at Fellowship Inn – 

Saturday 7th February £10 per ticket. 

We’ve created Homework project for 3 core reasons 

1. To provide a evening for parents and friends to simply let their hair 
down to have a good night 

2. Play past club classics (mainly house music) that bring back 
memories of old and those moments we all may have forgotten 
that one tune/song 

3. Make as much money from various events for schools music 
departments providing access to funds for music equipment, etc 

Book via the link below or by scanning the QR code.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837 

We look forward to seeing you there.  

Friends of Torridon PTA.  

https://supportjamaica.gov.jm/donate
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homework-project-tickets-1977427818837


Reading for Pleasure Challenge! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Celebrating the National Year of Reading 

As part of the National Year of Reading, we are excited to take part in a wide range of reading activities throughout 

the year, including our larger events such as World Book Day. 

To start things off, we were delighted to welcome our local librarians to school this week. They delivered engaging 

and fun assemblies all about their library, introduced us to the Winter Reading Challenge, and even shared a 

wonderful story about a child who didn’t enjoy reading at first… until they discovered the magic of books! 

The children loved the visit, and here is some of their brilliant feedback: 

"I want to see more activities they have at the library." 

"I liked the part where they showed the characters." 

"I liked the part when the lady read the interesting story to us." 

"I liked spiderman because he is my favourite character." 

“I liked the books she read to us.” 

Remember, it’s not too late to take part in the Winter Reading Challenge or to 

enter our Creative Artwork Challenge. All the details can be found below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Creative competition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         CALLING ALL YOUNG ARTISTS & BOOK LOVERS!                 

It’s time to get creative! 

We’re looking for amazing artwork that celebrates your love of reading — and YOU 

could be a winner! 

Let your imagination shine by creating a picture (A4) that shows what reading means to 

you. You could draw: 

       Your favourite authors 

          Magical characters from books you adore 

      Incredible story worlds 

       Or even the special places you like to curl up with a good book! 

All winning artwork will be proudly displayed in our library, where it will inspire others. 

       PRIZE ALERT! 

One winner from each year group will receive… 

     A brand-new book of their choice! 

 Deadline: Friday 30th January 

Hand in your artwork to your class teacher — and don’t forget to put your name and 

class on the back! Get drawing and let the magic of reading come to life on your page 

Get drawing… get dreaming… and let the magic of reading come to life on your page! 

                     

 



OPAL Play – Golden Boot Award 
 

The Golden Boot Award is earned by one child per week who has 

shown that they are brilliant at OPAL Play. We have a Golden Welly 

Award in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 (Y3/4 and Y5/6). Children get to display 

the trophy in their classroom for a full week before the award is 

handed over to the next recipient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPAL large item donation request  
 

How amazing would it be if our 

children had something like this to 

play on in our playground? 

 

 

It is an ambitious ask, but if anyone knows of any old and unused large items that the school 

could acquire, please speak to Kelley! 

 

 

EYFS KS1 Y3/4 Y5/6 

Safa Red Class America and Alicja 
2SW 
 

Ebrima and 
Jeremiah 4C 

Nadjah and Ramata in 
5A  

for her enthusiasm when 
using the outdoor 
bubbles and 
experimenting with all 
the bubble wands! She 
was a role model by 
taking off her coat and 
rolling up her sleeves. It 
was a warmer day so 
she was able to take off 
her coat without getting 
too cold! 

for creating a 
beautiful picture 
together using 
sticks and foliage in 
the natural 
materials area. 
They also tidied 
everything away 
once they had 
finished!  
  

for their brilliant 
tidying of the loose 
parts area both this 
week and last term. 
It is amazing to see 
them encouraging 
others to tidy all 
zones. 
  

Nadjah and Ramata in 
5A  
for creating a 
challenging obstacle 
course using the loose 
parts and then inviting 
other children to play 
with them. 



Help build some shelters! 
 

 

 

It is hard to believe that is it almost a whole year since we launched OPAL PLAY! 

Our next stage of delevelopment is to create all weather shelters in our play zones. 

Kelley is looking for volunteers to help break up the concrete and erect timber posts around the 

playground during the February half-term. 

 

If you are availble to help on Monday 16th February please speak to Kelley on the Reception 

gate or email forestschool@torridonprimary.lewisham.sch.uk. 

 

If you own a heavy breaker tool and are happy for us to use it please bring it with you on the 

day! 
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Nursery – Zoom to the Moon 
  

In nursery, we have continued our space odyssey this week, learning about space travel and 

the job of astronauts. Astronauts are scientists who travel to space, they have to wear special 

gear to protect themselves from dangers in space. We have been reading ‘Whatever Next!’ by 

Jill Murphy and made our own rockets from cardboard boxes and singing ‘Zoom, Zoom, Zoom, 

We’re Going to the Moon’ whilst learning to count backwards from 10 to make our rockets 

blast off. In maths, we have been learning about patterns and how to follow and recreate 

them, it was tricky at first but after lots of practice we are experts now! In phonics, we have 

been working on our listening skill by guessing what sounds we can hear and listening carefully 

to each other’s answers during circle time… what would you bring with you if you were going 

to space? We finished the week with a visit from police officers to learn about their vehicles and 

what they do in their job. We had so much fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception 
 

This week, Reception got to meet some of the Real-life superheroes we have been learning about – firefighters 

from the Lewisham Fire Brigade!  The children got to experience sitting inside the cab of a fire truck and 

squirting water with the hose, which was very heavy and powerful! This visit inspired the children’s role play 

and creativity both inside and out for the entire week.  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resource Base  
 

This week, in writing we have read the Cinderella and the Nile, comparing it with the 

traditional tale. Children acted scenes and wrote how Rhodopis might feel at key moments, 

building empathy, storytelling skills whilst using and to extend our sentences. 

 

          



Year 1  
   

Year 1 – Educational Visit to the Maritime Museum 

This week, Year 1 visited the Maritime Museum, as part of this terms learning topic ‘Fly Me 

to the Moon!’ We learned about the different planets that make up our solar system and 

what makes our planet Earth unique. Then, we blasted off to the moon to explore what it is 

made of and, even, what it smells like! We used magnifying glasses to explore the moon’s 

craters, and we are positive that we spotted more penguin footprints on the surface… 

Please tell us if you find out any further information about this poor creature. It is lost and  

we need to help NASA bring it home safely!       

                                                              

                    

 

 

Year 2 – Sweet-smelling Poems! 
 

This week, Year 2 became poets with a mission—to help Ada battle an awful smell! We 
wrote imaginative poems filled with wonderfully sweet-smelling items, using questions to 
add poetic flow and expanded noun phrases to describe the magical ingredients in our 

sweet-smelling potions. 

 

 

             Have a look at our amazing poems…. 

 

                                                

 

 

 

                                                                                                   



Year 3  
 

Year 3 had an exciting time learning about the Ancient Egyptians at the British Museum! We 

saw real mummies that were thousands of years old and discovered how they were carefully 

wrapped to be preserved for the afterlife. One of the most amazing things we saw was the 

Rosetta Stone – a special rock that helped experts understand Egyptian hieroglyphics. Did you 

know that the Egyptians built pyramids as tombs for their pharaohs, and some pyramids are so 

big you can see them from space! The children loved exploring these incredible treasures and 

learning about one of the world’s oldest civilizations.  

                                                                    

      

 

 

 

 Year 4 – Science 
 

                      

 

In Science, Year 4 has been exploring the fascinating world of living things and their habitats. This term, our 

focus turned to invertebrates—animals without a backbone. We used a special piece of equipment called a 

‘pooter’ and ventured into the Forest School area to observe and collect invertebrates carefully. We discovered 

a variety of minibeasts, such as snails, earthworms, and woodlice, and learned about their unique 

characteristics. It was a fun experience that brought our learning to life! 

“I enjoyed the lesson because I used the pooter to suck the insect into the pot.” – Hafiziou 

“I learned that minibeasts are invertebrates.” – Vivien 

“I don’t like small creatures, but I enjoyed looking at them through the specimen pots with a magnifying glass.” – Arslan 



Year 5  - Librarian Visit 

Today, we were delighted to welcome a librarian from the Corbet Library to our school. The visit was an exciting 

opportunity for the children to learn more about the wonderful world of books and reading. During the session, 

the librarian shared details about some of the fantastic events happening this year, including World Book Day, 

which we are all looking forward to celebrating together. The children also had the chance to discover new books 

and characters, sparking their curiosity and enthusiasm for reading. We encourage parents and carers to 

continue supporting a love of reading at home by visiting the Corbet Library and exploring the wide range of 

books available. Together, let’s make this year a memorable one for our young readers! 

                

 Year 6 - PE 
 

This week, year 6 had a fantastic time in gymnastics! The children revisited some of the 

shapes they learned last lesson – tuck, star, and straight – and put them into action while 

jumping off the apparatus. They worked hard to make sure each landing was safe and 

controlled, showing great focus and determination. It was wonderful to see their 

confidence growing and their enthusiasm shining through. Well, done to everyone for their 

effort and teamwork! 

 

      
 
          



Weekly Attendance 

 

 

 Friends of Torridon – Sponsored Bounce  
 

Thursday, 29th January 

                                        

Torridon students are bouncing their way into spring, 

all to raise funds for the school! How many times can 

your little bouncer bounce in 60 seconds? Every 

bounce counts as we aim to raise £2000 to fund 

community events and school improvement projects. 

Help us support our community and make our school 

a better place for our children to learn and thrive! 

Learn more at www.friendsoftorridon.org/bounce. 

Sponsorship forms have been sent home this week!  

 

 

 

Class Attendance Class Attendance Class Attendance 

1M 93%  3A 95%  5A 96%  

1N 96% 

 

3G 95%  5C 93%  

1W 94%  3S 94%  5V 97% 

 
2E 96% 

 

4C 95%  6L 93%  

2S 93%  4K 97% 

 

6LG 93%  

2SW 96% 

 

4S 94%  6R 93%  

http://www.friendsoftorridon.org/bounce


     Forest School  
 

It has been a VERY wet and muddy week at Forest School this week. 

Nursery having been reading the story 

 

The children were so excited to learn that stars had fallen from the sky and landed in our 

woodland! 

 

 

We shared   

with Reception and Year 2 and the children worked together to make the 

cosiest homes for our mouse, hedgehog, bat and bears to settle down for a 

long winter sleep. 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 



        Woodland’s Dress Up Day 
 

Our woodland is two years old and to celebrate we invite you 
to come to school on 

Friday 13rd April 

dressed as a woodland creature! 

 

 

 
 

Children who do not want to dress up as a woodland friend are 
invited to wear green. 

This is a fundraising event to maintain and expand our ever 
growing woodland area. 

Donations can be paid directly to Parent pay or buckets will be 
on the gate to accept cash.  

 Suggested donation of £1. 

 

 

 



 Girl’s Saturday League  
 

Our girls’ football team kicked off 2026 in perfect fashion as they won both their matches on Saturday. 

Although we skipped the snow, it was still an incredibly cold morning at Blackheath as the girls prepared to 

play Fairlawn and Coopers lane. The first match was an unpredictable one as it was Fairlawn’s first week of 

games. However, one thing our girls were sure about was just how much they have grown in confidence 

since they first started. Not only have they improved on their positioning, but also their ability to read the 

game and prevent their opposition from creating scoring opportunities.  

This was evident in their first match, as Fairlawn started the game strongly with some experienced girls 

having the majority of the possession. Our defence, along with Libby in goal, managed to thwart the early 

barrage of attempts they had against us. Not only this, but our midfielders managed to intercept one of 

their attacks, counter attack and then score from a long-range effort! A great shot by Ameliia gave us the 

advantage against the run of play. After having so much possession, it wasn’t long before Fairlawn 

managed to find an equaliser to take us into half-time 1-1. The second half felt much more even and it 

seemed as though the game would end a draw, but Ameliia again made a pivotal interception and a 

perfectly positioned pass gave Maria a one on one chance to win the game.. and that’s exactly what she 

did! Calm and collected; she placed the ball into the right corner and gave our girls a thoroughly deserved 

win and a crucial 3 points in the league.  

 

Their second game was against Coopers Lane – the team sitting directly above Torridon in league table at 

the start of the day. This was a game of few chances for either team – but Libby went from saving shots in 

the first game to scoring in the second as she pounced on a defensive error to make it 1-0 at half time. The 

second half was similar to the first, but Coopers Lane became slightly more aggressive trying to claw back a 

result. They tried on several occasions to level the game, but our girls were strong and determi9ned not to 

concede. They held out well and secured their second win of the game. Well done to our girls’ team who 

ended the day scoring 3 goals, conceding only once and started the year off strongly! Next week, both 

boys’ teams will be in action again. Good luck to the boys! 

                   

 



 Dates for Your Diary   
 

Monday 19th January  
Year 3 and 4 SEND Kurling Tournament  
Year 6 to the Horniman Museum 

Thursday 29th January  PTA Sponsored Bounce 
Year 2 trip to Science Museum  
9am Parent and carer workshop – Managing 
meltdowns (Mental Health Schools Team)  

Monday 2nd February Year 5 and 6 Pickleball Festival 
Tuesday 3rd February  Key stage two reading workshops 
Thursday 5th February  Attention and Listening workshop for reception 

families 9am (Oracy event) 
Friday 6th February Share a Story sessions for Nursery families 9am 

and 2:45pm 

Tuesday 10th February  
Safer Internet Day (TBC) 
Year 1 Teddy bear adventure 2pm 

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th February Whole School Art Exhibition  
Monday 16th February – Friday 20th 
February  

HALF TERM 

Week beginning 2nd March Scholastic Book Fair 
Thursday 5th March Family Film Night 
Friday 6th March Year 6 girls’ football event 
Week beginning 9th March  Whole school assessment week 
Thursday 12th March Parent and carer coffee morning with the 

Mental Health Schools Team – Supporting Sleep 
Routines 

Monday 16th March  Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament 
Friday 20th March Resource Base to the Transport Museum 
Sunday 22nd March  PTA event - Corbett chase run 2026 
Monday 23rd March Strings performance 
Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th March Open evenings for parents and carers 
Thursday 26th March Woodwind performance  
Friday 27th March  Last day of term – 2pm Finish 
Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April  EASTER HOLIDAY  

 

 

 

 

 



Stars of the Week 

Class  Name  Reason  

Nursery FT  Imaan  For listening carefully all week, always trying her best and following carpet time rules  

Nursery PT  Aiza  For building her confidence and independence in nursery  

Blue Class  Ainhoa  For always trying her best to be such a kind and thoughtful member of the 
class. Well done, Ainhoa!  

Red Class  Audrey  For her fantastic writing and drawing of the fire engine. She is a role model to her peers 
because she always tries her best with her learning.  She is kind and shares with her 

friends.  Well done, Audrey!          

Yellow Class  Seja  For good listening and completing focused activities. Well done!  

1M  Lily  For her improved attitude towards her learning, especially in writing lessons. Lily is 
completing tasks with more focus and is making good progress. Well done and keep 

it up!         

1N  The Whole 
Class   

For showing their amazing and extensive knowledge about the moon and the solar system 

during our trip. They made us very proud with their enthusiasm and behaviour.          

1W  Oscar  For his enthusiasm in writing. He takes care to hold his pencil correctly when writing and 
has begun to sound out spellings on his own. The class are proud of his growing 

independence!   

2E  Anthony  Anthony is starting a new adventure at his new school! We wish him all the best, everyone 

in 2E will miss him! Good luck Anthony!          

2S  Jade   For her beautiful joined up handwriting and for always being so kind and considerate 

towards her peers. You are excellent role model! Well done Jade, keep it up!         

2SW  Yasviny   For having excellent behaviour for learning. She always tries her very best and is an 

excellent role model! Well done Yasviny, keep it up!         

3A  Daniel  For excellent concentration during your hot write. You have worked very hard – you have 

included excellent ideas and punctuation. Well done!          

3G  Kacper  For his fantastic attitude towards learning and for trying his best in writing lessons. Keep it 

up!         

3S  Saf  For using all that she has been taught in her hot write. Well done for using fronted 

adverbials. Keep up the good work        

4C  Alina  For settling into our class so nicely! Even though her first language is Italian, she has been 
trying her very best every day. This week, she produced a fantastic piece of writing that 

really impressed me. Well done Alina          

4K  Josiah   For using efficient methods to solve calculations with accuracy. 
Josiah also demonstrates consistency across all areas of the curriculum. Keep up the good 

work         

4S  Amira  For demonstrating a fantastic attitude to learning at school and at home.  Every week, she 

gets great results in her spellings and Mathletics. Well done, Amira          

5A  Orel  For being a very polite and respectful member of the class. She 
is generally kind pupil. Well done and thank you.  

5C  Sebastian  For settling well in 5C and making new friends despite the language 
barrier. Well done, Sebastian!  

5V  Lotanna  For putting a lot of effort into his extended writing and writing at length. Well done, 

Lotanna!          

6L  Ellis  For your thoughtful use of language and organisation of ideas in your 

writing. Well done!          

6LG  Isara  For having a positive attitude towards her learning this week. Isara wrote a fantastic non-

chronological report on the Kingdom of Benin – Well done          

6R  Amelie  For consistently demonstrating superb determination in all areas of the curriculum and for 
explaining her thinking when applying her knowledge to solving 

problems in maths. Well done.   

Resource Base  Kenny  For being a respectful member of the resource base and joining in class discussions.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



        



            

 

 



          

 

 


